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Reader: 


Courteous Reader ; 


7 is nedhf to Apologize for'the fa”. 
Hrablenefs of emitting a Diſcourſe of 


ak this nature, which can indeed: yeven. 
=> be out of ſeaſon, Where Truths 
not embraced; Goodneſs cannot be n= I 
Ul /-d, for without -knowledg' the mind of... 
g man cannot be good: Where Truth doth 
aot lead, felicity can. never be and, | , 
| for af is that which muſt lead us to. God's 
; Holy Hill. | The putting out of this Light 
43 oi makes 
% A "I 


To "FP 


makes a more diſmal night than the taking 
away the $47 from the Firmament, They 
that fit in this darkneſs dwell in the Re» 
gion of the ſhadow of death. Avzd yer, 
f- how wofally contented are the greateſt pare 
of man-Kind without it ? how little ſ[olicitous 
to buy, how very forward to ſell it ? how 
much need therefore have they of being in- 
duſtriouſly laboured with te do themſelves 
* this Kindneſs * As for my ſelf, I have no- 
thing elle to plend for m y adventuriag to 
gue ” light ta theſe unpol ifted lines, but ou- 
ly that walgar cls. af importunity, poſſi> 
bly too eajr, ly complied with ; forze char ita- 
ble Friends hap:nz it might be of publick 
uſefulneſs; whoſe 2, Is I ( preferring it 
before raine own ) complied with ; and if | 
a may but obtain the ſuppeſed eff rcacy, I 


forall bas ve cauſe to rejoyce. How much of 


pregggatg 7 TY: Uep Up. 


— advantage God hath afforded to. this place 
( where once, and no: long fance, the fathe 
- of lies had a throne, and no beams of Ch 
. fiian Rel: 'g/92 were to 4 be ſeen) to m\ \, 
 darge acqueſts of this nature \, the Geſpet » 
wing bad i's free courſe amor us far fo rh. \ 
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wy Tears) is well known. What welcome 
tath been given to this mercy, aud" what 
improvement hath been made of this price; 
he that ſearcheth all hearts ean tell, If 
Our negligence [rould provoke God to [but up 
the Market, New-England's Glory zs 
gane : If we ſin away, and God take away 
ze Truth, we are uadone. The Lord hath 
more wayes than one threatued us. 

Here you have the only way to pre- 
vent ſo fatal a miſehiet - and the Father 
of mercies grant that this Solemn Ad- - 
vice may be ſucceſsful tro help 4 with the 
moreftrenuous endeavour of others) to. | 
awaken all his People, fo know in this *) 
8 ther day the things that belong unto their 1 
Q face, that fo the God of PEACE and 
ELRULH may ſtill delight to dwell with 
us. 


ms Eo. Te. 3. Goes 


So Frayes, 
Thine, & 2 
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Proverbs 23, 


uy the Truth, and Sell 


it 07, 
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He Prover's of Solc:0n ( not to 
mention their 1independency , - 
which we are often told of ; nor. 

yet their fingularc excellency Wh... 


touching of much matter 1n a few words, J; 
rc for the manaer of their compoſiire, of 
Er70 forts: Is DoGrinal, being delivered 1 
Tic form of Arioms or Sentences, for the 


nformation of the U;dritanding in many 
Eighty Truths... 2: [4:Ttatcry ; preſented . 
i way of adbortation, or dehortation, ta 


ngage the Will and AfﬀeRions, citheri to a 
B cloſure 


lire pete heb 


z Buy the Truth, and (ell it net. 


Cloſure with, Ot. AJ! av ot 22ce uf {uch 1 thin 9s} 
as are of moment for them {> to do. OF 


the latter forc of theſe, 1s thiz of our es. 
mfaioaotsa $ 6 EF * _ 
and 1t 15 compounocd of a Counſei, and a 
4 ng Op 409 SIP: wh: 3f 4 | 
Caution, There 1s fomethi Fo 2c \ 12G tO 


[ "5 ao 


” 9 = # << 45 * 4 4 Q # 
#12. Ly al: ” a. Hi, J 2 TY L % | i (3 381; k Si 'P VF: = C aNnn7t Ku 


/ 


4 


' a Y 
& 


ed from, z. ce. Sel! i »:t, The words are 
Met mo Fical ;, a torin of Sneech which the 
Holy G rot} mails |: CGUEPT 1G of iN the | 
Holy Script res 5 thee drcfling up of 
eu Matter in Ethi\ Lan gUa ze, and Þ 
thus CN nndaritio of bumſot 0 OUT CaPa- 
city? A Mcto ap or B21hs noting Cle but a 
contracteo companion, by which he repre- 
lents the things Cf Ge. under the re{em- 

blance of things nere belowy, with whnch 
Our conitant convele anons them gives i; 

better acquanrarice, 

The aiulion in on Text 1s borrowed 
from Trattict or Merchanoize : a thing 
that is weil known to, and more or leſs pra 
tiled by 'ali jo:t5 or men, in 1t we may 
obſerie 4 .43-Ih6 Wars or Comm Cdity 
Which 35 5 preſen:ed to ns, winch 15 
Truth. The Spirn of God doth Cas it were 
look unon the worlds market, and obfterve 
how men are dealing tor many forts of 
Wares, and very buiiy in their Trading 3 
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and call GIL 9 {LIGIN, ang lay, neie 15 One 


Commodity 
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Lay the Truth, 29d Sel. [ tt N07 : I 
EI RSOny that you ars very little mindful 
of, and vet I do commend 1t to you, as a- 
—_ il worth VOLr PTC: (ing, Vi, "Truth: 
I The Hebrew Word f12mnes, Tha , which 
| er2ay he b:licved, ur to which Gi redit may 

De oven. 2. he direction vhich 1s herg 
'3 VEN about it, and that 15 double ; I. Poſe- 
; oy Buy *, or poſſeſs it, as fome read the 
ord, 1t | {tity 2nd molt Property igmifes 
3 £0 Fer 0 ts ing [5310 017 PY 111,092 3 . and becauſe 
F ehat is ulially done t by mnaking a purchaſe 
C of it, hence 1t 15 often uſed ors buying : and 
this advice intimates to us, I. Lhat there in 
{lica a Commodity as Tru Fa elle 1t were a 
© orcat cheat to adviſe us to ſeek for it, 2. 
”® Chat we nave it not of Cur own! 3 that I 


VC ow purchaſe it. 
| cat n2d by 1 is, if We 
:F will but go to tie coſt, thar there 15 a mar- 
ker in which 7 _ is ter to ale, and offered 
q to fuck a5 come there. - 4. That 1t 15 not 
4s bs had jor noting, but 10n mult be at 
4 02 expenſe ro: it, 2. Negative ; Sell 16, 
4 2: ; the word here uſed ficktiy tignifieth, zo, 
| deliver @ thing, anda Nence to fc! , by a m— 
q jtar appropr ation becauſe that which mert 

have fold, ti TGY AVE W ont to aciuver upD the 
poilefion ot t o bin that hath boupht it __ 4 
[iy I, thy IM 
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i Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. 


\ ought to purchaſe, whatever is coſts bim; and 


the meaning therefore of 1t 15, that we muſt Fj 
never aliznate, or deliver up the Title and ff f 
Poſleflion of 1t out of our hands, thus inti-F © 
mating and plainly 1infinuating the tranſcen- '? } 
dent or incomparable value of it. 3. We, 
may conhder the Buyer, or the perſons who 4, 3 
are invited to trade in this fort of Merchan- it ; 
dize, though not exprefied, yet included in| 
the expreſſion, 7, e& every ove of what rank i r 
or degree ſoever ; Scripture Counſels, when 
directed indefinitely, aro for the moſt part, 
intended «ziver/ally ; where the Spirit of 
God doth not ſet any limitations, neither 
Should we : Hence, 

Dott. Truth is a Treaſure which every one) 
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Saving once gotten it, never to forego it agaims 
n purſuit of this Dofrine we may enquire, || 
z. What we are here mainly to underitand | 
dy Truth, together with the evidence that | 
Sherd is {auch a thing ? 2. What of duty 15% 
gecommended to us under the netion of k 
Þuying 1t? 2. Why every one ought to buy || - 
It ? 4. Whar is the import of the phraſe of # 
Jelling ? 5. Why it 1s not to be fold, Af} 
few worcs to each of theis in order: | 
I. What we are here mainly to unders 
Rand by Truth, &e. 
\. 4+ Ths right knowledge to this » oy 
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| Key to the whole diſcourſe ; it will there- 
fore be worth the whule to make ſome en- 
© quiry afrer it. There are many notions ay 
> bout Truth, which have more of curiolity. 
# than common prohtavleneſs in them, whicke 
+ I ſhall therefore detignedly avoid, and only 

© touch at {ucn as are more neceſſary, Con- 
ce: rang Truth 1 in general, [ ſhall only tati- 
# mate thus mucin, vis. That as tNere, are 
4 two principal Faculties 1 the Soul of Man, 
1 helping tum _1n his rational cloture with 
8 his o5je&s ; fo ere are two Aſfetions ut 
Wthings, fuiting and RCCONING dating of 
# eh2ms for my cloſure of titel: > faculties 


KF with them. Lheſo Faculties are the Un» 
| derft ar ding ant 0 Vill; and thoſs Aft:Rtions 
© Of thinss. ae NE iu (795 ou eſs: For as 
| Goo in2(3 is is t:12 atcractive of tha VVuly 


Bf fo is Truth of tie Unceritanding, "Truth 
_ the! 15 coniide: ala 1!1 | toble noon 3 
$ either as 1t is revoted im the thing, or as 
"WH ut 15 taken into the Unazritanding, or as 
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T it 15 cothriunicated unto OrNers. Truth 


T_ 12 the thing 15 NOtun? eiic but the dis 


| ſtint nature of 1, Sn as tt 1S 


knowable, and that cicher g2ncrically, ſps- 
8 c:hcally, or maividually. It adds nothing 

really to ths nature of the thing; but is 
| only a relatiye afjs&tion , by which the 
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Underſta anding mav I» nclped to Cioſe with 
at, and a:ſcern it 17 15 natore, cules, and 


eficas, f | Trth 17) the Unaatt nding, 15 


Properiy the right conception which 1t hath 
2 } : 8 : hs x 
entertuncd of things: wiien' it forgi 111 the 
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1n it ſelf, v! wat 1s ruth, 4 uth 11 commur 
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Buy the Truth, and Sell it note 
ligion, as they ore delivered by Grd bimſelfs 
gd contained in the Holy aalr ahyc ods. 
#5 the 1 WO 0 Eternal Life 017; 4 Vat; 3 are 
proporly that Truth Which the Lis! 'y / Ghoſt here 
exhibitsy aud adviitth to be be 7 

Truth I nary and eminently 1s a Dis 
vinc Pioporty ; h >nCcc God 15 caiicd a God 
of Truth, P/el. 3 & f and Jztus Chriſt as he 

d, is the ah Toh 1.4: 6. Naw God 
abt only True 1n his Eflerice, and Wa 
called, The enly True (> od, F j 01171 I 7o . but 
3s allo True mm 121 Word and Wo: ak: Ra 
herein he males t Le creature to Commun. t- 
cate in his Truth $ but fill, ic 1s Firſtly in 
tam, and in Le LOL ” Derivatively. The 
Feernal Idea wiich God had in his own 
Tofnice Udettending of all things thas 


were to be 11 t me, and a all the ſeveral ma-- 


Nagements of them, i the Excmplary Truth. 
"Chat which they have in themſelves, is 


but a Copy of this: Truth in tie Creature 


be ng ts Conformity unto that Ldea which 


God had of it in himſelf. Now in this Idea 
there were containca, not only the Rules of 
their Creation, accciding unto which they 


were to be made ; but the Rules alſo of 
Pr OVIMeNCe, by which the Creatures were 
to be guided to thew ends, which are there- 
fare Ecernal Truths: agd among thee, .in 


ſpes 
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Buy the Truth, and Sell it nots 9g 
ſpecial there was that Rule by which man 
was to be Izd as a Rational Agent, or cauſe 
by Couniel, to an Everlaſting Eſtate : This 
is that which we call Divinity or Religion, 
and 15 comprized 1n the Plat-form of ſound 
words, fhewing to man the way in which he 
may come to the favour of God, and a 
Kinegdom of Glory, This Rule 1s contains 
ed in the Holy Scri>tures, whica are there- 
fore called the Scriptures of Truth, Fobn 17: 
19, Col. 1. 5, Di. 10; 21. the fſumme of 
woat 15 contained 1n 1t, Sclczz;0 gIves us 1 
Oli Teſtament Language, Eecl, 12.12. fear 
God, and keep his Commandinents, and Paul 1 
New Teſtament words, 2 "1m. IL. 13. Faith 
and Love: 

T'nat there 13 ſuch a Truth as this T am 
ſpeaking of, we muſt believe, or elſe we 
mult utterly deſpair of the happineſs of 
man at ali, much more of fallen mans Sal- 
vation, It God had not folrird out a wa 
for mans £c;:citv, he had been left moſt m1- 
erabiz. ir it were not a regulated way , 
(contained in ſure Rules and Precepts ) he 
conld never have known it, but muſt al- 
ways have lived in the aark about it; and 
if 1t were not drawn into infallible max= 
zums, he could not pollibly have gained any 
alluranzs of knowiedge, when he was in 


the 


- - 4 k 
* y, y -_ O - 
- os 
" - 
o 


= 


SY £88 bk 1 


EE £4 
+» 42. bar 


x0 Buy the Truth, and Sell 7+ not. 


« 


he ht Reis Cod. bh {own into. 1am +1 
j4 G uy Ls £3515 IU ts ti HI C2217 Un 0 731178 LEE 


—_ "0 HE REES SEAL Eng bs OS 
WR), Mi cb. 6. 9. ang Nnis word PITTS them 
iafficient Cli2CHION, WRence It 1B cailed, G 
ij 


” " y 


Lamp, «4 6 Ligut, 14;, 119. 105. and 1t 15 


} 1 i; 
_ and {zcue Ot hen tnat follow 1t, wer{? 


. In a word ; 'fther c vere no Truth, the 
underſtandin 9 of TIRTES pobet ts needs want an 
objett ;, and if there were no Divine and 
Saving Fruth, « would want an happityng 
object ; ih © the Gooanels and Grace of 
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T2 Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. 
ſelf for it, if ever he hopes to get it int 
his poſlefiion, 


2. Buying argues the thing is to be fold 
and that there 1s one that hath it to ſuil. / 
man may have a commodity, but jf he re 
ſolves to keen, and hath purpoſed not t 
part with it, we can have no hopes of buy 
Ing 1t: But Truth 1s to be had, if men were 
but willing to come up to the price of it; 
for though it is our duty to buy 1c, and then 
not to {e}l it again, fo that one man canno 
buy it of another, (the Wife Virgins cat 
{pare none of their Oyl to the foolith) yet 
God hath it for all {ych as want it, and are 
willing to hearken to his advice, end take 
his dire&1on about it. Neither deth he on- 
ly keep it in the chambers, to bring down to 
fuch as are making enquiry after 1t, but he 
Jays 1t forth upon the Shop boards of the Or-P® 
dinances, and offers 1c to al] that come ; nay? 
more than fo, he ( in pity to poor man )Þ* 
ſends out a Cryer to proclaim it in markets 
and ſtreets, that if there be any among them 
that hath any mind to Truth, if they wil 
come to mm for it, they ſhall kave it on far 
and rational terms 5 ſee how this 15 emphatt 
cally deſcribed 1n Prov: 8, begin. and Cap. 91; 
32 4 
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Bny the Truth, and Sell it not, 13 
2. Buying preſumes a deiire of having the 
rare, raiſed by the apprehenſion of the ſuita- 
bleneſs, worth and excellency there 1s in 1t : 
hough the natural man be a very fool 1n ſpt- 
ritual things, yet he hath a rational principle 
in him, which tzacheth him not to be at coſt 
Mor thar which he hath not any eſteem of, 
but reckons to be of go worth or uſe: The 
affeſtimate which he fers uyon any thing, 1s 
that which inwardly prompts him to barter 
for it ; and juft up to his elteem, fo will his 
bidding be, rather than he will part with 1t : 
hence tt 15, that till God ſheds light 1nto mens 
minds, and conviaceth them of the prect- 
eJouſneſs of Truth, they let it lye by, and will 
efnot ſo much as cheapen it ; but when once 
they begin to have the r:ght conceptions of 
oft, and difcern how advantageous a thing it 15 
gfto him that hath it ; now they will cry out 
earneſtly after it, and ti:en there 15 like to be 
a bargain made, Prov. 2. 3, 4, $« if 120K crj= 


" 
J eft after knowledge, Ge. 
6 


nf 4- A prudent buyer will ſee his wares, & try 
18 them before he will buy them. Men donot 
ir} fove to traffick in the dark, or take things 
j-J upon trufr, becauſe they know that there is a 


great deal of falſhood and deceit in the world, 
Halls wares acs fold for true, bad thipgs are 
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14 HSay the Truth, aud Sell it not. 


put oft for good; thev would therefore 
; reef what they pay for, ani are Cxcee: 
ding loarh two be ci245% 3; and. thus. ( to 
be ; el naut hs do that i 

Truth, _ not be wn3ofed 1 


. $ p «i _ $4 , f I 
there are NO JUCN CNCA'S WICG Agam In £12 
| | 
”» A 7» "oy "x. *% * . a a * 
whole. world, as there 42:0 in matters of 


3 

Ps "FO 0.3 3 ho OY PO Po F* LEICA od i, 
\* tis q on "ow" : LICGGLNLAY 8 +. LLVFLDO 'Y- 
Retlg1: As God bo 1:5 Fact C ti 
Ffiithtol 'S ole i; Mis } 

1 
| 


% 

%# 

vone to {tor forrin naxhing t 
a \. # k-6 3 & as - BY L 


— - 
[_ 
» a 
ef 
— 
th 

% - Sz 
rod 

-, 

_—y 
" 
rw 
= 4a 
( 
rFY 
1 


utmoit 59 $3® Foo | Y IP 4 1  # YL Yo % - 
me oY V1 T Motive Nf eb (271 
wil, ICH. O00 18:4 > OI Lilo 03} 
ARTS RE 6a Dy { 
pet, thol. MILQSCCLY IH) YC! hs on Joli 


LELER X P , # oY RA « »% þ 
narlit, AIG IG $229 VW 1: CLAY WR Ao CY 12: 3 116 


; . ; =—. x - 4 Þ TE 1 4a % 1 . £ 
ſtand DYLO! &. TC: CHaCLoIL (rutiny : and 
fo L . ja, ! »i-cy 4, 4 ! | 
hence they. dare no: dalver any thing at 
! $ 4. . Ly - t 
random, Ott with 7050 it folgnmiy weigh 


C7 


- 


betore h2n a. PDTOELCEDHISV Hd i&& GrNer of Li ”* 
*\ (4 Ds Ways < 0 / by #* = gs : 
TO [13G » 4 SICK . 7 LF VET) f [4 L TT 0 US; — J4- 


= - _ 4 þ «,% _ "el "ha | 4 $ — 
Tan hatch h a5 S } 'S > TS Th bs (51 WELLS ware > I, it 


Merci. ancs Ini gn V2 fe OXULAFCES To fra id iff 
PEI DIET 15. — I 9 7 
their | LLAINC d:; I 10 VS 3c? | A we LA wal 4g 14:i12- 


- . y = 
hood ak Ds LIVN1296, QNytQ 724 F277] fait [PLC 
7 7 / OI (IH ef SP "Sf / A at 
ches, d: CC: Oo E FT #)2 PET Þ VU; & þ. C fu, , ole. L 1\G\ 
| l 


have ail known aal of iciith art, and 
take great pans to fora tporous glojs ut 
ther AF; Yolol 10125 ; hence Mat. 24. 24. if it 
were Pujivie they ſhould focerve the very Ele, 
So that they who would-be ſure to oct the 
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76 Buy the Truth, and Sell it no#. 
ther they could be content to be at the ex- 
pence, intimating, that otherwiſe they might 
fall off from it with ſhame, and this by the 
parables of a Bwilder and Warrior, Luke 14. 


28. &c. 


mm — 


| 
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6. He that buys a thing, comes to a price, 
and indents for it ; in buying a bargain is 
driven home : Ir 1s not enough to cheapen ; 
there are a great many that do ſo, and after | 
that, blow upon the commodity, turn their 
backs, and go away; but the man who 15 re- 
ſolved to have it, though at firſt he raay for 
2 while {tickle at it, yet at laſt he comes to 
an agreement, accepts the terms, conſents to (|! 
the propoſal, both in quantity and ſpecie, F' 
There are many that lend an outward car to [l! 
the tender S of the Goſpel, 2nd wait till they / 

| 


Hear what tearms Chri{t propeunds, but when 

they underſtand what they are, they cry 

out this is an hard ſayins, with them John |: 
6. 60» and fo they ſoon go away, verl. 66: Þ\ 
but thoſe that are for Chriſt and Truth, N! 
ſtand by it, and ſay with Perer, verſe 68. 
#hether ſhall we go, thou only bat the woras 


of Eternal Life, 


: | i _ 7. Buying 15 the parting with ſomething I 
| 19 gxchangs for that which we buy : that 
= 


Buy the Truth, and Sell it not, 17 
which 2 man buys, he 1s at colt for ; fo, 
though the Truth bs not. tho proper recom- 
p2nce of any expenſe that we can bat, 


Deng nf: tl more wo! [ thin all chat 
we can lay gown ) bar 1s the meer Free gift 


tof God ;.yet there 15 ſometinng tiat we mult 


let go for it. Now in humane contract, 
man either pays money or labour, or CXx- 
cliangeth one Coi mmodity for another 3 ; 10 


there all theſe are require in the purchaling 


of the Truth. It requires labour, and it 15 
ann hard work to procure the He wenly 
Wiſdom, Prov. 2 2. 4» If thou dirreſt for ner as 
or Silver, &c yea, and he maſt pay mo- 
ney too for it, if he will have it, that 
Which a man ACCOuNt his bait, and 1s 
"Fs loth to let go; he mult al all hat 
he bath, Mat. 13. 44: yea, he 15 lomertimes 
eq to part with all is Re! ations, all 
his Comforts of this Iifs, his liberty, yea, 
and Life it felf for the Truth : and it this 
b2 the price that God ſets it at, he muſt 
not murnur at 1t, nor vichdraw From Ns 
bargain, but ventire pon it ; as Luke 144 
2H, 


9. Bayingg T1Ves 1 L270! and propriety 1tt 
the tinns which is bought ; what A MT 
hath bought, t that he owns, enjoyes and 

'C polizf- - 


ky >"; OOENS 


19 Buy the Truth, and Sell it not.” 
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poſſefleth. So the word ( Buy ) in our Text 
plainly intimates. Such 1s the buying of the 
Truths Now a man then poſleſ{eth the 
Truth, when he can truly call it his own; 
and that is, when he is come to the, ſaving 
knowledge of it; Truth 15 not to be laid up 
in Cheſts, and Coffers, as the worlds r1ches 
may 2 but it is the Underſtanding of man, 
which is the only ſubje& of Truth : we have 
It, when we know it; and 1t 15 here to be 
obſerved, that knowledge is of two forts; 
either /iteral, or ſaving ; the former of thele 
alone, 1s not worthy the name of Buying ; 


It doth not really 1mpropriate or take poſlel- 


fon of the Truth ; it 1 only the latter thac 


doth ſo ; and hence 1s only honoured by 


Chriſt with the name of knowiedge ; John 


17. 3. This is Life Eternal, to know thee, &e; 


and the Truth is thus purchaſed by a man, 
when the Scul, diſcerning of & tranſcendent 
beauty m it, and per{ Lab of the incomparable 
wirth of it, prefers it before all 2ther things 
whatſoever, and parting with every thing elſe, 
2n heart and affetiion, cloſeth in with it, and 
Chriſt in it, as his only Soul ſatisfying porti- 
02 ; he thatdoth fo, buys: every oneelle,who 
comes ſhore of this, let him profeſs never 


ſo fairly, he hath but trifled, 
NC 


- 
£ # 


l 


Z3 


de put together, will {ſufficiently clear up the 
Reaſon of this duty, and they are. 


1: The neceflity which all men ſtand in 
F it; the well being of every man hatha 
real dependance upon his having of it, withs 
Put a ſpiritual and ſaving knowledge of the 
preat' Truths of the Goſpel, there 15 no Sal- 
ation to be expected by any of the childrerx 
of men, Hol. 4. 6. My people are deſtroyed fer 
ack of knowledze, without "Trath in the Un- 
derftanding, there can be no moral goodneſs 
Bn the will; without the knowing of God 
and Chriſt, there can be no beheving * on 
im ; till the eyes of the mind be enhight- 
ed ; the enmiry of the heart will {Ul re- 
nain in 1t, and there can be nothing but 
ſtrangednels from God : they, and none 
put they that know him, will put their truſt nt 
bim , Pſal. 9g; io. where Divine 'Truth 1s not 
xhibited, there Perdition reizns and rageth; 
(OV. 29: Iv. IFhere there is no Viſton, the 
ople perijn, Tf a man could gather coge- 
acr all the wealths-and d2l:ghts of this low- 
xr world, and enjoy them 1n the fulleſt mea- 


Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. Tg 
. Fhy every one ought to buy the Truth? 
'A, There are three things, which if they 


'S 2 ſurs 


K 


29 Buy t the © wb, pg Sell. it not; 


ſure of content that he is capable of, 1 i yet 
he be without the Truth, he 15 for all th 
POOr apd 2 a nm: lerapl e man. He cannet live 


hong elſe but one erp tual 1 wandring 
out of the paths © JEACE, ind Itraginng 1n 
the Way ha: - leads to Geftrng Aion. 'Pruth 18 
the only drettrix of a mans lf, | 90. as to 
make it regular, and guide it fafeiy, hence 


that, Pt al. PO, I I. Tok, i114 C Hb 21 aj, () Lord 


7 xt Waik 172 thy Tru Vi ithout rh11s NY ” 


man can WY weil: there 15 nothing elle 


that will thick by a man in the hour of di 
\ 
ſtreſs, to afford him any of the leaſt com-B” 


ſt © y 1Cn, but t this will ; Hezekiab had happy 


: 5 © 
CXPCrIence Cr 1t, ta. 50. %. 1 have walked 
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the Man mathah tived 2 long while, an nd 
arnven a got tile this world; and fee- 
2d OG bel 171 i” TE: GON, all thoſe Any 
tnings Which BY Jiath here Lin ba tering for, 
ne Lata IEEE CEC Co deat to: a, ant Ty hath 


nok:, 


ay A AY 


Buy the Trtul ;, and Sell it not. 2x 
not made ſure of his that man hath Jaid 


In nothing For afterwards, hath no affurance 
11] accompany him be- 
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jos #2 too and] { j70, an frgw!leae ſhall be en- 

eaſed, "Tix 1h al > ne free gift 
f God, and a fruit of his meer games 
and ca no way come Winn t: 
of our merit ; yet ut 15 the plealire of 
God to command men to buy it, if they 
Wil have it ; which 1s to ler us under- 
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22 Buy the Truth, and ſell it not. 
ſtand, that it 1s not the negligent, but the 
diligent and ſelf deiying perſon that is in 
the way to the Obtaining of 1t : hence buy- 
10g 15 recommended, in [/a. 55. 1. Rev. 22, 
7. and Prov. 4. 4. Get Wiſdom, 1t wthe fame 
word with this which 1s' read, ba in on 
Text; and Paul 1n a parallel exprefiton, teils 
us that he ſuffered the lofs of all for the ex- 
eellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, P34 3.8, 
he fold every thing ; he parted with hs e- 
- ſteem of, and renounced his right to all that 
he had ſometimes placed any yalue upon 
for this knowledge: 


3. That God makes an offer of the 
Truth to all that live under the Goſpel ; or 
come within the found of 1t : and there are 
none of theſe but have a price in their hand 
to purchale it, if they have but an heart to] 
it. As there are none in the world that} 
are {o rich and wealthy, as to be able to}. 
bring to God, and lay down at” his fcet 
the full value of it, 1ts worth being more 
than Crowns and Kingdems ; and we have 
an illuſtrious and yet not in the leaſt hy- 
perbohical ſetting 1t forth, and challenge 
made to find any thing fit to be given in 
exchange, Jeb. 28, 15. to 19 ) ſo there 
aig non {o poor_and deſpicable, but they 

ave 
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; have wherewtthal to obtain 1t npon evange- 
tical terms, 1ft they do but embrace thera, 
= 74>. 11. 5. The poor have the Goſpel preached 
0 #2 ter. iris a mans all that God requires, 
be 1t more or leſs; he demands ail of every 
of 140, and but ail of any man: and there 1s 


no perſen but hath ſome high conceits of 
| bis own. wildom and exceiicncy, ſome car- 
NY nal contidences and ſelf-boaſting, ſome vain 
"| opinions, and fochlſh luſts, which they place 
a great deal of citeem 1n, and fet very much 
by ; ſfoinething or other, which though it be , 
of no worth at all in it felf, but 15 meer dirt 
arid dung ; 16 yet in their own opinion of 
great worth, to part with all for the ſake 
"| of Chrift and Trath, It i5 true, men hold 
7 theſe things too falt, and are fo glewed it 
heart and affe&ion to them, that they can- 
lf not part with them of themſelves, except 
God affo;ds them grace to do it, and powers 
fF fully divide them from them , He. 4. 17. 
Epbraim is joined to Idols; bat yet every one 
'15 Capable of this grace, and therefore ought 
not to reje& the offers of it which are made 
unto him, as a thing beyond his capacity and 
hope ; but to wait upon the Lord to enable 
him ob his mercy, to arive this happy bars 
a1n, to buy 63d get poſſeſſion ef the Truth. 
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4% TV hat is the impert of the phraſe of Sel 
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fg 1015S Propriety 732 6 thing, for ſore c cther thing 
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Loth a kuver and (Goller at the (ame time, 
+ d; "Ct' relpeds : that which ke purchaſeth 
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Wis at try IT, 27 DL: NG, 
arts with his right in for it, that he ſells; 
lar [oy 
k £6 LY. 


þut a little more narticula 


T7. Szlling 1 implies an intreſt 1 In a thano ; 
a man muſt a thine before he can fell 


cer polic eſt of 


it. Now men may wo ways bs {21d to bg 


1. When they have in an open proteffion 
owned and acknowledged the Truth of che 
Goſpel; when they have attained unto a It 
teral underſtanding of, and give an tiſtorr 
cal atlenc and credit to the Docrines of lik 
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Buy the Truth, and Sell it a0t. 25 
lat: down m th2 Word of God, and do de+ 
clarc for them openly. Or, 


2. Which is the bet and fureſt titles 
waen LNCy | nd receiwed the 10 [3 18 Link, 
and agartity embraced 1t by a a ſaving faith 
When gy receive it, as 1t 1s 118 Jeſus when 


Toa are really bu:it 7 pas it: lor then the 
ay 


Trurtn 1 indeed thevwrs by [$17 a ſure claim, 
45 Can never o jultly GUGLIONCEE 2 ; tne TY have 
bought it ANN. it 'Þ CC OWns God himſelf - 
hath Madge It OVer to tem, and ſcaled up 


Li 


the alc, 


2. Selling ;3m2orts our letting £0 or part- 
ing wit th our 0p! uy altozether in the 
ting ; what 3 man hath fo;d, hs can no 
longer lay any Claim to, or cnalienge any 
11Zht $ {5 * Pts him(cif whoity, 'ont of 
the poltetlion of it, and atic nates it to ano- 
ther: and hence from that time forward, 

{claims lonlts not after it, cons 
not nimietr about 1t; thus a ma 1 hath 
tnen fold the Truth, whey he hath renmgqut- 


4 4 
hw LCA | 


ſned the Profefficn of it, which formerimes 
He had made: wie! 1 1141 once comes <>. 
aiown the Tr tn, as to an OL utward Profeſii- 
ON, and either will not {tand by it, Or Open- 
y ICROuUncith it, when he either will not 


OWL 
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own it, or 15 bold to deny 1t, though one: 
he challenged an inteicit in .1t, this ma 


hath fold ir. 


3. Selling imports a willingneſs to par 
with a thing. There are ſome things which 
may be taken away from men by an hand of 
violence, and againit tacir wills; they that 
are too ſtrong tor them, may wreſt thei out 
of their hands torcibly, and this canner be 
called ſelling ; tor that is ever done by con- 
ſent, it being always aG&ed in a contra 
which 1s mace between two parties, to the 
making up and deterinining of which the 
will muſt of neceflicy yeild. There may 
indeed be a lothnels in a perſon to pat 
with ſuch a thing, and by reaſon of this 
averſenels, hz may give a great many de- 
nials to him that 1s urgent upon. him to 
move him to fell it, but all this while 
there 15 a demurr, there 15 no bargain 
made till 1t comes to this, for that al- 
ways Waits for conſent ; he may indeed 
come to this with relutancy, yet he 1s 
prevailed unon to yield; and truly the 
Truth is {uch a commoaity, as no man that 
hath it, can be robbed of 1t, nor can he loſe 
Kt, except he be w:]ling to it ; 1t muſt be a 
yountary a of ay own: Moy way ole 
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their hberties, they may loſe their eſtates, 
their credit or reputation ameng men, their 
viſible enjoyment of the Goſpel and Ordi- 
nances thereof, all theſe may be taken away 
from them whether .they will or no: but 
chey cannet loſe the Truth, Except they de- 
liver it up; they may indeed be bewitched 
with enticements, ſo were the Galatians ; 
Gal, 3.1. but it 15 their own folly that they 
are ſo, as he there gives them to underſtand. 
O Fedliſh Ga'atians, who bath bewitched you 
bat you (hould rot obcy the Truth 7 


4. Selling alſo intends that men receive 
ſomething 1n exchange for that which they 
part withal, and that they le: it go upon that 
con fideration ; men always take. ſomething 
for that which they ſel}, exner in hand, or 
in a promiſe, or elſe 1t 15 not jelling; and the 
Spirit of God in this prohibition of his pre- 
{ames that there will be thoſe who will offer 
to buy the Truth off mens hands, and that 
will urge them with temptation to part with 
It, yea, and Wil make them icemingly large 
and tempting offers to move themto conſent - 
and drive up 2 bargain: not that they have 
any defire of having it themſelves, or of ma- 
king any profit to themſelyes by buying it off 
ingar hands ; but meerly becaulg they envy 
otners 


23 Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. 
others the potkc{fion of it ; and there arc 
ewo things winch frequer ty become Tem! 


rations to Men. te Ict go the Truth forthem 
VIC 


1. Mens ontward peace and quietnels 
There are times where: Perſecutions ariſe 
for the Tr. tf f men Wilt owW11 1t;, ard 
and by\ar.d maititour their tits to it, iT will 
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Col: Lem a £C3T CCR, O! n3Ocliiat OIike. 3:4 
Diicipies or Cuſt rk look to be hae 
of ali men tor Chrile ond Truths {cke $ and of- 
tentmes thee are 3: Unc Tl tair Of.e15 
made unto them ; that it the 
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Trath but a little, and part with bue a tes 

' grains of this pearl, rhey th oy "AVC wad 
and HOCTty 1 In exchange for 1t 3 whereas, if 
they will not give their lone they Ihall 
fuffer all Manner Gf OppGirtion, ana be ex- 
poied to Violenc ce and rage ; and when the 
Cale 15 ſich, the heart of man, which natu- 
rally loves caſc and mMmunuy {om tro olible, 
15 too ready to be en{nared, ant | vive 2 molt 
unhappy conlent to fach a 'pror ofal as this, 
and rafſhly to buy thcir peace with the ſale 
of the Tratiz, 
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2: The gratitica tion of fome fleſhly Iſt ; 
the truth 18 an cacmy to allt hole: and ma- 
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#7 times it i5 fo, that men canrot hold the 
Fruth in a conſciencious profeffion of it, 
but this will prevent the aims, and curb in 
the reachings of carnal concupilcence 2 
ſometimes Covetouſnels craves afrer the 
worl d,a and 1ts dzfres are {> large and bound- 
leſs, that they cannot bs kept pace withal, 
except a man remit ſome part of che 
Truch which concerns honety, and fome 
rules or piety too, or Rel:gious Duties; and 
row 1f "ha wit! get the world, he mutt. fell 
theſe "Truths, io did Dems, 2 Tu N. 4. TO. 
ſometincs a mans. ambirion reacheth h after 
Prererment, and {o much of honour and com- 
mand, as may bz procured 11 a way ct truth, 
will not Content him : if he will riſe in the 
worlds favour, and cl: | Tis 
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or man is. often weofally expoſed by ſuch 
Temptations, as are © (uicea to his carnal 
inchoations. 


% 


From the Premiles We may oather this 
Concluſion, wiv, That when w2 are bidgen 1} 
not to {cl the Truth, we are therebz enjoyned 
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fo maimtain the belief, and anſwerable pros 
feſſwon of it, and by no means to be prevailed uporh 
0 renounce, or ſo much as Jiſſombll it; neither 
to be tempted with the menaces on the one 
hand, nor wound in wath the flatteries of 
the world on the other, to part with the 
Trata 19 exchange either for life, - or li- 
berty or favour, or grandure, or any Fleſh 
plealing error whatſoever. 


Ge Fihy it is not to be ſold. * 


He» There necd no other reaſon be ren- 
dred of it, but this; Becauſe, for a man 
that hath bought the Truth, to fell it a- 
92in; crofieth all the rules and ends of 
prudent Merchan4ize, and this may be 
exemplifhed in two or three particulars. 


I. No Underſtanding Man will part 
with that which he cannot ſubfit without, 
and if he put it out of his hands, cannot get 
it again; for by fo dog he at once un- 
does himieif: inch a thing 1s Truch; it 1s a 
mans /ife, 1£ hz have it not, he !s an undone 
man: without Fruth no man can be faved ; 
he who ſeils the Truth, hates bis own ſoul ; he 
1s guilty of deitroying himſfelt with his own 
hands, it is utterly 1mpoſlible that he ſhould 
OPng f5 29 ALY bartey 
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carter for any thing in exchange for it, that 
an {upply the neceſiary uſe of 1t to him ; for 
he world hath it not to offer him : in the ve- 
y ſame moment wherein a man parts with 
he Truth, he parts with God, and Chriſt, 
ind Heaven, and all grounaed hope of hap- 
ine(s : and if men will be fo foolifh as to fell 
he Truth,God is wont to be ſo {zvere in bea- 
ring witnels againit them, as ts give them up 
o believe « lye, to their own dammation ; as that 
\ whul Scripture denouncetn, 2 Thef.2.9, 10, 
nd what will become of ſuch an unhappy 
Tretch, when hes hath ſold the Trath that 

ould have ſaved hin, and purchaſed a lye in. 


\ 


he room of 1t, that will damn hum 2 


2+ The next end of buying and ſeiling 1s 
5 get gain ; and no man would willingly if 
2 conld avoid it, fell any thing to his loſs, 
ach lets to his 1rreparable loſs. A man may 
ofiiDly be a loler by trading, and it may be 
navoidabiey but 1t 1s n9 mans propoſed end 
to be, but the contrary ; but we cannot fell. 
2 Truth upon any account, but our loſs by 
is fale will be 1incomputable : let the offer 
ch 15 made for it look never {fo big, and 
at a man gets by his parting witathe Truth 

2 1h vulgar eſteem of never ſo great worth, 
t this man that hath thus fold, hath fold fo 
IG 
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the loſs; he puts off: an Or tental Jewe' for 4 
pebvle fone, that gives tte Tiuch for 1t; 
Suppole a man faculd purchaſe the Teaſe © 
ten or wwenty years in this world of quiet, 

and freedom from moleſtation by forfa king 
of it, when PO oflt! Iv he muſt have Deen cut 


- ” "LIT * = 


Proth' nay, ip ,ofe that he ſhould have "had 
the whole wor Id as a compenſation for it, yet 
before a man {trikes up. it 15 good for him 

ſeriouſly to ponder and chew 1 upon that of 
our "I, Mat. 16.26. hat is a man profr 
ted if he gain toe whele world, and loſe his own 
Soul? this 1 > me hat one Truth hath ten 
thouſand times more worth in it, than ten 
thouſand worlds ; wh wile man then would 


ſell it 2 


3. A man will deny hiniſclf in parting 
with ſomething © do a friend a kindnels, but 
bath to de wictrgto lymiclt,& really to gra 1 
tify or advantage no otiier, 15 nothing [2 
then macneis : and fo goth that man that 
ſells the Tru. They are not friends, but 
the worit of CNCNNCS ( becavle they are fo 
to our Souls) wao leek tr; git © 1t from us: 
and that allo to no venetit of theirs at all] 
but only to {atriic their own maltgnit y, and 
to do a ſpite unto us, tle that falls che Truth, 

' grieve! 


grieves all that he nad any reaſon to pleaſe, 
God and his Holy Spirit are grieved, and 
Gods people are thereby icandal:zed : and 
whilſt he does no true good to any 1n the 
world, he quite undoeth himſelf ; an this is 
always the undoabted 1fſae of ſuch a bargain, 
Prov. $. 36. He that finneth againſt mz, wron- 
geth his own Soul, 


USE I. For Reprehenſion z it ſerves to con- 
vince the folly and madneſs of the preateſs part 
of men that live under the light of the Goſpel, 
and there are muli#tudes that ffand guilty in both 
the peints here commended to us, 


I. It is matter, as of lamentation, fo of 
juſt rebuke, that the Trath hath fo few Cu» 
{tomers that are 1n good earnelt to buy it 2 
and there are two conſiderations, Whicte 
highly - aggravate the blame of thoſe 
men that haves hid their lot caſt '1n this 
corner of the world, vis, 4 


I. That Truth hath been brought tothetr 


doors, and offered to, yea, urged'upon then 


datly; and yet they do negle& -1t : there 
hath been no need to fend to the fartheſt 
Indies, to fetch it thence, and yet (they wall 
yenturs ſo far to procure that -which 1s but 


en 
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muſt have ſhame, reproach, and bloody Per- 
Jecution as appendices to 1t: Truth and- al 
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dirt and traſh in compariſon of it : they 
have not been neceflitated to go from Townfl ' 
to Town, and wander ia Sea to Sea, for 
zhe Ford of God, but it hath been brought 
home unto them, and God hath had his 
Criers 1n every place, who have called out 
unto men from Sabbath to Sabbath, and up- 
on divers other market-days have expoſed 
the Truth to their view ; have opened to 
them tne great myſteries of the Geſpel, and 
uſed many earneſt entreaties with men that 


and yet for all this, how have they {lighted 
and diſregarded 2 


2. That it hath been offered to them upon} 
Fair and eaſy terms ; ,Truth-was hardly ever 
A better penniworth fince the world ſtood, 
than it hath been to us; and whether ever 1t 
awill be ſo cheap again in our days, as it hath 
Þcen now for theſe ſo many years, the Lord 
Knows: Truth 1ndeed can never be an hardſ: 
bargain ; ſuppoſe it be attended with neverſt 


fo many diſadvantageous circumſtances, it ist 


NKill good, and woith our buying, though weſr 
2 


Croſs, Truth and a faggot are net: to be. re-ſ 
jeRgd by kim who will approye himelt _ | 
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| Sat yet ſuch appurtenances of 1t are wont tg 

| be a diſconrageinent to fi2ſh and blood, and 

of reluting nature 15 wont to milgtve at the ap- 

|| prehenſfton of it : but we have had this pre- 

th cions pearl ſet in gold: Truth under alf 

| manner of advantages hath been offered un- 

i to us; peace, plenty, credit, preferment ; and 

>| that notwithſtanding all this, it hath !] bin 

If fo flighted among us, and there have been {6 

th few that have bought 1t, 1s a plain difcover y 

if of our woful folly, and will ſtand againſt all 

1] fach as have not fo done to their greater con- 
demnation «© and that this ufe is no flanderous 

I accuſation, but ayjuſt and neceflary reprehen- 

al fion, and that J may withal point at ſuch as 

r[do moſt of all deſerve to come under the 

},Iconvicion of it, let 1t be conſidered. 

it | 

hl T1. How tnany there are (eſpecially 1n this 

d[place) that ſeldom (if ever) Saagn truths 

d[market; z. e. the Publick Ordinances? Not 

erjto make mention of, or bring into this Ca- 

s|talogue, theſe who pretend themſelves bor 

reſpoſſeſſed of Truth enough to ſerve their turn, 

r-Jand-ſo greatly enriched with a treaſure: of 4 
alſLight within, that they make it one princi* 

e-fpal article of their Relig:on, never to come 

2 :there where Truth is to be bought ; it 15 ſaid 

atÞy fome who haye had great adyantage to | 
WW OISELS OUT Cov? D 2. 48 make I 
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make ſuch an obſervation, that no Sabbath 


day paſſeth, wherein there are not many 
hundreds in this very place, who have 
nothing of neceflary hindrance, and yet 
do not repais. to any one place of Pub- 
lick Worſhip: and of a great many more, 
3t 15 too notorious to be called into que- 
ſion, - that 1f they can get forth to Gods 
Houſe one part of the Sabbath, they have 
full enough of the ' Publick Worſhip, and 


think they have done ſome great matter :|| 
and it 1s certain, that ſuch as theſe are} 


no buyers ; they are onely ſuch as watch 
daily at Wiſdoms gates, and wait at the poſts 
of her Doors, Prov. S. 34- 


2, The unſuitable behaviour of many un- 
der them, who do come to the Ordinances; 
proves them not to be in earneſt : not te 
{ay, but that there may be reaſon ſufficient 
to think that there are many who outwardly, 
profeſs, and make ſhews of much reverence 
and attention, who may yet be juch as the 
Lord complains of to the Prophet , Ezekiel 
133. Zl-. Come as the people cometh, GC: and 
with their mouth, they ſhew much love, but their 
heart goeeth after their Covetouſneſs, What 
thall we judg of thoſe who come to the houſe 
of God to Keep out the timg mherey, they 

; OU 
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ſhould be hearing the Oracles of God, or 
ſtand gazing up and down to obſerve perſons 
and garbs, or are whiſpering and laughing 
together, when they ſhould be yeilding at- 
tendance to the things that are ſpoken 2? All 
of which are too notorioully common and 
obſervable, ta be charged as fanſies and ſur- 
miles, Or, 


3. The woful deficiency there 1s in many, 
in rggard of the fruits of profitable attending 
upon Goſpel Ordinances : if men do really 
buy the Truth, it will enrich them, and 1t 
will not be hid; but what ſhall we ſay, to, 


| 1. The groſs ignorance of ſuch great 
numbers, even in the main and principal 
points of Religion ? thoſe very ſtaple truths 
of it; the moſt main and neceflary things 
of all? that of the Apoſtle 1s too true of them - 
ly. Heb. 5. 12. When for ihe time ye cught to be 
Teachers, ye have need that one teach you again, 
which be the firſt principles of the Qraeles © 
God, and it in a place where there hath fo 
much of light ſhone, and the Truth hath 
been ſo eaſy to come by, men have all this | 
(2 while gotten {o little of 1t into thew hands, 


what ſhall we then think they hgvgin their ; 
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hearts ? if they had any heart to it, 1t could 
not pollibly be ſo. 


2. The vain and fooliſh converſation of 
multitudes : We may fay of the Truth, 
when men have indeed bought it, as Solomon 
ſpeaks of Wiſdom, which is the ſame thing, 
Prov. 2. IO, II, 12. When W:ldom entreth 
znto thy heart, and knowledge is pleaſant unto 
tby Soul, diſercticn ſhall preſerve thee, SCC. and 
therefore wickedneſs 15 1a Seriptute called 
folly, and ungodly men fools; fo that when 
we ſee fin daily abounding among us, and 
men Jiving without any care or regard to 
their lives and ways, walking in the paths of 
death, and going in the road- way to deftru- 


&ion, 1t15 a Cicar witneſs againſt them, that 


they have rezcaed the Truth; and our Sa- 
viour teils us, This is the Goſpel Condemnati- 
en, that !:s 53t is come into the world, and men 
chaſe darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their, 
Wwors axe evil, Fohn J« 19; 


3. The little care there is to inſtru and 


bring up children in the knowledg of the 
Feuth ; if men had indeed bought the truth, 


Zaey could not but be engaged 1n heart and 


alte&tion to it, and if ſo, they would defice 
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children, for whoſs wealth and proſperity 
faature it felt teacheth them to be ſollicitous, 
when therefore they can altogether negle& 
them, and neither take any pains to inſtru& 
them themſelves, nor ſend them carefullyto 
thoſe places where they may be inſtructed , 
they grotly diſcover themſelves, to be at leaſt 
rangers to che ſaving knowledge of the 
Truth; elfe they could never reſt content 
all they had brought theirs to the market, 
and uſed their beſt -endeavour that they 
might purchaſe it too « kow ofcen is the wiſe 
man 1n the Proverbs calling upon his Son ta 
icek after Wiſdom ? 


No: for the preater conTvidon, give me 


Weave to faffen this nail of reproof with theſe 


three blows : Conkider, 


1. By this neg!2 you put an high attrone - 
upon the God of FTrath: God accounts 
that he hath made you the greateſt and moſt 
hiberal offers that can be, when he hath ſet . 
before ' you his Goſpe}, and publiſhed the 
great Truths of Salvation in your hearings 
together with the inviting you to come and 
vet them for your own; for you therefore 


ÞÞrcer all rhis'to negle&t them, and have no 
þegard to them, is a carriage moſt comenp- 
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| tyous, and argues that you look upon them 
as not worth the ſeeking after : and God WI 
looks upon himſeif to be ſer at naught by fc 
theſe carriages, and hence you muſt needs 
thus 1riitate his anger, and engage him a- 
gainſt you, and how wotul a folly 1s thac? Ny 


2. It you negle&-to buy the Truth now, Nl 
ſhortly it will not be to be bought; not only Er 
wil the price rile,as there is abundant likelt= ff 1 
hood that it will, 1f Truths encniies may ob. IN 
tain their will; and how far God may permit | 
it thus to be, fo make thoſe who have thus if « 
{l;ghted it, to fee and feel their own fooliſh- Þ| 
nets, I cannot tell :; bur the market will ina 
Iitcle time be quite over with you ; ſee Eccl. 
9.40. There is no wiſdom in the grave whetber 
zhou goeft ; you may live to lee the time when, 
that complaint will again be verified, Pſal. 
74.9. Ie ſee not cur ſigns, there 15 no more any 
Propher, However, 1t 15 certain, that there 
are no offers made of it to thoſe that are 
gone down into filence; hell 1s not privi- 
jedged with having the proclamations of the 
Goipel made in xt, and the fpritual teachings 
: the Truth there apphed ; when. the pre- 
kk fent life enas, there will thenceforth be no 
| advancage.to buy, for God will nor' then fell 
(]: £64 Truih 19 any : and kaſt you ſhould de 
; | 1DIG 
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ſpiſe this motive, and think it no ſuch infe- 
city to Joſe the opportunity of. purchahng 
it : Coatider, 


Wh "5s tne ge 


3. There will-a time certainly come , 
wherein you will repent of this great neg- 
I: ; although you pleaſe your ſelves with 
, Blics for the preſent, yer they will ner do al- 
 flways.: you will crelong be unavordably con- 
« Evinced, that in all your other deal;ngs inthe 
world, you have bin laying out vour money 
© fl for that which 1s not bread, When a man 
; || comes to leave this world, and muſt then 
leave all his worldly gertings behind him, 
and none of all his gain maſt deſcend with 
him into the grave, then will he with, ( and 
ic may be too late ) Oh that I had not fool'd 
away my: precious advantages ! that I had 
not ſpent all my time avout that which cannet 
profit ! had I but laboured for the* Truth as 
much as I have done for theſe peritking 
things, it would not thus have deſerted me, 
[ ihould not have gone thus naked 1nto an a- 
mazing eternity. Scorn theſe warnings now 
as much as you pleaſe, yet tais I dare to 
pawn my credit, yea and life upon, that all 
thoſe who deipile the ſaving Truths of Jeſus 
Chriſt, will ſooner- or later be powerfully 

cOnyinced of tglr excellency, and their own, 
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deſperate madne(s, in contemning of them, 
and be enforced whether they will or no, 
with heart-breaking ejulations to cry out' 
of their own unhappy fooiiſhneſs, fo carelet- 
ly-to miſs of heavens marker, and triflingly 
to loſe the once fair opportunity of buying 
the Truth, when there was &@ price in their 
bands, and there wanted notinng but an heart 
20 it ; but Oh that you were now wiley that you 
underjtocd ibis, and weald confider the latter 


end, 


2. They alſo do as deeply deſerve this 
reprook, that are as forward to ſell the Truth 
as the other were backward to buy it. Truth 
doth not only Ilye upon Gods hands ( as a 
negletted drug, and needleſs commodity) 
for want of cuſtcmers, but many that have 
bought it are ready to turn 1t upon his hands 
again, beginning to recent of their bargain. 
Nor doth this reproof only reach unto fuch 
as have bought it no more than in a viible 
proteiiion, and by a literal knowledge, but 
even thoſe that have {avinzly bought too + 
for although there 15 no truly believing Soul 
that ihall fo fall from grace, as finally to re- 
I1nquith the great things of Life and Salvatt- 
on, yet they may, and often do unhappily- 
"pawn this -or that parcel of Truth , and-. 
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\Bfometimes alſo come too near the making of 
this undoing bargain z though the Holy Spi- 
ric of God doth in great fauhfulneſs gwe 
them ſuch-a ſeafonable whiſper, and to effe- 
ual as {nall make them to revoke 1teagain 
Y Elbefore it be throughly driven; and it is th 
S flbe obſerved, that when the Goſpel Truth 
hath been embraced but in a profcfiion, it 1s 
very rare that any luch go fcil it again by 
whole ſale ; there are too decp impreffions 
of it made upon the Conſciences of men, to 
ſuffer them to part with it all at once: but 
how maiiy fuch are there thar retail it out 

Jin parcells, tili they have very little left be- 
2 hind 2 and for a more particular diſcovery 
of thoſe that are found gwlty upon this ac- 
count : Let us but obſerve, | 


I. How many there are that have been 
bartering of the Truth for Error? ſuch as 
nave ſometimes been Orthodox 1n their pro- 
teflion, how are they by degrees drawn to 
believe Lies inſtead of the Truth, and have 
ſet themſelves with eager violence to oppele 
* [thoſe things which ſometimes they have: re- 
g folutely maintained 2 they have ſuffered 
tnemlelves to be bewitched with. the entice» 


| [ments of error, and todrink of its poylon- 
; [£8 cup ; they bays heaykengd te a fow fair 
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ſpeeches, and cunningly deviſed fables, till they 
have been per{waded to let go ſome precious 
Truth or other in their room; yea, and been 
fo toolrſh as not only to reſt well contented 
with, but to make their foohſk brags and 
boaſts of the happy exchange they have 
made; as tho' a gulded error were of more 
value than a plain and folid Truth : how 
hath that of the Apoſtle been too ſadly ves- 
rihed 2 Rom. 16. 18. By good words and fair 
ſpeeches, they deceive the hearts of the limple ; 
and 1t 15 to be taken notice of, as a thing 
molt frequent, that when men once begin 
thus to break bulk, 1t is very 1mprovable that 
they will ſtop till they have put off their 
whole lading, | F 


2. How mueh baulkins there is of the truth 
co gratifie mens own luſts, and the luſts of 
other men. All Divine Truths are practt- 
cal, and men then preperly hold them, 
when they walk in conformuy to them, fo 
that when men once begin i works to deny 
the Profeſlion which they have in word held 
ferth, they do really make fale of che Truth, 
an; this 15 uſually dene to give content to 
{-ne luſt or other : mens exorbitant courſes 
are therefore in Scripture called Lies, be- 


. «ule they are a practical renouncing -of the 
bs . PY | 
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Truth; & that man that lives contrary unto 
it, doth as openly deny it, as he who ſets 
himſelf to confute it by arguments: and 
whete ever a mar Yoth any thing which 1s 
contrary to the l1ght of the Word of God, 
and the Dictates of his own Conſcience, he 
then foregoes the Truth ; and 1t he doth not 
{ell it out-r1ght, he lays it to pawn; and how 
many ſuch Mortgages may we ſee made in 
the world, from one time to another ? and 
it 15 plain, that there are many who run ſo 
deep upon the account, that it 1s juſtly to be 
doubted, whether ever they intend to take 
them up again, The covetous man, who to 
get gain, negles the rules of honeſty ; the 
yoluptuous man who to pleaſe the cravings 
of his flefaly luſts, goes beyond the ſet bounds 
of ſobriety ; the ambitious man, who to 
{crue himfelt into preferment in the world, 
forgets the precepts of lincerity ; when the 
fearful man to avoid reproach and fcoffs, 
and to preſerve his Eitate or Liberty, either 
d:flembles. or fupprefizth the Truth, theſe 
men are 1n all theſe things guilty of tranſ< 
erefling this command, and are to be looked 
upon as barterers of the Truth, In a word, 
every degree of Apoſtacy; all growing wea- 
ry of the Goſpel Oranances, all careleſs or 


ot 
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or negle& of performing the duties en; 
joyned men 1n the Word of God, com 
under this . reproof :- and if men on} 
come to think the Truth a burdenfonywfſ. 
or a dangerous thing to them, they art} 
not very far from making a ſale of it ; ; 
when it is as Mal. 1.13. What @ wearineſi, 
3s it ? and in purſuit of this reproot, Ip, 
myght reinforce the arguments uſed with 
the former, but to pals them over, I&} 
me further urge two things. 
( 
1. Conſider what a vile difparagement}; 
you do' hereby caſt upon the Truth : Heſ 
that doth not- prefer 1t above all things, 
doth certainly greatly diſparage it , hel; 
that can but entertain a thought in his 
heart of letting it go upon any account, 
muſt needs be ſuppoſed to undervalue iti 
yea, ſuch a thought as that conſented un-|} 
to, is a formal fale of it, for 1n thath 
thought he hath indeed let it go : nay gþ 
he that makes a deliberate queſtion abouth 
it, duth in ſo doing make a doubt whe-Jj 
ther there be not ſomething better than |; 
the Truth, yea, and that very thing, how 
vile and baſe ſoever it be, for which ha 
thinks of ſelling it, begins by his ſo thinks 
|, 3ng; to challenge 1jn his underſtanding a | 
4 PICs 
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Fpreferrence to the Truth : no man can fo 
Kmuch as debate within himſelf about the fel- 
Aling of 1t, until he hath entertained in his 
heart , vile and unworthy conceptions of 1t 3 
Wind how high a provocation this muſt needs 
tbe to the God of Truth we may well ſup- 
poſe, when we remember that his own name 
and glory is concerned in it, for the vindica- 

tion whereof he ſtands everlaſtingly enga- 
Wy ged, and 1f men will ſo far trample upon hs 
Ul honour, as tc debafe his Truth unto an un- 

worthy ſale, they ſhall find him to be a jealous 
 UGod, and one that will not ſo part with his 
At Glory, | 
ie 
551 2- Confider you will thus render yout- 
ef{elves not only miſerable, but alſo unpitied, 
15]You will not only be undone, but come un- 
der the deferved charge of being your own 
It Jindoers : who will ſhew compatlion to that 
1-Jman, that hath a Jewel of unconceirable 
athvalue, enough to enrich him for ever, and 
 2flyet goes and barters it away for a trifle, a 
utworthlefs toy, and a thing th#t will never do 
C-fhim a real kindneſs? fo the Lord chargeth 
Mn them for doing, Jer.-23 11. 24y people hats 
WW 


hanged their glory for that which d'th: not pro- 
18 [fr, But chen, for a man to put it away for 
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gravated madneſs: ſo doth every one tha 
ſells the Truth, -let him do it upon the moſt 
{cemingly rational conf1derations that can by 
1magined for a man to forgo that which a 
lone can guide, dire&, and Jead him up tf. 
the enjoyment of God, and Chintt, and. glo 
ry, for nothing better or more valuable 
than that which will periſh in a little time, 
and before he can well ſettle himſelf upon 
it, muſt forſake him for ever, 1s ſuch a piece 
of foolery as cannot be paralleiÞ'd : and thus 
the Lord himſelt paraphraſech upon the Ape 
ſtacy of the Jews, Jer. 2. 123. 4 people hat 
committed two evils; they have forſuken mi 
the fountain of Living Waters, aud hewed them 
out Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns that can hola. m 
Water, and what could they do more, to,un}' 
do themſelves utcerly 2 


USE II. For Information 5 and there # 
this only inference which T ſhall draw from the 
Dotfrine, v1z. we may hence learn how preath 
they are miſtaken, who take upon them to cerſunt 
the people of God for being at too much pains t 
get, and being [o fixedly reſolved not to part witi® 
the Truth, Theſe are the two main article 
which ungodly men have to wrge, and for whicl 
they paſs [0 [evere a verditt againſ# them, 'an 

upon the account whereof they ſtigmatizze them 
"ey pcs I , will 


with many names of reproach : but the Do- 
&rine before us will ftand up for there Trft if att 
pn, and ſerve to-vindieate ther reputation ſyors 
the "Merit .of any opprobry 3 IF: us bring them 
ord fo F005 foueD Foe OG TN 1 


| £549; 11d oe 
I. The worldjudge it tobe: high impru- 
dence in them, that they are at'fo muth coſt 
and charge for the-purchafing of the Trath', 
There' are ſome ho +voluntarily leave all 
ontward advantages, 'which' they. might 04 
therwiſe have enjoyed, that lo they may 
dwelt at Truch's Market, and poſlels the free 
 liberty-of Gods Hoaſe and Ordinances, and 
[ fit under the plain Diſpenſations of the 
Word; they do alſo liberally expend for the 
| ttpholding .of the* means" of grace among 
them, accounting it a rich mercy. to hind 
the opportunity ſo to do; they take up a 
conſiderable part of their ttme every day in 
converſing with God and: Kis Word ; they 
frequent on all occaſions the piblick- places 
1 where” Ttuth i opened ind exhibited; and. 


, 


quaintance with it 5' and becauſe they thus 
do, they are accounted a company# of. halt 
4 witted people, filly Souls, that do- mot know 
| what'1s for their own good :' what & deal! of 


4 E _ * whey 


_—_ j* x 

«x * 
- 
W. 
'7 
Pp 


Buy the Truth, and Sell it riot. "56 


\ $$ 


give all diligence to get-more- intimate a&_ 


| time do they unprofitably waſte away : for 
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| they know not what 2 how many ſhillings; 
pay pounds, might they have gained in the 
ume, wiillt they were at ſuch a Sermon, at- 
tending upon ſach an Ordinance? and all 
this to acquaint themſelves with a few empty 
notygns which they call Truth, that when 


they have.gotten them, ' will neither fill the 
belly, nor. cloath the back : But ſtay a little, 
and don'trun away wuh all the cry, as if 
vou were the only wile: and prudent men in 
the world, and wiſdom or folly muſt needs 
take their meaſures from your vote : know it 
then, that theſe perſons have, not only hea- 
vens approbation for wiſdom, but by your 
own rules alſo, if you will fairly and 1mpar- | 
tially apply them, you ſhall be enforced- to: 
confeſs them to be men of the greateſt dif- | 
cretion ; For, | | 
I. 'They drive the richeſt trade : they are | 
poor and paltry things that cther men areſ* 
dealing inz compared with - what theſe men [ 
deal for: hear the wiſemans judgment in this! 
caſe, Prov. 3.,14. The merchandize of it is bet: ( 
ter than the merchandize of ſilver, and the gainf 
" thereof , then. fine gold, and chap. Ss. 19s WJ l 
-  fruitis; better than gold, yea than fine gold, and 
Fo my revenue than choice ſilver, One SavingF 
Truth z&ally purchalgd, makes the man more 
y* Med ood, BA wealchy 
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than 1f he had emgroſt the treaſure of both 
the Indies ; he hath gotten a' Pearl which 
hath .niore of intrinſecal worth in it thare 
the. whole world beſides; that which will 
ſtand him more in ſtead, and do him a far 
greater kindneſs, than if he had a whole 
\ houſe full of gold : theſe be the men who 
Fare in the right-way»to inherit ſubſtance, 
1 | whereas all other men are but in the purſue 
ic fafrer meer ſhadows. There are ſome mert 
+ {here that can make their brags how they | 
\. {have gotten ſome hundreds 1n a bargain 
ir [that hath, not' bezn many hours in driving g 
r. put he that recerves one beam of Divine 
to 7 ruch wradiating is Soul in an Ordinances 
(. (hath gained more than many Miltons int 

'Ithat hourz and let him who hath been fo 
rain asto ſpend the time of an Ordinance ity 
re [his Shop or Ware-houſe with the beſt advan- 
reſtage that- can be thought of, compare withs 
en{Þm who bath been thre fame time in the 
hisJHouſe of God, and welt improved his time 
o:-[there,and he fall ind upon-a true account, 
zig{tbar this man'hath made incomparably che 
my Þ!t bargain, for the one hath been trading. 
ndfor the things of time, while the other hath 
_ gr dedling for thoſe of eternity. | 
ore VER EN 
hy | 2+ They drive the ſure# trade, as their 
E 2 gain 
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' gain is by much the grexeſt,do it is the moſt 
certain, the Worlds Merchants run through 
g-cat hazards, and deal upon the highR 
uncertainties ; all their- expectations hang 
upon meer peradventures, and hence by ' a 
moſt proper name, they call that part of their 
eſtate which they ſend: abroad 1n_ way of. 
trading, their venture , for it muſt firſt. run 
through unknown caſualties, f ever it make 
a good return :, 1t may be ſhipped z good or- 
der and well conditioned, but one daſh upon a 
Rock, may ſplit. all : his hope at once, and 
bury his whole treaſure in a grave of Wa- 
ters 3 one Leak breaks yiolently in and ſpoils 
it, a Pyrate ,meets 1t accidentally in his way, 
and mak2s-a prize , of it ;, or 1f.1t ſcapes all 
| . theſe dangers, and reach its Port,in ſafety, 
a bad market loſeth him all his gains at laſt ; 
and therefore to ſcape ſome. of. theſe 1incon-: 
- veniences, men deal. with Enſurers, and ſo 
hope to ſave part ; but ſometimes they. break: 
t90o : Bnt this man that 15 trading for the 
'Truth in- good earneſt, hath heavens enſu- 
'Tance,. and the ſecurity of a_ neyer failing 
Promiſe, from an able and faithful God, for 
his ſ\ucceſs and continued gain, Hoſea 6: 3. 
T hen ſhall we knew, if we follow on to know the. 
Lord, Prov. 2. 4, 5. If thou ſeekeſt bby as Sil- 
wer, and ſearcheſt for ber as for bid treaſures; 
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then ſhalt 'thou underſtand the fear of the Lords © 
' and find the knowledge of God. $a” 


3. It is the moſt Homourable Trade: He 
that 1s engaged in this. Merchandize of buy- 
ing the Truth, is indeed one of the Royat 
Company. . There are ſome employments , 
which, though gain{ul, are yet counted for- 
did and baſe, and-generous ſpirits {corn ta 
take them -up th hopes of a little profar * 
there, are .others which are of credk and 
good. repute among men ; but they-are all of 
them. mean and contemprtible.,. compared 
with this, and not the beſt of rhem can es . 
quall it in honour. This man haththe leaſt 
need of any to be aſhamed of his Occupati- 
on :. yea, and 1t 15 the way to honour and 
preferment ; wildom exalts her Cuſtomers 
not only to wealth, but alſo.to great dignity, 
Prov. 3: 16. I her left hand-are-riches and ho- 
{nour; and chap. 4. 8, 9. Exalt her,. and ſhe 

ſhall promote thee, &c, They are none but 
Jexczllenc ones that are 1 Partnerſhip with 
| theſe men ; and they are 1ntinitely $larious. * 
I perfonages whont they: drive -their dealing 
with; Ged, Fathery Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


4. It 1s the moſt ſatisfying Trade. - The 
great Truths of the Houle of God, are foul- 
CO, conteniung. 
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contenting things, Pſal. 36. B. They ſtall be 
abundantly [atisfied - with the fatneſs of thine 
, bouſe, Tt 1s a very joyful, thing to frequent 
this market, Pſal. 122. 1. Ias glad when 
they [aid unto me, let us go into the houſe of the 
| Lord; and there 1s abundance of Reaſon for 
It, for the dealing 1s in Soul-ſatistying things: 
they are things /all of marrow and fatneſs, 
and may therefore well. chear the heart; 
Men make a great deal of buitle and do 1n 
this world, trading and bartering, but it 15 
al! with abundance of diſquiet : there 15 a 
great deal of nowſe made, and but a Jitthe 
- Content taken, Eccl. 1, 8. The eye gs not [atis- 
fed with feeing, the ear is mit [aiisfhed with heas 
7ing. When men ſuffer lols, ut vexeth them, 
and when they get gain, it doth not quiet 
them, and what 15 the reaſon, but becauſe 
they are occupied about things that have not 
the matter of ſatisfaction 1n them? They ſpend 
2ncny for that which 15 not bread, and labour for 
that which ſatisfieth not, Iſa. 55. 2. whereas 


the very diſcovery of this Pcarl of Truth inf 
the Goſpel Field, fills the man with jey; how 
much.more raiſed then muſt he needs be, 
when he hath made it his own, though nj 
exchange for all thai he bad ? | | 


| = 
5. It 15 the molt Neceſſary Trade, Men, 


may 
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may do better without -any thing than _ ' 
eWTruth. Ir 1s an obſervation which ſome 
it have made, tha: the bigger half of trades . 
and Merchandize in the worjd 1s occu- 
e Epizd about trifles, or things of wich there 
ris no necefiity, but tt would te as well, 
S:Yif not better with mankind, if they were 
without them : and truly, if you: pleale to . 
tEadd the other half too, you fhail find all | 
In Blittle better than tors, if *compared © with 
$Sflthe Truth. As much as the hte 15 better 
aſlthan raiment, as far as: the ſoul excelis 
the body, as highly as eternity 15 to be 
:s-Fpreferred before time ; fo far 1s the + pur- 
ea*Fchaſe of Finth more neceſſary than_ the , 
M,gaining of every other thing in the world. 
et} fob therefore prizzth this, not only above 
ms conveniences but bevond all ris mege/= 
ſeries whatſoever, Feb. 23. 12. 


T 

forſ 6. They trade for the moſt Dwrdble E- 
calſtate : It 1s that which, when once got- 
| 1Nſtsn, will abide by them ; hence that Pro. 
OWNS. 18. Riches aud b:mnour are with me: yea, 
be, Durabie Riches and Ryghtecuſneſs. Phewhkole 
Nlt::ick of this world is occupied about -peri- 
ning things : there is a-moth.in their gar 
nts, and rf upon their  metalls, 0 
1ekkbief warchsth tor both, ready to ca ES 
na | 
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away: all theſe things have wings; and are | 
every moment ready for the flight, Pro. 23; 
5: Riches certainly ty themſelwer-wings, &c.: 
and no man. ever yet- had the art to clip: 
them, or if they Yid, they foon' grew again * 
bit Truth is a never failing treaſtre; if once \ 
4 man hath gotten it for his own, i "will ne-" 
ver forſake him. Truth 15 1n* it felf Incor-' 
ruptible; 1 Pet, 1. 23' and hence 15 incapa- 
ble of being corroded by meth or rſt, and 
it hes out of the reach of "the. Thief, he that 
poſkſieth the Trith 'cannot berobbes of it; 
There are indeed [ſome things here below, 
that are raore durable tharr others, and hence' | 
( comparatively.) are: more * deſirable, on. 
which account' the worlds: prudent men en- 
eavour to' convert their-eſtates* as faſt as. 
they may with convenience, intothem ; ſuch | 
are. ' Houſes ind Lands: - and: the Plalmiſt © 
gives us the reafon for it, Pfal. 49. 11. Their” 
imvard. ;kþoug ht 1 is that their houſes ſnall continue | 
for « ever, anu their aelling places to' all genera- 
zi0ns, - But the man who hath turned his all ' 
int Truth, and ſettled-that as his proper 1n- 
WL hericancc; hath inknitely © out-witted theſe. 
Men. Truth 1 's anceverl2{ting Treaſure, and 


| he that hath bought it ſhall have ſomething 


to hve on, has the other ſhall- be hike np | 
\ bralſts that periſh ; "2061 15 K Kio: 2*Let then' ors , 
IE FBS © "WOT % 
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> Brrorlds.J/haels mock on and Tet pious ſouls 

{ſcar it patiently, unti] the happy time Ihall 
.: ome, wherein all accounts ſhall be adjuſted, 


>: [end even-reckonings made up : and if then,: 
 ſklieſe Merchants ſhall be found fools, let the 


wicked 'tritimph for ever but know i afſu- 
redly how ſcornfully ſoever they now deport 
themſelves toward the children of Wiſdom, 
- + Yibe Upripht ſhall have dominica over them in 
1 Wehe morning. ODE <2 L ; 
_—_ 


Y 2. The world is alſo no lefs prejudiced at 
, Godly men for their tenaciouſneſs of the 
e: (Truth, to fee them hold it fo refolutely, and 
a. being {o unperſwadable to part . with ut, by 
- | Jall the utraoſt endeavours ale to bring them 
s: off, and win them to relinquiſh it 5 when 
h they fee how many, and what cunning at- 
t I tempts there'are-made to draw them over to 
r” | give conſent, or-to force them upon making | 
e Ja fale,” and after all, the one 15 rejeRed with 
= Jan holy ſcorn, and the other is born with an - 
ll '] invincible patience, and the moſt politickly 
1- | contrived, and mduſtriouſly proſecuted en-. 
e Þ deavours ag, finally prove unſucceſsful: when . 
d | they ſee how many and grievous things they 
g | ſuffer for the Truth ſake, and all cannot 
& *| prejudice them againſt ut, but rather confirms 
& | their loye to it, and adds ſtrength to their 
ft, og 3009 OO RR = 
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tous *reſolutions never to forgo it; wit 


. 
# 


10w great chearfulneſs they can take the being 
ſpoyled of their gods, deprived of their hbers. ſt 


. 


ties, yea, and be:'ng robbed of their very 


lives, and all this becauſe” they will not partly 
with. Truth ; yea, they do the more cloſely |t 
hug and enzbrace it ; they hereupon do cer-Jc 


tainly conclude theſe men to be tar gone of 
a frenzy : eſpecially when they take notice 
how frm they are 1n the maintayning of the 


leaſt Truth, ſo-as rather to pull all the world, 


aboue cheir cars, then let a ſyllable of 1t go; 
will (with the Thice Chilaren)) run the 


yeature of a Fiery Furnace, ra.her than bow” 


the body to an Imaze; hazard the ſufferings 
of all manner of tortures before! they will 
throw a little frankincenie into the fire, (as 
did the Primitive Chriſtzaris ) loſe all the fa- 
vours and preferments they have -enjoyed, 
and might otherwiſe have ſtill poſſefied, ra- 
ther than Worſhip God otherwiſe than as 
he hath appointed ; yea dye the moſt cruel 
death rather than deny any one article of 
Gods revealed Will ; they either rail at them 
235 willful, turbulent, ſchiſmarteal 5 the 
diſturvers of Church and Stare ; or clle 
commulerate them as men intoxicated with 
conſcientious niceties, whereby they become 
the unhappy diſturbers of their own us : 

duc 


7 
] 
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eiÞbut hold 3” theſe men are netther mad nor 
irunk, as you ſippoſe them to þc, bur-in 
rhe r{ght inind, and very well able to give 
ye eruly rational account of what they doz 
rt ſyca ſuch as C 1f you will approve of the rules 
y fthat wile merchants pretend to follow ) will 
r- clear up their cilcrenon : For,, 


—= 


1: The worid hath not hitherto bid them 

a Valuable piice for the Truth, norany thing 
near ONCe 3 and theretore no won if ney 
ow upO1 1t with holy fcorn : It Satan ether 
conld or would have perto: med that offer 
| which he made to the man. Chrilt , Mar. 4. 
8, 9. All this will 1 give thee, '&«c. upon his 
parcing with the Truth, yer 1t he had accept- 
ed 1t, he had been undone by the bargarm. 
It men that come to vou to buy your earthly 
merchanatz2, do profier you a price far ſhort 
of that which you valu# the commodity at, 
it will greatlvancenſle you, and you will ſcarce 
vouchſate lo much as to g1ve them an anſwer, 
but curn your backs upon them and be gone, 
as looking upon your ſelves to be mocket ; and 
It 15 out of queition, that when Satan and his | 
Inſtruments have made their largeſt offers to. 
godly men to win them from the Truth ; 
when they have cold them, they ſhall have 
thei hvgs, enjoy their hiberaes, ther eſtates, 
yea, 
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yea, and. be advanced to great honours and 
preferment, and made to enjoy whatſoeverſ 
the world 'can afford. to make them happy, 
they. have offered them but a Counter for 4 
Guiney, 'but a. Briſtow. ſtone, for an Oriental. 
Pearl ; yea, not ſo much as that, but indeed 
have ſoughtto impoſe upon them. the greate 
cheat that they poſlivly can : and yer 1f they 
do not readily and, cheartully .embrace the 
motion, and take in with the offer, they arg 
fools, anÞlots, and what not? in mens ef 

 Reem;* whereas it they ſhould be induced toll 
part with 1t on theſe tearms, 1t muſt needs 
argue thein ether of groſs 1gnorance, or 1n- 
deliberate folly ; euher that they have not a 
r1ght underſtanding of the valne of Truth, 

\ or are ſurprized  unawares with a deluding 
falſe opinion of the worth of theſe worthleiy 
things. But he that hath truly bought the 
Truth; knows 1ts worth 'tod well to lay it 
in the ballance againſt theſe things, and finds 
every day more of experunental (weetneſs 1n 
it, then to put ir off for \uch, gewgaws and 
childiſh fooleries as are here oftered to him ; 
and what a vile and 1njuricus thing 1s it for 
any to make offers to men to, make fools, of 
them, and when they have ſo done, to rail 
a4, and call chem ſo, becauſe ( chrough 
| _ 2 rage 
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ndBerace ) they have been too wiſe to accept. 
Eo of the ofter ? 
Y, | 


[ 


| 2. There'would greater harm ariſe to them 
from parting with it, then all chat the worlds 
malice can: bring upon them for keeping of 
jt, They are too precipitant who think that 
very thing 15preſently to bethrown away as 
Suſeleſs, which hath ſome.httle inconventen- 

ces that attend 1t,,for upon this ſcore men 
muſt ſooner or later put themſelves: out of 
all; but all. circumſtances: and conſequences - 
are to be weighed, and men muſt 'fet the 
4dvantage over againſt the damage. The 
Merchant will bear many a. puff. 'of* wind, 
1,0and ſuffer great difficulties and dangers be= 
18 fore he will caſt his Warts Over: board , el- 
> Jpecially 1f they be of. great worth ; and here 
he [ire two points.of wiſdom which. have great 
Tfvay with him in the deliberating on this 
Cale, vis. 


1}. x. That if be keep the-Truth ſafe; it will 
13 Iplentifully reward higg for all theſe ſuffer- 
Ofings. Why did Moſes prefer Afi&ion for 
* | Truths ſake, before the EF y5e:4» "Crown 2 
" ſee Heb. 11.26. The man is well ſatisfied - 
>] [that earth and hell can never undo him 
#) [fo tong- as he keeps the Truth ; he.:.can 

n2vcr 
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never be! ruined whilſt: this 1s his: portiotif 
This will pay for eſtate, credit, liberty, 
Itfe;; make plenonful amends for revilings ff 
confications, . reproaches, 1mpriſor:ments , 
bonds; and the cryeiieſt toitures whichf 
the ſpiteful wit of man can 1nvent or in- 
fi: ; hence Tcre of all tte; e things moved 
Paxl, but his whole care was ( whatever 
befell him ) not to forgo the Truth, Ads 
20. 22, 23, 24. and in the mialt of all 
fore and” bitter opp: effions , the ' Church 
comforteth her ſelf with that, that ſhe 
had not forlak-n' the Truth, Pal. 44, 19. 
A!! that 1s come upon us, jet have we nt 
forgotten ih.e, nor dealt ja fly im thy Cove 
Aant. 


2. That if he fells the Truth to buy his 
peace- with the world, he lays down too great 
a ſumme for it, and ſhal) certainly purchaſe 
to himſelf the greater miſery, wen God ſold 
him the Truth, it was under the ſtraiteſt 
and moſt ſolemn engagement never to fell 

" it again ; this was oug of the articles in the 
contra& which paſt between them, and how 
'ſhall be do this great wickedne(s, and ſin againſt 
Ged? he knows that by kceping of it (let 
the worſt come that can ) he ſhajl but pur- 
chaſe to himſelf a created malice, which-can 

q no 
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wy [1 farther vent it ſelf but by, inflieting bodi- | 
jo ly ſufferings upon him ; he ſhall no more 
5 but exnoſe himſelf to their fury, whoſe far- 
" Ftheſt power. can extend buz 70 þ:ll the body 
and he ſees no reaſon to be amazingly as 
». {righted at that, having the proipect of an 
od endleſs hte.ia his eye ;, but he 1s certain that 
ep! be ſhall cowardly or perfidiouily betray his 
A truſt, and part with the Truth, he ſhall pro- 
re to himſelf the {oreſt indignation of the 
<þ(8rcat God, incur? his inhmte difpleaſure, 
wa and throw himſelf upon his. wrath, 2þo cars 
*, deſtroy both Soul and Body in hell for ever; and 
- a he 1s with higheſt reaſon afraid of :. he 
"4. (Ocars It In remembrance continually whoat 1s 

that hath ſaid, whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of 

me, and my words, in this adulterons and ſinful 
TY EL of-. him alſo ſhall the Son of Man. be 
ſy ſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of his fa- 
"ſc ther, with the holy Angels, Mat. 8, 28. and he . 
Ng thinks it a_ thouſand time more eligible to 
oft undergo the worſt that the world can do, 
Fr ener than to. throw himſelf upon the wo- 
ie al hazard of being diſowned by the Lord of 
wy glory, 1n. that day when it will be nothing 
nf Fs than hell fo to be : and hence he hath 
Io Hick uv, and fixeth himfelf upon this re: 
1. olve, that he will leave himſelf co the ſove-. 
ol (£410 diſpoſe of Gods Proyidence, and if he 


w- ' lees 


* 64 Buy the Truth, and Sell it nf © © 
, ſees meet ſo to permit, let them- do -theij 
pleaſure; and glut their rage' upon this. clay 
Houſe, till they can do no more, -but.-when 
they have done all, the Truch they ſhall ne 
ver pluck from 'me; but I will Iive-and dyg 
by 1t; and if thus to do muſt be accounted tg 
be mad, and: to play the fool; let every trus 
Chriftian be reſolute to be yet-more- mad; 
and {t1]l to play the fool more, for the ſake 
of- Chriſt and the Truth « bY : "v7 


USE II. For Exhortation and Dire&ion\ 
and there are two branches of the Exhortation; 
Buy the Truth, and'Sell it not : which may 
be applied diftinily, | rb oats | 


x. In the firſt place, let it be to invite cut 
ſtomers to come and Buy. - Truths market i 
kept up in theſe Ordinances, which. we are 
| Called te diſpenſe - and here are: a great ma: 
ny-lookers on that youchſafe to come where 
this heavenly treaſure is opened, and expo: 
fed to their view ;'and you do! well ( lo far) 
that you do come ;* who knows but.that Gd 
may per{wade you 'to buy. alſo- before you 
go? his preventing grace may meet with 
men unexpectedly. But let the ask what 
(I pray ) do you come for ? 15 there an) 
thing here to be had that gou are_appre 

henfive 
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Ml henfive tharyou have a need of, ind are 
ff therefore making enquiry after ? if they be 
fl the worlds dignities and preferments that 
you would have, you are more hke to loſs 
Iye than get chem by coming hither ; you muſt 
| te go to. Princes Conrts,or Kim: Palaces it- you 
rudFhope to find them : it it be the Earths Gal- 
adBſantry and ontward Bravery,cor ' atiy other 
ke thing which may afford gontent to your car- 
Joal Lufts chat you 'are inquiſitive ' after, 
neither do we pretend to offer ſuch things as 
on\fltheſe, bue counſel you to mortihie ſuck laſts, 
0n;zF:nd to exerciſe ſobriety in the uſe of thoſe 
za)flthings; but if you are rfolved to' have them, 
' Byou muſt goto the Worlds Market for them: 
Fhere 15nothing but truth ſer out at this Fa, 
Cl'fand if you have no occaſion for that, you 
tre hike” ro loſe your labour in coming hi- 
arether : But it that be ic which you do indeed 
N#Jſtand in'need of, here it 15, atd. you ſhall 
erehave it a cheap : and why will yon hot 
POYPiry the Tyuth 5 2 One would _— that this 
T )[Trade ſhould never be dead, that Truth 
50th 201d never have occaſion to complain for 
Olwant of Cuft :omers;' thar this Market r2- 
Wd ther than any other, ſhould be \crouded ſo 
afull of Buyers, that there ſhould be no room 
gh left for Gazers. ' Bur-the truth.1s, the bigger. 


part by far of the Children of men have, 
av © aches 


\ 
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| bodies are 1n the houſe of God, their hearts 


and never dreamt of them before: I am 


vents tne wills of men,and begins the happy 
| Bargain between them: and him, for which 


* 7 wa 4 l of "4 . 1 = 
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otner Bargains in making, and are deeply 
engaged in contriving and purſning of themz 
and all their buſineſs 1n turning 1n hither, 45 
only for a litthe diverſion, and yet ſo, they 
can hardly divert their minds from that 
which they have in chaſe ; but whiles their 


are after their covetouſneſs. But give me leave 
now to borrow the liberty of a few - words 
with you who never have bought the Truth, 
ſince you ſeem forthe preſent to have a lit- 
tle leiſure to be ſpoken withal. It may be 
ſome of you can call to your remembrance, 
that the beſt and moſt profitable Bargains . 
that ever you made ff all your lives, were 
{ome that you lighted upon unexpectedly, 


ſure God himſelf hath ſaid in our preſent 
caſe, I am found of thoſe that ſcught me nt, 
T/aiebI.1. the Grace of God evermore pre- 


they ſhall bleſs his Holy Name for ever: and 
therefore, what though you are come hither 
onno ſuch errand, nor had the leaſt intent 
of buying any thing that is here to be fold, 
but 1t was the furtheſt thing from your 
thoughts; yet whatif God and you fhould 
maks a match betors you part? ſuppoſe you 
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13 (jhould buy up truth, and get a {ure Poſlefit- / 
1s on of 1t as your own before you leave this 
y Nplace;what harm? why may it not be {o?] ans 

be God(whoſe the Truth 1s) 15 willing to it; 
ir {& [am reſolved ( by his help) todo the ut- 
+; {molt that Iam able to ſet it forward:give me 
'e (cave therefore to do thele two things. '1. To 
de Neommend this Commodity to your buying. 2. To 
h, $/2/77 1c? you in. or about the buymy of it« 


| I. By way of Motive : And here I might 
& |pretace this commendation, by blowing up- 

on all other Commodities whatſoever, and 
Feelling you what poor, *emptv, unprofitable 
traſh they are 1n compariſon with: this * 
what childiſh Baubles and Rattles all - the 
Worlds Honours are; What Shells and 
Husks, and Chafte are all its Riches z What 
Shadows and inſubſtantial things are all its 
pleaſures; that he who labours for them, 
Joth but labour for the Eaſt. wind; he that 
layes out Money for the procuring of them, 
oth 1t for that which is not bread; he that 
urchaſeth and poflefleth them, inherins no- 
thing but warity ard vexation of ſpirit-: &he 
hat hath taken the greateſt pains, and been 
ollowea with the beſt ſucceſs inqueſt of 
hem, after all his toil, travail and expence, 
1ts down 1n the concHflion as unſatished as 
F*2 CVEL 
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ever, and when TI have (aid it, I might mak 
it all good ( and a great deal more ) as by the 
reftimeny of the Word of God, wluch » 
Full and clear in thts point, ſo by the confef. 
{ton of a great multitude of Men, who have 
found itto be ſo by unhappy experience; 
and let not this. conſideration be neglected 
But let me acquaint you, that Truth need; 
no foil to ſet it off}, it having ſufficient worth 
and excellency 1n 1t ſelf, to commend 1t to 
the Children of men.; thortgh they obſerves 
it not by reaſon of inadvertency, who 1 
they aid. conf1der this Fie/d, would furel 
buy it : and to help yau to. this diſcovery, 
and to engage your Minds, and Heart 
TO It 


I: Let me 2dviſe-you to ask of them that 

Dave bought the Truth, and that have paid the 

deareſt for 1t, how they htke their Bargain, 

and winther ever they {aw cauſe to. repent df 

it. Abraharns left his native Land, and hr 

Fathers Houle, he turned a Pilgrim and 

Stranger 1n'the Land of Canmaey,, where he 

; had no pofieflion of his own, beſides a Bu 

rying-place; nor had he any fixt abode, bu 

Went to and fro, dwelling in Tents, and al 
this for: the Truth. 

= JUaak and Jac continued in the ps 
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KFLond after him, and wene through the like 
hardſhips ; and aid they ever ſtudy after a 

oo ecurn ? The Apoſtle acquaints us char 
affine had the opportunity ealily to have dons 
yl its it they had had any mind to it, Heb. 119 
eds: Moſes was another, and he voluntarily 
"1 forewent the riches and-giories of a'King- 
dom ( and that one of the moſt flouriſhing 


T h 
*Y then inthe World ) for the Truth: and that 


rl not 1n a pang of raſh and heady zeal,vithout 
) iecuberation 3 but he did & Upon a tree and 
el premeditated Choice; he laid them together 
weigh-d them in the batlance, and he refuſed 
> 4 A090 NE IEG 
Ws the one on purpoſe that he might enjoy, the 
other ; and that was not when Truth "was: 
Freft up in outward kravery, having pawer,' 
hy proſperity and credit attending upon it, but 
AP NEN It was beſet with all manner” of difh. 
=: Tcalttes and affittions, and he faw that he 
oof uſt chrow him(elf into a world of trouble 
i þ, or ts fake, this hindred not [11S Ele&tion, - 
0 duccuraged his heart in it, Ver, 24. and. 
: 2 We hind that ever he revoked it, or fo. 
"Bu. nuch as befooled lymſclt tor being guilty 
Do f a miſtake in what he had done ? No, ne1- 
| af ner he, nor any other that did as he, and 
"ith the ſame {incerity ever repented them. 
[The Truth hath given unto all thoſe that 
*PHaye bogn poſſzfſed of it ſych plenciful farif- 
"_- E 3 factions 
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faction, that for Pweerweſs 1t outdid the Ho- 
ney-Comb, and for preciouſneſs it went beyond 
the moſt refmed gold 1n their eſtimation,P/al. 
19.9,10. and they have both verbally and 
practically acknowledged that it was ſo. If 
you can meet with but one true- Chriſtian in 
the whole World, that will upon advice ask- 
ed of him, give you counſel againſt it, and 
cell you that it 15-to dear a penniworth ; nay, 
it they do not tell you that there 1s. ſo much 
to be cotterr by the purchaſe, and they have 
already experienced ſo mnch of excellency & 
raviſhing delight 1n 1t,that they would not ex- 
change itfor the quintiſcence of earthly trea- 
{ures; and that nothing repents them but only 
that they drave this Bargain no ſooner, but 
Joohſhly ſtood oft trifling ſo long ; then lee 


xt aſone and ſay no more ; but this ſhall you 


ncver do. I havereadthe tory of a Chriſtian, 
whe bound over all his eſtate to a Heathen for 
jecurity, aſſuring: him that if he would em: 
brace the T:xuth, it thould never repent him, 


b:t that he ſhould be enforced to ſay there 
wasunſpeakably more of ſou] fatisfaQtion 1n. 


it than in the whole worla beſide : nor was 1£ 
long before he returned him his Bond cancel- 
jed,affuring him that he had enough in hand 
tor his acquictance, and better ſecurity for 


that whichwasremaining ; and why willnot. | 


you try tao 7 2. Liſten 
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| | 2. Liſten to ſuch as have the Truth offer” 
| cd to them,and they have been ſo-imprudent 
| || a5 to refuſe to come to the price of it, and 
c | hear how they bewail it, The Wiſe-man 
\ | brings 1n ſuch an unhappy wretch thus be-. 
' EL wailing and bemoaning himſelf, Prov. 5; 12, 
1 | 13: How have I bated inſtruttion, and my heart 
deſdiſed reproof ? and have not oveyed the woice 
of my Teachers, nor inclined mine ears to them 
that inſtrutfed me ? Did you-never take 2 
turn with ſome forlorn creature, that had ſo 
long deſpiſed the Gofpel-offers, till he was 
forſaken of God, and given up to the rack of 
a tormenting conſcience ? or did you never 
ſtand by the bed{tde of a profligate Prodzga?, 
. that had ſpent his market day v1 buying tri- 
fles, 1 following of his luſtful pleaſures, and 
n hording up of earthly treaſures, and per- 
ceived his parting Soul ſtand trembling uporr 
hs quivering lips, and groaning out this 1ts- 
Jaſt ejulation * Oh how wretchedly have I ont- 
erd the happy advantage of 'Fruths Market ? 
hiw ſeriouſly, haw ſolemnly, how frequently did 
(rod offer it to me? at how eaſy rates might I 
j. [Pave been mage. the bleſſed owner of it ? how 
4 org did he ſtand waiting upon me, and knocking 
s my deor* what pathetical and” heart- 
melting aro wmerts did be "uſe with me 
to. have perſwaued me? and ch how happy bad I 
20. 
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now bee, had I bit accepted of it ?. but. I fleps 
out that precictis: harveſt ; T loytered cut that op- 
portunity-of the Market ; 7 deſpiſed the offer 
that was made unto me; I entertaimea & wile and 
low cpinicu' of the Truth, \and- tock * delight 'in, 
feoffing at '60unſel;, and quehching of 'the © ſtri 
nes of the bleſſed Spirit with me': and now 
the day 1s over, the time is gone, the oppertunity 
7s loſts and [fer this wile neglect of mine am 
loſt for cver Ob for one. of theſe Sabbaths, thoſe 
Eetlures, thoſe precious ſeaſons of grace ! ThatTÞ 
had but known thoſe things of my peace 1n 
tne day of them?! bur they are hidden from 
me; and becauſe I deſpiſed them whilſt I did 
enjoy them, I muſt have them no more; and for: 
2ant of that (lighted Truth, which once I might 
have been ewner of, . 1. am: undcne and muſt pe- 
riſh. cverlaſtingly. And what ' impreflion 
doth this make upon your hearts 2 let me 
tell-you thele. are no fant1es, nor Romantick 
Stories, But realites''s take them then as 
rbuzing hints to awaken you from your foul- 
deſtroying careleſneſs; and put you upon it 
to uſe utmolt endeayonrs, whilſt you mav,; to 
prcvent-fuch deadly retietions. of your own 
jouis. But, | Eo We 


3. The Jait and principal motive which I 
thall urge, 15 this, viz, Conſider that if once: 


AY. 


 fednels of the Underſtanding, and it brings 
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you can | make the Truth yours, 1t 'wall 
certainly make you happy. All men are 
naturally mnquifitive about felictty '; 1t be- 
ing that which, the natural cravings: of 
the rational appetite, put into man 1n his 
Creation, are-reſtle{ly carried forth after : 
there is none” of the-childr en of men but 
are ſaying, who will ſhew- us good ? The 
great deſign . which every man hata on- 
foot 1s to compatls it ; though the' greatelt. 
number of them Jabour of woful © difap- 
pointments - now, I can aſſure you, that 
that Happineſs which men are at ſo much 
ſtudy in ſeeking after, and have been | at 
ſo much labour-and' pains to obtain, and 
have yet been fo hormibly cheated of theic 
expectation-after all, 1s in this way infal> 
libly to be attained, wiz, Buy the Truth 
and you Witbeuts duubt fhall purchaſe felicity 
with it. Prov. 8. 34. 35, Bleſſcd 1s the man 
tat  heareth me, watchmg daily at my gate, 
waiting at the pits of' my doors; fer whoſce= 
Ver jndeth me, findeth life, and ſhall obtain 
{avour of the Lord, Truth is it felf the Blel- 


that good with it which muſt needs hdppity 
the whole man. - I have offered ſomething * 
already under the former uſe, in the deſerv- _ 
ed commendation of Tiath, in RA 

Re ere ce the 
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the wiſdom of all thoſe that drive a conſtant 


trade 177 1t : but ſuch is the great worth and 
moſt admirable excellency of it, that there 
cannot be too much ſaid ih its praiſe here: 
therefore let me further ſay of it, 


 T. It will make you inchoatively happy in 

this Life» Buy the Truth and it will bring 
you into acquaintarice with the beginnings 
of glory , and that in theſe ſeveral reſpeRs z 


T. It will be a ſafeguard to you in your 
paſſage through an evil world. It will keep 
and preſerve you from all thoſe uncountable 
miſchiefs that lye ſtrewed in the way you 
have to go: no enemy can do you «ny 


harm, no Devils or evils can prevail upon 


you, whilſt you keep a firm poſſeſſion of the 


Truth. It is a well fortthed' Garriſon, and 
as. long as you keep your ſelves within it, 
you cannot be wounded : do you but keep 
the Truth, and it will undoubtedly keep you, 


Prov. 2; 10,11, 12, and chap. 4. 5, 6. Fer- 


ſake ber not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee z love. 


her, and fhe ſhall kecp thee, We ſhall there- 

| fore find David: when complaining of the 
Oppreffion of his enemies, making of ſuch 
a requeſt, Pſal. 43. 3. O ſend forth thy light, 
and thy Truth, let them lead me, and let them 
Wd "2" bring 


| 


; 


| 
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I] where their ambuſhments are laid to entan- 
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bring me unto thy holy hill : he: looked upon 
it as his ſufficient ſecurny : his meariing 1s, 
that he would be under the conduct of Gods 
Word, or of thoſe Saving Truths of God, 
and that ſhall ſatiche him, he defires no 
more ; and Pſal 86, 11. Teach me thy way, O 
Lord ! I will walk in thy Truth. It was a 
day of fore trouble, as appears by the begin- 
ning of the Pſalm ; and this 15 the help which 
he ſzeks againſt it. If you had all the world 
92 combination againſt you, and all the De- 
vils of hell added to them, co-{trengthen thg. 
Conſpiracy, yet under this banner you ſhould 
vanquiſh them all : this will make difcovery 
of all thoſe ſecret de{1gns. that are contrived 
againſt you ; 1t will point you to. the places 


ole you, and help you to eſcape them, yea it 
will give you the vi&tory, and afford you a 
glorious. triumph after all the furious skirmus 
thes that you have been engaged in ; You ſhall 
ſee a thouſand to fall at your right-hand, and ten 
thouſand at your lift, but it ſhall not come nigh 
uno y0u; It was never yet known that Trath _ 
ever left any, whom 1t undertook to be a - * 
convoy untg, till 11 had brought them clear 
through the celerts, and ſet them beyond 
the reach of-any milchie£ 


2. It 
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2, [et will be a fire /:ght to guide you 
through all the intricacies of the way thar 
you have to go in. David profeſieth this 
concerning the Word of God, which is the 
Truth'I am now treating of, .Plal. x 19. x05, 
Thy Word ts & Lip anto wy feety and a light 
unto my path, It you will but follow the gai- 
dance df the Trutn, and nearken to 1ts di- 
reion, you Mall never wander: you have a- 
bundance of the aarkneſs of ignorance with: 
in you, 274 it js not 13 man of . himſelf to direc} 
bis wn feps'; but this will ſhew- you the 
right-way, and dire you to the path you 
ſhould go in; There are a great many of, 
ſtumbling blocks that lye in your way, which 
Satan' and his inftramencs are laymg there, 
that they 1nake you to ſtumble and tall, bue 
this ſhall help you over them all: There are! 
a great many by-paths and crols ways which 
lead into danger, and will certainly leave: 
thoſe that take them tm a patnleſs wilderneſs, 
whete they ſhall be in peril of being loſt; 
but this fhail deliver you from them, and' 
Fome you our the right way; and teach you 
how to keep it ; This thall be @ voice behind 
y6u ſaying this is the way, walk in it, when yo:s 
are Yearly ts tura ta the right, or to the left-hand. 
Heafrken to its voice, and you ſhall never go 
aſtray, take its dugctions, and there 1s no 
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danger of your being bewildred and loſt ; 
follow its advice, and you ſhall not be drawn 
alide, Prov. 7. 4, $5. and chap. 2. 9. The 
ſhalt thow underſtand righteouſneſs, an jeden 
ments, and equity, and every right paths 

2. It will be a good companion unto you z It 
will ſtand by and ſtick cloſe to you, when all 
other bf your friends and companions ſhall 
be removed far away from you ; it will be a 
friend at all cmes, and cleave clo)er 70 Jos 
than. a brother ; when father aud- mother ſhall 
forſake you, then will it take you up 1 in the 
houje of mourning, it wil! be a comforter : the 
Plalmiſt found it ſo to him, ; Plal., 119. 59. 
as you are travelling through chis folltary 
and howling wilderneſs, it will keep faſt by 
you ; fo that you {hall never be left alone, or 
need to want geod company ; but ſhall have 
the benefit of this ſweet counſellor to af» 
tord you dire&ion and- conlolation; though 
you ſhould be carried to Priſons, and thrown 
ihto dungeons, there it will hold conference” 
With you, and give you its advice, 


4. It will furniſh you with ſufficient ſupply in 
all your adverſity, As tt will be a portion 
which-you can never þe robbed of, fo it wall 
be a full and fatisfying portion when ay ars 

Bet ne {tr3Ppt 
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ſtript of every othes thing : Tt wall ( in 
the abſence of them ) be to you '1nſtead 
of. father and mother, wite and children, 
hauſes and lands, gold and filver, food 
and raiment, health and ſtrength ; theſe 
may all of them be taken away from you, 
but Truth never can : David prefers ut to 
great ſpoit, Plal. 119. 162: This Truth con- 
cains 1N It great and precious promiſes, with 
which, he that hath them may hve well e- 
nough upon a rock ; here 1s Jaid up that 61id- 
den manna, which will ſatisfy your hungry 
ſouls in the deferr ; this is it which will give 
90u your fill in the time of famine, that will 
aelver you from all fear of evil, when there 
15 nothing elſe but evil encompaſling you 
round about, and will carry you ſecure 
chrough a land of drought. 


5+ It will bea Cordial to you 1n all your 


ſpiritual faintings ; David therefore prays for E 


this in his deepeſt dejeRion, Pal. 119 25. my 


foul cleaveth to the duft, quicken me according 


. torby word, This will give-you ſongs 33 the 


zight , when all creature comfort 15 with- | 


drawn, 1t will derive ſecret and {ſolid refreih- 
ment to your ſpirits, when they are under 
never fo great preflures: There are wonder- 
ful Conſolations are wrapt,up ia this Troths 
uc 


0 . 
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fach as ars able to fetch a dying ſoul to life a- 
eain, aud reſtore it to vigour : it will hold 
your heads, chear up your hearts, and bind 
up your wounds; David found all this by 
plentiful experience, Pal. 94: 19, In the mul- 
titude .of my thoughts within me, thy comforts 
delight my ſoul, | 


| 6. It will advance you to the birhefſt eommu*- 
rin in this life; even to Communion with 
God himſelf. God hath declared himſelf to 
be a God of Truth, and therefore if Truth 
dwells with us, God alſo dwells with us: if 
we have Truth for our Poſſeflion, then we 
have God for our portion, and if we abide 
by the Truth, he.,alfo will abide by us. The 
' FLruth will lead us, and bring us to the Holy 
" BHilL and Tabernacle where God dwells, as Plal: 
(2, 3. nay, 1t 15 that which will make us to - 
wide 3 God, 1 John 2. 27. and hence one 
vreat end of preaching the Goſpel of Truth, 
3to promote this.commumon, 1 John 1. 3. 
That which we have [een and heard, declare 5ve 
mto you, that ye may have fellowſhip with us, 
md truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Feſus Chriſt. God loveth the 
ruth, and all thoſe that love it, and bis ſe- 
ret ſhall be with them : and what can rw 
Ne = ; I 5 
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leſs then happirteſs in this hife, to live in thefl/ 
fellowſhip Tl Great God 2? | 8 | 
7. It will /upport you under, and carry yout 
ahcarfuly oh the aponies of Death ( 
Then to be ſure (Git not before) all. othe;fſt 
comforts will fail you, every other prop thatfc 
hath ſometime been a relief to you, will thea fo 
ſlip from under you, bue then Truth willfſp 
underſet you, and keep your fouls from fink 
ing:; this holds up Hezekiahs heart in the ve-Þ} 
ry proſpect of a grave and rottennels, Iſa. 38 ||! 
3. Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how. 
T bave walked: before thee in Truth This 
makes Pax! to clap his hands, when he ap- 
prehends the *tume of his offering to 
approach, 2 Tum. 4. 7. 1 hawe kept the Faith, 
Look over all theſe things, and now ſay, 
what would you have more: of happineſs, tall 
you are langd2d in the place of full enjoy: 
ment 2 why Buy the Truth, and it ſhall be 
all this to, and do all this for you ; but then, 
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© 2+ Aﬀerit hath been ſo advantageous to 1 
you in this life, it will alfo lead you fate bome 1: 
into the fruition of perfect telicity 1n the o: Il 
cher lite ; and here obſerve, : 
I. It will bring you to the Beatifical Vi-10 
ako, 'L lan 
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offer. All ſtreams do naturally lead down to 

the Occan; and all Divine Truths do as cer- 

rainlv carry us home to God himſelf, who is 
the Efſential Truth. As Truth comes frem 
£ God, fo it l:ads back to God; and although 
this viſion be not the whole of Eternal Felt- 
tHcity, yet 1t 1s both a main and principal part 
| Yof it, (hence Heavens Glory 1s ſo often ex- 
({prefled by it in the Scriptures; as 1n Mat. 5« 
8. They ſhall ſee Gd, 1. e, be happy : So I 
Bohn 3. 2. We ſhall ſee him as he is: and Heb. 
N12. 14. Without which no man ſhall ſee Ged ;; } 
Band allo it implies all the reſt, whatſoever. 
(can be thought of with it; for all joyes and 
. Ipleafures accompany this viſion, Pſal. 16. 11, , 
07» thy preſence ( or ſight) is fullneſs of Toy. 
| The purchaſe of Truth gives us an impar- 
, i=& fight here, and that 15 in order to perfe+ 
| {|&10n: Heaven therefore may be mcluded we 
i that Holy Hill, which David prays that the, 
| Truth may bring hiza 1nto; Pal. 43. 3. 


2. [t will place you upon an Heavenly 
of Throne, and pur upon your heads an Ever- 
e [laſting Crown, Prov.4.8,9. a Crown of Glery 
»» [ſhall (hs aeliver to thee, This 15 contained 1m 
all choſe faithful and true promiſes, which 
all of thoſe embrace, and purchaſe for their 
own, who by the Truth ; and it thele promt- 
73 fl ont: oY + 
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ſes are parts of the Trath, then they muſt 
of neceflity be fulfilled, or elſe Truth it 
ſelf might become falſe, which 15 1mpol: 
fible. God himſelf hath by his own word 
and engazements , annexed an Eternal 
Kingdom, an Jamortal Crown, ann Everlaſt. 
ins Weight %f Glory to the "Truth, and they 
go together. infeparably 3 ſo that he that 
Buys the Truth, hath all. this into the 
Bargain, and that fully and anviolably con- 
farmed to him in the ſame hour that he 
buys it : hence Believers are called the 
Heirs of Salvation, becauſe it 'is part 'of 
Truths Inheritance, and 15 with it confir- 
med to them. 

; Li | 

2. In a word, that T may ſamme up 
all in one; u will tulfill for you all the 
promiſed good, and give you: the full and 
everlaſting poſle{fion of it. This Truth 15 
the ſecurity of the promiſe, 1t 15 the firſt 
fruit of the purchaſe, 1t 15 the earneſt of 
the Inheritance, and therefore in 1t he 
that buys it may find all the good that 1s 
tO be had in the Kingdom of Glory, {=- 
nred to him : and who can tell the vaſt- 
neſs of the {tore, the inhnuceneſs of the trea- 
ſure that 15 laid up there ? if that ſaying of 
hs Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 9, Eye bath nut 8 
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&'c, may truly be applied to thoſe things 
which :the people of God. have in: hand, 
which are but the fips and foretalts, bue the 
efleys and earneſts of glory, : what congue 
then. can exorels, or -heart conceive, - what 
are thoſe reſerves in the Covenant, . whicls 
are kept for the entertainment of: thoſe hap- 
py ſouls afterward, who have had fo' much 
wildom here as to (eli all and Buy the Truth F 
Doubtleſs thoſe [that are happityed with che 
Fruition of theſe ineffable things, -can after. a 
more raviſhng manner uſe: the words of the 
Queen of Shebz, and ſay ;' that they had (in 
the Country of their former: abode) heard 
glorious things reorted of thoſe manſtons 
of delight, and high happineſs which was re- 
ſerved tor them, yea ſo mach as the :credit 
whereof induced them to adventure their all 
upon the hopes of enjoying 1t 3 but that zbe 
. one balf was not told them! ; ' Nor indeed arg 
the narrow ſouls:'of the children of men -ca- 
pable of making: room enouzh to entertain 
the apprenenlion of theſe things, fo long as 
they are ſtraitned in 2 body of frail fi2th ; & 
now, what do yowſay to all this 2 will you. 
blow upon the Truth ftill ? will you yer deſs 
piſe it? or will you not rather fay, 15 this the 
exczllent profit of buyimg the Truth, what 
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ſhall we do then that we may become own: 
ers of it, 


2 It now follows that I proceed to give 
ſome DireQtion about what 15 to be done by 
you, if you would not fail of getting and pol- 
ſefling the Truth as your own, or obtaining 
a {ure and never failing title tO 1t : and here, 


I. In order to your making of this pur- 
chaſe, you muft come to the Truths Market, 
wita a real purpoſe to buy it, and that you 
may thus do, it 15 requifte that you appre- 


hend, believe and practice ſuch things as 
thele ; 


1. You muſt believe that there is ſuch a 
thing as Truth. Tgnorance 1s an unavoida- 
ble ground of negligence z many a man doth 
therefore live contentedly without a thing, 
and never ſo much as makes enquiry atter it, 
becauſe he knows not that there 1s any ſuch 
thing to be had, which if he were well infor- 
med of, it would be the next thing that he 
would be laying out for : Now that there ts 
ſuch a Rule by which Allen man be fſut- 
ficiently directed to the attainment of eter- 
nal life ; that'the ſinner is not left under an 
abſolutg necefliry of periſhing, for want od a 
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clue to guide him in the right-way to. eſcape 
the wrath, and obtain the favour of God ; 
that infinite mercy hath not only provided 
a remedy for all that nuſery which mans A- 
poſtacy hath brought upon the world, but 
alſo pointed out the way by which he may 
come at 1t, the Scriptures do abundantly af- 
ſure us ; yea Chriſt affirms it of himſelt that 
he 15 ſo, John. 14. 6 1 am the way, the Truth, 
and the life ;. and all the counſels and encou- 
ragements propounded in the Goſpe), are 
given to. this end, to. perſwade us that this 15. 
attainable by us 1n ſome way or other. 


2. You muſt alſo believe that you have it 
' not 1n your own poſſeffion by nature: 1t 15s a 
Rule which the Apoſtle lays down, and 1t 1s 
to be applied univerſally, x Cor. 3. 1s. If a- 
ny man among. you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this 
world, let him become. a fool, that be may be 
viſe. It 1s the everlaſting undoing of a great 
many men, tnat they are blown up with a 
tond conceit that they are born poſſeiſed of 
the Truth ; that they have in them naturally 
a ſufhcient light to direct them in the right 
way, and guide them fately home to bleſfed- 
neſs, ſee Job. ir. 12. Fam man would be wiſe 
though ,man he born like the Wild Aſſes Calt. 
Fain, Hlebr, Empty; i, e. empty of wag 

W 


of knowledge,” and of Truth . wit, that 
which 15: Divine and Saving, Weuld be 1ſe 3; 


ze, he would be thought ſo to be, he chak. 
lengeth it to himſelf as ms privſiedge : Wild: 


Aſſes Colt; which are reported the-moſt ſot-. 


tith, ſtupid and foohſh among all the ſent. 


tive creatures and this 15 one great reaſon 
why fo few came to draw water at theſe wells 


of Salvation, to buy 'T'rath at this Fair,vecauſe. 
they are conceited that they have it already 2 
and who will Jay out his mony to buy that of 


which he hath ſtore enough at home? This 


will either keep men from coming at all to 


Wildoms School ( and fome there be who 


have ſaid, why ſhould we goro the Ordinan= 


ces ? we can hear no more there than what 
we already know as well as the Preacher, } 
or elſe if they do come, becauſe 1t 15 the. cu- 


om ſo to do; it will carry them:forth, to. 


carp, fcoft, fiout, 5 deride at every thing that 
3s there offered ;- and fo they are: far from 


being !:{e to barter : they: are the 19irfy that: 
are 11wited ro come. ; Ila; 55+ 1. but he that 


” 3s full cannot thirſt ; the fail ſoul Ioarhs the 
©  goney-combe - | i Ee 


3+ You mult apprehend that you doreal- 


ly wanrat : the former will be mnfigniheant 


without this bes added to it, That which 


on 
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2 man knows he hath not, if with all he 1s 
not apprehenlive of a need that he hath of 
it, but ſuppolerh that he can do well enough 
without it, nay poſſibly would eſtcem 1t not 
a favour, but a burden to have it, he will ve- 
ry contentedly Jet that thing alone : I before 
ntimared that Thirſt drives men to the wa- 
ters 5 now 10 Thirſt there is ſuppoſed, not on- 
ly the abſence, or not having of 'drink, but 
io 4 craving appetite, filling us with a real . 
knle of the want of it, and convincing us 0s | 
niſchict and mulery like'y to enſue, it we 
cannot obtain 1t, and to ſich. as theſe 1t 15s 
that theſe waters are nextly offered on fale, 
ohn 7. 47. If any man thirſt, let him come an-. 
ra me, and drick, You muſt ſee and find 
that you Have loft the. way of peace, and are 
bewirdred 1n the crooked paths that lead to 
ceſtru&ion, and be convinced that ike more: 
you feel: to 6xientangle your ſelves, the more. 
you are belwamyt in thi> deſert place: that 
you are benighted in this land of darknels, 
mong the 01Tibie pits, into which falling, 
Fou may well reckon that you tumble -into _ 
wne; and that except it pleaſe God to en- 
gnten you with his Truth, and fend that 


nevitably be joit eternally: you muſt be 
} : I 

iecply convinced that your everlaſting hap- 
: pinels 
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Pineſs depends abſolutely upon your having 
the Truth to be your Pilot to ſteer your 
courſe for you ;. your Lamp to enlighten your 
darkneſs, and ſhew you the path of life, It is 
fullneſs that gives encouragement to floth, 
and per{wades men to fold their hands ; but 
want, when once it comes to be throughly 
felt, and the.naiſery of it pincheth the man, 
. t will drive him to ſeek gut for a ſupply. 


4. You muſt apprehend & believe where 
Truth.is to be had:.the want of a r1ght under: 
ſtanding of this hath proved the ruine of ma; 
my an one, they muſt the right place ; and fo 
were put oft with a cheat: The Truth 1s not 
opened in every mart, nor to be bought at & 
very fhop; but if you would know where you 
may find :t,and not mils of 1t,know;that it is 
Jaid up in the Word of God, and in the 
chambers you may be fure to meet with it 
and therefore your way 15 to be much 11 co 
verſe with the Holy Scriptures, ſo you may bi 
enriched with this treaſurez hear Dawid, Þf; 
119. 98, 99- Then through thy Commanadmnient 
haſt made me wiſer than mine enemies, for the 
are ever with me. I have mores Underſtandin 
than all my Teachers, for thy Teſtimonies a 
my meditations (God by his Spirit ſells th 
;4ruth, to thoſe that ſeck it, James 1 5. If « 
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2 fany man lacks wiſdom, let bim atk of God, wh® 
r giveth liberally. You muſt therefore 5e 
much and earneſt in prayer to God for ut ; 
s fo was David, Plial. 119. 18, 33, 34. It 15 to 
, | be found 1n our ſequeſtred retirements from 
tf all other encumbring affairs, and ſetting our 
7 | ſelves-to ponder upon 1t, Prov. 18. 1. through 
| deſire, a man having ſeparated himſelf, ſeeketh 
and intermedleth with all wiſdom, You muſt 
therefore diſengage from theſe diſtractions, 
eff and get liberty to makes this your buſineſs : 
Þ It 1s to be had in the company and commus- 
| nion of the'people of God, Prov. 13. 20. he 
of that walketh with wiſemen, ſhall be wiſe; you 
tf muſt then chuſe ſuch as theſe are for your 
| companions, and forſake the ſociety of the 
af worlds fools, z. e. of ungodly men, for it 
A follows, but a c611Panion of fools ſhall be de- 
ftroyed, Tt 1s eſpecially to be gained 1n the. 
J houſe of God, and at his Ordinances , 
in winch (by Gods own appointment ). the 
Truth is brought forth, ſometimes one patt- 
of it, ſometimes anather ; and he hath gwen 
to his ſervants 1n charge, that they do pre- 
{ent 1t before, propoſe the terms to, and uſe 
their beſt endeavour to drive the bargain 
1 with men; theſe therefore muſt be frequen 
ted, henge they are the perſons who. are de- 


p | nt . Clared 


atihtrÞ 
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clared bleſſed who wait at the poſts of the doors 
of Wiſdoms Houſe, Prov. 8. 34. 


8: You muſt not only come hither, but it 
muſt be with a purpoſe to buy the: Truth : 
this ought to be your defign, the very errahd 
that brings you hither, the buſineſs that you, 
come about ; and cherefore you muſt ask and. 
enquire atter-it, Tt 1s true, Gods grace pre- 
vents us, and arſt begins with us, and he al- 
ways offers before we ask : but yet it is as true, 
that before 2 bargain be throughly driven be- 
betweenGod and a Sinner,he 1s wont to make 
us to fee} our emptineſs and want, and'there- 
upon raile up in our hearts ſach a ſenſe as 
dives us to as k, to wartfor, and to:cheapen 
it: the man betore that time, was wont to go: 
to the Houſe of God; he frequented the Or-. 
dinances atter a formal and cuſtomary man- 
ner; and 1 a reaſon had then been asied of 
him why he went, and 'what he went for, it. 
would have pat him hardto it, to have given n 
a rational antwer, for indeed he went he wel! 1 
knew not for what, and thereupon he uſed to 
come away again, as wile as he went, and 
this .15 the lamentable caſe of the greateſt 
number of thoſe that live 19 places of Goſpel 
| Light, and fit under the orfpeniation of the |; 
Incans of grace ; But now the cale 15 ajter- 


ad, 


Wo = AY : __ . 
j A , | "26 "Iy | 
81/4) . / , ul , F/ « 


d, and he can reſolve you, that it is the 

ruth he1s ſeeking after he feels a deſtroy- 
ns want of it, and hath - heard that here it 
ay be gotten, and this makes hint to ſet 
imſ{elf tu hearkes with ailigence,- and bend 
is mind to receive the conception of things, 
md to wait pon God for his Spirit to make 
application of them to his Soul 3 and this 1s 
he firſt thing to be done, 1f you would buy 

he Truth. _ 


2. Beware of a cheat, and therefore en- 
dcavour, ſo be well perſwaded- that it -is the 
Truth before you buy it, If it be Truth that 
you come to the market for, take diligent 
heed to your ſelves that you do-not carry. 
home a lye with you in the room of it, and 
to put you upon 1t to be exceeading cautious 

fhere, let: me offer theſe conſiderations. © 


' I+ There area great many of Cheats go- 
ing up and down the World, ſeeking to vend 
Falihoods  ander the * ſpeczous pretenſe of 
Truth. If all thoſe that open Shop, and 
Hang out a Sign for the Truth, were indeed 
authorized, and ſet up by divine approbation, 
the danger would be by much the lefs : bur 
nere are the Locuſts of rhe bottomleſs pit, the 
Spawn of Hell, the ſpirits of Dewils, Satan's 

Factors 
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Factors, employed by him, to. go up. and 
down ſeeking by all means. to. ſeduce and 
draw fouls away after them : and if they can 
but obtain to. be believed, tney will perſwade 
us.that 1t 15s nothing but Truth which theyÞ* 
bring with them to put off: they ſet that mark | 
upon. the Do&rines of Devils, hoping that by 
ſuch an 1impoſture {imple and inconfiderate 
Souls will be drawn into the cheat:&that they 
may make thele to paſs the better, and find 
the more ready reception among. men, they 
call themſelves New- Lights, and they are new. | 
Truths, which they bring with: them to. 1m- 
part unto us; Truths that have lain, bid (in jb 
ſome by-corner). from the World for manyP* 
Ages, and it hath laboured of great unhap- F" 
punets for the want of them, but they haveſſ® 

y ſome ftrange and wonderful way madeF” 
the bleſſed diſcovery of them, and being F*® 
lath to keep thera only to themſelves, theyP” 
are (in good will) greatly defirous to expoſeF® 
them for the common benefit of man- kind ;Þ 
theſe our Saviour Chriſt would have us to 
beware of, 8 that for this reaſon, 2Azt. 7. 15» 
Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to jou 1 
Sheeps clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 


Wetves, ad 
g1 
2. Theſe Impoſtors have a wonderful art of ; 


palliating| 
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18nd ſetting off their falle Wares: they have | 
- Sotref ſuch a ſtrange faculty to make a ly 
« þ look {ſo like unto the Truth, that without 
v2 exceeding diligent inſpection into it, 1t 
| hill nor be diſcovered; they can readily and 

aarlefly father all their falſhoods upon God, 
+ $nd call him in to patronize them, as they 

Wuck-13+7. Ye ſay, the Lord ſaith it, albeit T 

TÞ:ve 70t ſpoken. They can horribly wreſt 

he Scriptures. and loudly plead them to be 
$f cheir mind ; 2 Pet.3.16, They that are un- 
. earned and unſtable wreſt, as alſo they do the 
1 (ber Scriptures, But their main and moſt 

&crnicious cunning of all is, by infinuation, 
| End ſealing into the hearts and affe&tons of 
men; and foto colloegue them into an a> 
> fniration of their perſons, which ( when ob- 

Fained ) will mightily draw chem to the ap- 
probation of their DoErines: they can cun- 
» ingly carry before them a great deal of ſeem- 
. mg Mortification, and oF. aS if they were 
) he moſt zzaious men breathing for the keep- 
png up to the higheſt pitch of Holineſs and 
:|Worſhip, Col.2.2 3. and they are often ma- 
{King very great pretenſes, how much they 
are concerned for the good of Souls; how 
grieved they are to ſee {auch numbers deluded 
fjand miſled by fuch as pretend to direX them; 
; tow mightily their notions (if embraced ) 

NO would 


I: 
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wouid tend r9 magnihe God, and encouragſey 
ſinners : thus the- Apoſtle. deſcribes therll:h 
Rom.16.15. They that are ſuch ſerve Wot On he 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and tf m1 
good words and fair ſpeeches decerve the hear An 
of the ſimple. 2 Cor. IF. 12,14,15. Such aft 
falſe Apoſtles, deceitful workers, tranſſorminfic 
themſelves into the Apoſties of Chriſt, &*c-2 Tinlfhy 
2.6. Of this ſort are they which:creep 1nto houſrho 
& lead captive ſilly Women laden with ſas  Anfithi 
one main engine which they make uſe,of furfcr 
ther to promote their deſign, 1s a ſtrange falſhis 
culty that they. have gotten of undermining-Wh; 
ſcandalizing the true and faithful ſervants offl:« 
Jeſus Chriſt, of which fort Pay] met with notÞx 
a few, in the purſuit of. his Miniſtry : ther}; 
is therefore need of a great deal of wiſdemfſn 
and caution to be uſed by all thoſe that would; 
not bedeceived., Ro = 
2. Adde to this, and that makes it of thefþþ, 
more weight ; Thece 1s a fooliſh inclinationſþy 
in mans nature more readily-to take up con- bot 
tented with a Iy, than with the Truth, Ithy 
5 not to bz dented but that Truth 1s the pro-, 
rer and adequate obje&t of the underſtand-þ 
m2, which is therefore by 1ts natural incli-hn 
nation. carried out in the enquiry after it : þe 
Hence it follows, that men do not embrace.a.þr 
ly as ſuch, but 1c muſt comg co them under 

| CG 
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the notion ana conſideration of 'Truth, if 
Sever they give any credit thereunto 2: But 
this doth not make the preſent cate any whit 
better, but if well conſidered it renders u 
much wor le ; becauſe 1t they who are fo {e- 
laced could be but periwaded that 1t is falfe, 
rt were then an eal1e thing to beat them oft 
from 1t; but becauſe they are conadentiy 
built on it that 1c 15 true, this rnakes them to 
Fhold%ic cenaciouſly ; and this ſtil makes it 
the farther verillous, becauſe the tall hach {6 
crazz2d the mind ot man, and econfounded 
his apprehention of things, and fo readred 
his judgment ſo perverſe, that he naruraily 
calls good evil, and evil go d, light darkneſs, 
thind Jarkndfs liebt. His {ſpiritual Opticksarg 
eltrangely diſcoloured, the Princtpic50r his na» 
n ral ea zfon are become coriupr, the Rules by 
Mrrhich he meaſures and werghs things wy de> . 
praved; he hath gotten to him falſe bal Jan's, 
. tbe vollance of Zeceit, The Plalmult givzs the 
gh character of a natural man in _relpe# 
- fot his intellectuals, P/a! 5$.3. The w: bee 
thre eſtranged | 073 the Womb. ith:y go aſiray as 
« 0077 as tie be born, | ſpeokmyg lies And hence 
he follows, that 2 ly eater finds enterraun- 
nent veich hun than tho Truthz he s more 
: Feady to clole in with fal lihood than Verity, 
2-bnd that becauſe his dehilgd underſtanding, 
+ azo Se - 


addin <4 
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proceeding according to 1ts falſe reaſonings, 


7 
15 perſwadedto believe that 1t ſees ſufficient] p 
reaſon for it: and this plainly ipeaks that | 
4 
] 
2 
ſ. 


there muſt needs be the greater reaſon for us 
to be exceeding wary to our ſelves, when we 
conſider that we muſt 1n our ſearch after 
Divine Truth, go againſt our own natural 


Bias. 


0 

it 

4. Thus tobe deceived will prove a Yeryf] t 
pernitious thing. If you buy up error inf a 
ſtead of the, Truth, the beſt of it 1s Tu lay 1 
eut money for that which is not bread ; you lolef 7 
all the labour and coit which you have beenf ;. 
at injceking after it: and if this were allf z 
( chough 1t1s a great deal to much ) 1t werefl b 
not ſo bad ; but there is a wore thing 1n «|| : 
than ſo; for he who buyes falſhood for Truth, 1 
buys a miſchief inſtead of a blefling : and f 
chough all errors are not alike poyſon, yet t 
they are all of them inte&ious. All hes areſſ r 
of a kin, they are direaly oppoſite to thef| t 
Truth,and therefore have a natural tendencyl £ 
to ſubvert and deſtrov it; To be nuitaken i [ 
circumitantials,ts no: fodeailly as for a manta k 
be ſo in ſubRanrmnals; to erre in the ſuperſtruf 4 
&are, 15 not fo dangerous as to do it in thy } 
' foundation : but ill, every ly believed, car] t 


fiesa man ſo far away from God, who 
aan ES hk TIrat 
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Truth it felf; and not only fo, butit alſpey” 
polſeth men wotfully unto more ; as a man 
that zs ont of bis way, 1s more ike-to ger fur- 
ther from it, than to recurn again, ſo long 45 
he perſ{wages himſelf that he 1s right. A 
man cannat loveag error, but he muſt con- 
ſequently hate the contrary truth, and that 45s 
of it ſelf a moſt wotul thing ; but that which 
% far worſe 4s, it 1s the ready way to be left 
to fall turther, yea, till there b2.xto recovery : 
awful is'that ſaying of the Apoſtle, 2 The. 24 
19,20,2I1. Becauſe they received not the lowe of 
the Truth, that they might be ſaved : and, for 
that cauſe God ſhall ſend them ffrong deluſug, 
that they ſhould believe a ly: that they all might 
be damned who believed not the Truth, There 
are forge errors ( though all are bad) which 
it they were ſtooa at, and men made no 
farther progreſs, we might haye much char - 
ty for many that hold them, but: the gregt 
unhappinels 15, that 'they have proved to be 
the poſtern, at which, ſuch as haye made an 
eminent profeſſion for a while, have gons 
back to the moſt datynable Apoſtaſie ; and 
fohave at length altogether loſt fo: much as 
any footſteps or marks of their former Re> 
11gi0n: and this alſo ſatth that there--cannot 


by too great caution uſed by mgn againſE 
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their being ſeduced, fince it hazards they 
utter ruin... 


Now becauſe there 15 ſo much of weigh 
in the right 1myrovement of this Direction, 
it being of all cheats the moſt notoriouſſy 
miſchievous, to. be put off with a gmilded er. 
ror inſtead of a thining Truth ; I ſhall en. 
deayour to give {ome ſpecial help here, and 
that, 

I. By way of Caution : 
2. By way of Direction; 


1. By way of Caution; and here in gc 
nera!, Beware that you judg not of Truth by 
falſe Rules. Every ſmooth ſtone; 15 not to 
be counted a tonch-ſtone, nor will it diſtin- 
guiſh of: M=ttals ; there are many Ballances 
that Men make, in which a thing may bear 
weight, which when it is brought to the Star 
dard will there be found too light. 


But more particularly, let me caution you 

2n ſpecial! againſt ſuch things as the general: 

ty of men are wont' to ſuffer themſelyes to 

be abuſed by : And here; 

, IT. Receive nothing for a Divine Truth uper 

the credit of men ; And therefore have a ay 
O 
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of having mens perſons too munch in adm” 
ration ; the Apoſtle complains of ſuch, 7rde 
16. Havins mens perſons in admiration. becauſe 
of advantage, That may be true which men 
reach, but 1t.is not therefore ſo becauſe they 
teach it : 1t derives not 1ts verity from their 
authority + kence you have a deſcription of 
a rightentertaining of the Word of God,ity 
1 Theſl.2.13. When ye received the Word of 
God, which ye heard of us, ye received it wot as 


the ord of men, but ( as it is im Truth) the 


Word of God. That which is it felf falſe, 
:annot alter the property, or become other- 
wiſe, though 1t ſhould come with the autho- 
rity of an Angel ; hence, that, Gal." 1. £. 
Though we, or an Angel from Heaven, ſnould 
preach any other Goſpel than that we have Prea- 
ched, let him be accurſed, 
And here 1n particular. 

1. Make 07 CYear 2729 YOUT Rule; it 's aft 
evident note of a practical Atheiſt, that wil 
alwayes be of the Court Religion where he 
ves, be it what it will * T mean to make that 
the Rule of his Profetfion and look' no far. 
ther: They put the higheſt affront wmnagins 
able upon man-kind, who bind them always 
to belizve as the Church believes, thereby 
meaning their Rulers and Leaders ; and howi 

es 1 ft 
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rationally ſoever thoſe Phariſees and E!ger; 
{uppoled themſelves to argue againſt the com. Le 
mon peoples beligving in Ckriſt, I am fſureſco 
they argued irreligioully, Job, -. 48. Haw £, 
any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believed ml ig 
him? Great men are not alwayes wile, I anlff:e; 
ſure nor ſpiritually and ſavingly ſa, and toff;h 
judg of Truth by them, 1s to gy 1t by afſ»z 
Lesbian Rule, that will bend it {elf to the mull T; 
table humors of men, and 1s the ready wayth 
to make Truth ( which of it felf 1s 1immutafſin 
ble ) every whit as changeable as the timaſne 
and faſhions. | | 


2. Make nct Wiſe and Learned Aden yu 
Rule, Men may be 1ntmately acquaintedſ 
 withall themyſteries of Art and Naruare, and 
yet be itrangers to the ſaving Truths of the 
Word of God: We ſhould conſtantly carnfm: 
about with us that folemn expreſſion offmi 
Paul, 1 Cor. 1.26: Not many wiſe gre calledfha 
& that of our Saviour Chriſt, at.11.25.T,ufon 
baſt hid thoſe things from the wiſe and prudenfſe| 
and haſt revealed them unto babes ; even ſo, Fam: 
xber, for (0 it ſeemed gced iy thy ſight, Jt 18 v6 
worthy Obſervation of one,7 bat all the Hereſas 
fſtes that hawe been ſo miſchievous to the Chriſt iÞtn: 
an World, were nothing elſe but ihe [T11871211'f 11 
gu fiouriſhes of bumeng Learning. Not that 
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Learning and Knowledg are therefore to b® 
contemned ; that of Solomon 15 obſervables 
Eccleſ. 2. 13. Wifdorh.excelleth folly, as far as 
light excelleth darkneſs. but withal we muſt 
remember that many men while they have 
| thought to be' wiſe, became feols in their imagi- 
f 12::0zs ; yea, how.often doth it {2dly prove a 
ETrath, that the Worlds Wile men, improve 
Etheir wiſdom againſt the Truth ; 4nd count- 
fling the Do&rines of Chriſt to. be fooliſh- 
neſs, do ſet ihemſelves directly to ſubvert 
them 2 


4 


3. Make not Holy-Men your Rule; I wean 
Much, as mak? ihe greateſt ſhew and appearance 
def zz - For as there is a ferigned Holineſs, 
Awhich 1s the worſt iniquity, fo the beſe of 
Winen are but men ; and becauſe they are fo, 
Mmiult be liable ro nuſtakes : good men have 
Yhad their errors, and-choſe ſometimes great 
ones too 3; however. they are not of them- 
mlelves infallible : thoſe that were the Pen- 
men of -the Haly Seriptures, wherein they 
Jwcraguided by an infallible Spirit, and wrote 
ras they were inſpired ; yet in. other things 
they had their mnfſcakes ; Peter himſelt was . 
FPACe at leaſt to be blamed, Gal. 2, 11+ how 
apnuch more then have we reaſon«o ſuppole - 
hatothers know but in part? and if we Gn 
Y CINGIL 
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all their maxims for Oracles, we may eafily 
be milled. When +Paul him{elt was the 
Preacher, yet the Bereans are commended, 
that they took nor up hs:Doctrine on truft, 
but fearched the Scripte res, to fnd out the 
cruth of it, —_— \þ LOR 


2. Fudge 70t A Tritth' by the reception that 
Do&trmes find in the World 4, Or the n: ember of 
followers which they have.” 

And here 1s a GOUBLe danger .to be 
voided : 


There are a great many that run wah 


hs multitude, and make a loud cry, that 


waich:every 'one faith muſt needs be true ; 
but this rule will not hold univerſally, if men 


Truſt co 1t, 1t will many times deceive them S: 


. the Scripture tells us of a time, when the 


avhole World ſhail wonder after the Beaſt: Rev. 


12.3. and when the Inhabitants of the Earth 
ſhall be made erunk with the wine of the Form” 
cation of the gyeat Whore, Chap. 15: 1,2. and 


this properly a1ms at the time when there 


Jhall be a £9n2 ral Apoſtahe from the -pro- 
feflion of the Truth, and men {hall 'be-; 11- 
toxicated' with the talle Dottrines or Ant- 
chriſt: The Scripture infor ms us that there 
was 'ONCe a time when there was but -O0ne 
Hlias to Mainttaln the p ruth of Got Worfup 


20amJt. 
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2yain{t four hundred of Baa/; Prophets : and 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory makes report, thatonce 
there was occalion for ſuch a ſpeech, Unus 
Anaſtaſius contra totum miundum 3 whe | there 
was but: ons Paphnurius to withſtand an 
whole Council in defence of the honour of 
Matrimony : when the Church was driver 
into the Wilderneſs, Truth 'went with her, 
whiles error took the Chair, and ruled at 
rleaſure. 'and 1t 15 too certain that Truth 
goth not alwayes gain the major vote in the 
Chriſtian World, bart 1s many times confron- 
ted by the greater part of preteaders to. 1t. 


2 There are others who think to fnd out 
ruth by the fewneſs of its followers, and 
hat which 1s conſequent thereupon, the ill 
ncertainment winch 1t finds with the great- 
{t number of men : and though theſe may 
ollibly come nearer to 1t ordinarily then the 
thers, by reafon ' of the natural pravity of 
Man kind; yet neither 1s this a futhcienc 
r:ter:0n to judge of it by. There have beere 
nole happy tmes, wherein waiole Councils 
ive condemned the Hert//es of a fews 
ven the Synd at Feruſalem could unant- 
nally bear witneſs againſt the Fudaizimng 

2 


-5ri{ians who would have fabjected the con- 


— 


cited Gertzles to the Law of Moſes, At.15. 
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When the Nicene Council bare a plump Te fe 
Rimony againſt the Blaſphemy which Ar; 
rius vented to the. diſhonour .. of the Son of 


Gcd, and many the like. God ſometimes 
gives Truth a ſignal victory over falſhood, 
and it triumphs : and it is certain that Here: 
hes, at their firſt riſe, have met with but a 
few defenders or abettors, though afterward, 
they have gathered by rolhng, , like a Snow- 
ball; pride and ambition giving a lift to pro- . 
mcte them, till ſuch ume as the hight ana, 
heat of Truth hath melted them again. 

3. Determinemot of Truth according tg, 
your own natural reliſh : Sin that dwells in Þþs 
men, hath made them fleſh-pleaſers, and the J#b 
porfer of inbred concupiſcence hath bribed Ic: 
their zidgments, fo as to. perſwade them tg, |y« 
embrace the diRates of their own 1enſes,and Io 
according as that rgliſheth Doctrines, accor-' Io 
dinpgly, ether to entertain or reject them: | 
__ this. 1s, none of the leaſt reaions why: | { 
error makes its way ſo faſt, and {o ſoon into 
the hearts of men, becaule there is never an, | 1 
one but what 1s cut out and adapted to give: | | 
ſatisfaction to one Fleſhly Luft or other in }1 

] 


the'Soul : And men naturally have enter- 
tained ſo good and charitable an opinion of . | : 
themſelves, and their own inclinations, that, | : 
whatfoever notion 15 broacned, which $1YCS, | 

© wy Ws the 
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ke leaſt encouragement to any of thele, goes 
own glibly,and hath a gobd rel1{h withthems 
nd hereupon Satan & his factors, eaſily eſpy- 
ng the adyantage,& readily taking hold of 1t, 
ave 1o accommodated falſe Dorines, as rod 
ae cvery fleſhly Ivſt in men; info much 
5 all cempers. and 'humors . may have theic - 
hoice, and fit themſelves with one of other to 
their great.cbntent; Well, Truth'is of a con- 
ftrarv nature; and is levelled directly againſt 
ill th-(e laſts of the hearts-of men, & mainly 
detigns the battering of- thera down, or the 
mortification of them, 2 Cor:10.4,5. the wed- 
porzs of our warfare are nut carnal,” but mighty 
threugh God, to the palling down of Ftrong hotas, 
cating down imaginations, &c. if therefore 
you meet with any Doctrine which endeav- 
ours to gratify your corrupt part;conclude up- 
on one of theſe two, that ether it 15 not the 
Truth,or if it be,that you do not rightly re- 
ſent it. ; 

4. Rej# net in the Tudgment of your -0w1 
Reaſon : Determine not of Truth and Falſe- 
hood by the ratiocinations; and comprehen- 
1095 of your Judgments. - There are ſome 
who would be counted and called Rational 
Profeflors, and theſe lay it down for 'a max- 
11m, that nothing 1s to be received for, a truth 
in Relegion, but what our reaſon _ fa- 

CNOnT 
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thom, and niake a Demonſtration of, fo that 
. this muſt. be. made the very ſtandard, and 
' ſupream judge of Truth : whereas the Word 
of God acquaints us, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
S10n 15 a great _myltery , '1 Tim. I. 3. 16, 
Great. 3s the mypery of Gedimeſs, It 15 true 
indeed, that. there 1s higheſt reaſon to give 
credit.to Divine Truths, becauſe they arc 
born witne(s unto, by him who is the Truth : 
and the authority of Dwine Teſtimony, car- 
T1510 1t more force to command our credit 
to the. things which 1t aſſerts, then all the ar- 
©1MEats Which our invention can fetch out 
of the Topicks of Reaſon,or borrow from the 
obſervation of our lenſes, God being to be 
beteved for himſelf, becauſe, 'be cannot ly : 
But-to think to be able ro ſound the depth, 
and-reacn the bottom of theſe things with 
the: ſhort plumbline of our Underitanding, 
15 truly madneſs; our breath 1s loſt before we 
have dtved half the way ; and for us to re- 
folve:to -beheve no-more than what we are 
able. to. graſp with our reaſon, 1s cittraction g 
and; carries 1n 1t an 1mphcit retolution to 
baniſh the moſt neceſſary and Soul Saving 
Truths out of our Creed : Conhder here, 

Your Natural Reaſon 15 prejuciced, tor 
which conjideration 1t cannot be. a compe- 
tent:Juige, Totalk of a Fe | US, Crac:fied 0 

way 


- 


= 


Buy the Truth, and Sell it not... 307. 
y agrees with a Grecians logick, and Viers= 
Sr: he counts it fookihneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 23s 
ſe preach Chrif# crucified, ts the Greeks {oolifhs. 
/s ; and hear what a Commentary , Fes « 
akes of it, Acs 25. 19, and of one 7 oſus 
hich was Dead, whom Paul aij:7ms to be alive, 
e Do&rine of the Refurrection, contra» 
its an Athenians Phileſsphy , * and 1t Paul 
melt preacht it, he ſhall paſs under the 1e- 
utation of a Babler, As 17. 15 ſome ſaid, 
bat will ih3s bavler ſay? becauſe be Preached | 
ito them feſus and the Reſurretiion. Yea, 
waced the whole counſel of God meets with 
wity to oppole it in a carnal mind, no won- . 
(f then if he cannot ſubje&# his reaſon, and 
Judgment to it, Rom. 8, 7. 


2. Your Reaſon 15 too narrow to compre- 
end it- Truth 1s a Sza unnavigable, a. gulk - 
Bhat will not be fachomed by us; the length 
ma vreadth, height, cmd depth of it paſs our 
nowledge ; Job. 11. 8,9. It is as Lieb as hea- 
en, what canſt thou do? deeper than hell what 
anſt thou know * ihe meaſure thereof is longer. 
han the earth, and breader than the Sea, Our 
Jnderſtanding wil} foon be Non-pluſt: in 
neſe contemplations ; for Faith it ſelf 1s rapt 
1nto the. tranſports of an aſtoniſhing admi- 
ration, Part! that had bcen admitted - to 
taks 
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take a view of the glories of the Third Heg: 
" wen, yet kere he ſtands upon the brinks, and 
cries out, Oh the Depth! Rom, 11.33. if Our: 
Saviour Chriſt doth but diſcourſe with Nico- 
demius abotit tbe A B C of Chriſtianity, (the 
Do&rine of Regeneration ) this great Do- 
&or and Maſter in 1/42] 1s put to a nonplus, 
and demands how 'can theſe things be, Fob.3.g, 


* 


Truths hight is truly dazling, and the eyes of 
our Underſtandings are very weak and ſore, 
Truth is Þ»nez/e, and our Reaſon 15 Finite; 
and however opiniited we may be of our 
ſelves, and'protidly preſumptuous of our large 
reaches, yet it 1s certain, that we may as ſoon, 
comprize the Ocean in an Eg ſhell, as com- 
prehend all Sacred Truths in our Reaſon : 


But, 


2, Let it be by way of Dire&ion, &X hers, 


if we would not be-miſtaken ; 


I. In general, the Written Word of God. 
15 the proper and only touch ſtone by. which. 
we are to try and find out the Truth, What- 
ſoever 15 needfut to be known in Order to. 


our enjuytment of Commitnion with God in 

Pp . ; 2 ls . \ \ FE. "DI X 
this hife, and attaining eternal felcity in that 
which 15 to come, is contained 1n the Holy 


2 


Scriptures, and there 15 no particujar ruje 


of © practice for otir guidance in the cales 
i which 
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which we can meet with, but the ſolation of 
it, 15 there,either exprefled in fo many words, 
or implied by necef{ary and undeniable con- 
{equence. Scripture perfe&ion' is dne main 
Arccle of the Chriſtian Religion, 2 Tim. 35 
16,17. All Scripture 1s grv2n by Inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for Do&riney'@c. that the 
, man of God may 'be perfett, throushly. furtilhed 
anto all good works ; whatoever Dodrines 
are not according to it, are to be repudiated 
as falſe, Iſa. $.20. To the Law and to. the Tee 
ftimony ; if they (peak not according to this 1yord 
it is becauſe there is no light in them. God, 
who knew his own mind” beſt; hath herein 
communicated it to the children of mien, and 
hath limited our enquiry to 1t, Dent,” 29. 29. 
The ſecret things belong to the Lord our God, 
but thoſe things which are revealed, belong unto 
us and our children for ever, And he hath: 
declared 1t as a dangerous thihg for us ta: 
make any additions hereunto, Prov. 3o. 6. 
gdd nit unto his word, leſt he reprove thee, and 
thow be found a liar: Whatſoever* therefore 
men may ſay, or thew own thoughts diate , 
be. ſure to ask 1f the Scriptures' ſay {5 tob, 


and if not, count them for tanſfzes ih Relts 
g10N, But, 
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= _ particular help for the finding out of the truth] C 
| to which end take theſe following Rules. Þ 4 


I, Be muchin prayer to God for the illuÞ 
mination of his Spirit ; It is not enough to bj 
much in reading and ftndving of the. Scrif] P 
tures, though that aifo mult be attended ; forfſ 7 
it we. go about it with a proud confidence, 
leaning.to our own Underſtand:ngs, we ex: 
pole our ſelves to bs lo : It is ealy for us to 
e deluded, and we know that the vileit He: 
 reticks have ſought .cto make the Word © 
God to.patronize their molt abſurd opinions 

' and none that labour ſo mach as they to fi 
up their pages with Scripture citations, which 
they put upon the rack, hoping to make them I 
confels their lies tobe true.  Nze knows the D 
21mg of God 19 the Scripture but bis own Spi t 
Tit, and ſuch to whom he will reveal it, 1 Cor, 
2. 12,12. and fuch as would be beſt inform} * 
ed, mult ask his Illuminations Luther's benel * 
Oraſſe, bene faduiſſe, belongs not to Miniſters 
only, but alſo to all Chriſtians: 7 he Word 1n- 
deed zs a Lamp, and the Law is light, but the 
nuſery 1s, our eyes are out, and 1c 15 not tis 
light will open them of it ſelf, but only the 
author of it. As our dependance upon the 
teachingsof theSpirit ought not to encourage 
our neglect of the reading of rhe uy b\ 
oa, 


rn, <7 
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God, and attending ; upon thoſe helps -to. 2c- 
quaint our ſelves with it winch God affords 
as in the Pubhck Miniſtry ; {0 neicher ſhould 
we confide 1n our own pains, or be ſatisfied 
with our $kill : we have David here for a 
pattern, who profefieth Gods Law to be. bh 
meditation day end night, and declares that 
this meditation was an help to h1s gaining of 
more sk1!] than the ancients ; yet how often 
have we lum at prayer ea: neftly begging; for 
s:ill, re aching, illumination, ſo acknowledg- 
ng hs ſubordination of his endeavours, Pls 


19. 18, 27, 33, 34- 


2. Make uſe of and carr y about with YOu 
ſome diſtinguiſhing marks of Truth, where- 
by 1t may bs known and diſcerned from 
falhood and error : be fare to carry chem 
IMpilated on your minds, and be aiways 
ready to maks application of them 1n your 
rcaGding and | hearing. [ here ſhall purpoſely 
«| Wave any diſcourſe avout the logical Analy- 
fing cf the Scripture, the ſearching out of 
a| the "Tops of the Text, and accommodating 
-| of all che arguments that are uſed to the 
: principal | dcife or defign, which are of CX 
«| cellent uſe to juch as are furnihed with the 
C 
{ 


Skill fo to do, and alſo neceſſary for men-of 
Learning, eſpecially thole who undertake 50 
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be Teachers of others; and do require a /* 
preat deal of time and ftudy, rightly to per. 
Neem it 3 yea and the negle& whereof, 1s one 
great reaſon why the Scriptures are oftenf fe 
quoted irmpertinently, and beſides the genius ec 
ine intention of them : But this 1s not a thing c: 
to be attained to by every Chriſtian, 'whonf| © 
yet 1t concerns to be built upon the Truth & 
and warily to avoid the infe&tion of errof: 
there are therefore ſome more eaſily obfervt 
ble Crireria,the rhproving wherevt will be 0 
gredt uſe to prevent our being miftaken 1n 
this matter;8& here I {hall in the firlt place 14 
down this general Rule, from whence cho 
More particular mirks may be drawn ; wiz. || 1! 
Every Truth of Religion, contributes to the C 
dFreat ends of it ; which ave, the Glorifying «f| © 
God, and the furthering of our Salvation. "Thatſ tl 
theſe are the two main ends of the'Chriſtiahſ t 
Religivn, every Catechiſe will readily inform a 
us: Now the proper brifineſs of every Art]? 
Science , or Do&trine 1s to lay down ſuch 5 
Rules, Precepts, and difcoveries, as may bel © 
proper and ſuitable means for the*' advance » 
ment of the genuine end of it; and what 1 
ſoever is not truly ſerviceable hereurnito, 1s in| f 
no wiſe to be acknowledged as belonging to t 


that Dodrine, but alzene fromit; ſo thath \ 
"Prog, . ——, 1.4 bis do 1 


Buy-the Truth, anal Sell it not; 1x3 x 
ſerved-glory in any point,, or is deſtrutfive to 
| che Salvation of Souls, and no Ways tends td 
| further ther towards eternal life, 1s to be accoun> 
| 22d falſbood ;.and if this Rule be duly obſery- 
| ed, it wili afford us ſeveral particularinferen- 
þc25, which. will ſtand as ſo many differien- 
| cing notes by the which the Truth may be 
known, v:%S, | 


Jl 1; Every Truth aprees with the whole, and 
il with every other Truth, The whole body of 
i Divine 'T _ - Truth 15 but one, 
vj whereas erroMis manifold: Truth its ſelf con- 
| ſenting,but error.1ts felf acnravogs there 
| is a ſweet harmony+/in the whole .Word, of 
«| God; there are no contradictions to be found 
fl there; if any ſhall judge that there are ſuch; 
| the raiſtake' is not in the Scriptures but ire 
af their deceived ' Underftandings. They do 
nf all come from the ſame God, with nvhons 
tf there 1s 20 Variableneſs or Shadow of. Turning, 
bl James 1. 17. they are nothing elſe: but the * 
ef expreifions of his mind, who i5-always of one | 
1 2d, Job 23.13. and have been delivered: 
t-| in Holy Writ by him who perfe&tly:knows 
n 
0 


his. own meaning,. and is not at a loſs how 

of to expreſs it. So'that whenſoeyer you meet 
a with ewo Dodrines, between which ygu ob- 
| lerve a manifelt inconſiſtency, you may wer 
Mp Ee J NRLLK 
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muſt conclude, that both of theſe cannot pof* 
ftbly be true, and alſo that that muſt be fo, 
which 5s conſonant with the whole Analog 
of Faith, or the body of Saving Truths : fuck 
15 the direction given by the Apoſtle; 1 Tim; 
6. 3, 4. If any man teach otherwiſe; and conſent 
7? to whotſom words, even the words of cur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Dottrine which is 
according to Goalineſs ; he is proud, knowing 


2. Every Truth pays ſome honggy to God; if 
the great bulinels: of ReligioFbe .to teach 
men how to live to God, as we are affured that 
it 15, I Pet. 4. 2.4, e, how to pleaſe him, to 
glorife him, to do that which 1s acceptable to 
tum ; then every part of it muſt of ne- 
ceflity reflect fome honour upon him, give 
mhr-ſome praiſe : it muſt exther difcover him 
tous in ſome of his glorious perfeRtons,or di- 
Te& us to ſuch courſes wherein We may be 
fitted to advance his declarative glory. As 
God did at the firſt make all chings for nm- 
{2If, ſo he particularly appointed reaſonable 
creatures to glonſhhe him actively ; and that 
they might not muſs it in th's deſign, he hath 
directed them to the way. wherein they may 
rightly, accompliſh 1t, and this Dire&ion of 
his, 15 that whigh we do by way of prehemi 

NEnyce 
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nefnce call Truth: Truth therefore js our 
guide, Pial. 43. 3. -Serid forth. thy Light and 

thy Truth, let ther 4ead, : ( or: guide) me; 

from thence. we: infer, that every Dettrine 

which ſpeaks of-' God wnbecomimgly,. which 41 

any point-:derogates from his Prerogative, and 

Divme  Perfettions, which refletts. any. aiſho» 

our upon any of. his Works,:nnd denies bim his 

juſs right in any -one thing that 1s his due, is 

faiſe * And ſuch alſo.is that ro. he eſteemed 

by us, ON: from- any pare 

of his homage and ſubjeftion to Gad, and 

opens any doar of licenciouſnels to- him, or 
would gwe him the, lealt encouragement to , 
do any of thoſe things by which Gods: Holy 
Name maybe diſhonoured. by. no; that ins 
dulgeth him in any finful way ar courſe. 


: 3. Every Truth tends fo empty and abaſe 
ay, The infinite. Wildom of ,God, having 
contrived the advancement of the Salvation 
of Man in ſuch 4 way;. as that. the-whole ho, 
niour of 1t ſhould entirely: redound. to his owre 
great Name, : hath thereupan ſo ordered the 
way of bringing it about, as that there ſhall 
Not.any room at all be left for man to croud 
11 any thing that may be an occation for his: 
boaſting, or leave him the leaſt - place to bg 
len, or any thshg or hipfelt to be taken no- 
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' rice-of th the management of this 'whole af- 


faw.* Man by the Fall (though it hath g1-/ 
venihim no Cauſe at all-forit) is become an! 


exceeding proud creature, and' is: ety: loth 
zo be brotight to ſhrink np2to- nothing 1 
hinfelf; and this makes'him always ready, to 


hearken "after any (thing which may blow: 
him up with ſelf conceitedneſs ; ſuch things 
theref6re that cell him he 1s ſome body,  and- 
would make his condittwn ſomething! better. 


thiafit really 1s, leſsrgependent. upon! God, 


and more ſelf {ufhcient,'do wondefully tickle / 


his fafiey : But ſuch notions as theſe are, are 


directly contrary-to the whole'tenor ofScrip- 


tare” Doarine : That Dodrine.therefors, 
which makesdifſcovery of Mans Guilt, *Mi1- 
ſery, Finpotency, aridirepreſents humito.him- 
{?If, a creature every* way depending upon 
the Soveraign' Grace of God, for his whole 


Salvation, that ſo God may be acknowledg- 


_ edtobe all in all, 1s-confonant to. the mind 


of God'1n the Scriptures'; whereas that which. 
dares t5 pluck any ene flower out of bis Royal 


Diadem, and deveft him of any part of hisPrero- 

 Cative, rather than man ſhould loſe the privi- 
ledge of being conſiderable in his own Salvation, 
js dire&ty againſt the Truth. He that 15 ae- 
quainted with the Book of God cannot but 
acknowledge thar the whole current [5 = 
Hes or 


w Dr» ? 10h, Pa ”..9 


| 8 every one that beljcueth; and that t 
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Word of God carries on the deſign. of ma- 
king Fallen Man very low and vile'; that 
no Fleſh might glory in any. thing of their own, 
but that he who glories might glory in the Lord 
only, Ter.9+23,24- | 


4 Every Truth leads f0 Teſus Chriſt :. that 
great and compreheni{ive Truth: All the 
Truths of Fallen Mans Religion are ſummed 
up in the Law and che Goſpel : That Chriſt 
was the great end and ſcope of the Law, 1s 


{in ſo many words affirmed, Rom: 10. 4 For 


Chriſt is the end of the Law, for Righteouſneſs 

p , 7 Fe EST 
wholly centers in him is therein manifeſt, 
becaule it is the Goſpel of, or concerning Chriſt z 
and the abſtract of it 15Faith in, & Salvatiore 
by him ; hence when he ſent forth his Dif= 
ciples to Preach 'it, he'gave them that for 
their Text, Mark. 16. 16. He that believes and 
is baptized jhall be ſaved, and be that believes 


+ 20t ſhall be damned, Paul therefore,-who to 
| prove his fidelity in the courſe of his. Mini- 


jtry among the Epheſians, laid down that af- 
ſertion, Acts 20. 20. I kept back nething that. 
was profitable ts you ; doth yet ſolemnly a- 
Voucn that to his. Corinthians, to: whom he. 
had been alike faithful in his Preaching, x 
Cori.2, 1 determined to know, netbing among - 

; & you: 


® a. 
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you but Feſus Chrift and him Crncified : and 
if we put theſe two together, we may 
fafely conclude, that he who farthfully and 
fully Preacheth Chriſt * Crucified; Preach. 
eth all the Truth which' 1s profitable - t 
the ſouls of men. Examine therefore eve- 
ry Doctrine, and efiquire,, how- 'doth thi 
tend to lead men home to Chriſt, how 
doth. this . center” and reſt ip him ? how 
doth it direct and lead me'to fix my while 
Salvatign entirely *upon- him ? and” if theie} 
be no luch. tendency as this. is in' it, - btt 
contrariewiſe it teads you . away to” ſorne 
Oper thing, and derogates from, or divide; 
'&i5 honour, and will. not yield him to be the 
only Saviour, it 1s a Doctritie of: Devils, .anc 
comes not from'above, but from' him who:.; 
' @ Lyar from the beginning, and the Father ' iff 
" $. All Truth tends to make us more ſpiritn 
_ and holy.” Purity is an* inſeparable propert 
of the Truth, Pſal. 29. 8, 9. The Commanat 
 2ment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the eyes 
the fear of the 'Lord is clean, enduring for eve 
 Filthine(s and Defilement 15'proper to all e: 
--Xor 3 every falſhood is "inpuire :* Truth mu 
necds be it ſelf holy, becauſe it hath for it 
author, the moſt immaculate Being ; ut pro 
cceds from that "God who 1s holineſs it fell 
. $0 #2. 5 FR SET # | Be 23s and 
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and as it is:holy in it ſelf, it likewiſe tends to 
| make all them ſo who embrace.it. cordially : 
and therefors obeying the Truth, 1s ſaid to 
purify the Soul, 1 Pet. 1+ 22: Seeing you baye 
purified pour Souls in obeying the Truth ; hence 
| that of our Saviour, John 15. 3. Now ye. are 

clear through the word which I have (psken un- 
fro you. There 6 no Scripture Truth, but 1t 
either direRs to, or encourageth Holineſs, or 
diſwades from Sin - and Uncleannels : and 
therefore whatſoever DoFrine [awous,s of the 
' Luſt of the Eleſh, or gives a latitude ta men to 
live as they liſk,& bolſters. them up in their impu- 
rities, is contradiftory to. the Truth, and deſtru- 
Hive to the ſouls of men: and if we ſhall well 
apply and rightly improye theſe few Chara- 
i ters "aye. down, we ſha'!l have a: good 
| help co.f1 ad-our th: treaſure which we ſeek, 
 Jand-not bs cheated in it, which is the ſecond 
nal general Dureion. 


43. Ask the price, and boggle not at it, but 
reſolve to give 1t, he that: only looks upon' 2 
commodity which he hath before him, or it- 
may be ſpeaks ſomething in its. commendati-. 
on, but aath.not.go io far as to,cheapen it, 
"It that man hath no mntention to.buy it; or if he. 
;rol doth make enquiry after the price, and when 
fel 36 is. told tum, he ſaufts at; it, and finds faplc. 


IN ( with n 
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with. it, it ſhews that he hath but a little mind 
20 he at coſt for the having it : and here jn 
eneril, let me leave theſe things with you as 
Truths to be believed, viz. | 


I: That if ever you come to be owners of 
the Truth, it will coſt you ſomething ; for 
Zhough 1t 15 not to be denied, that every one 
that hath'it, obtains it without. money, and 
without price, yet notwithſtanding he that io 
offers it; tells us withal, that we muſt buy i, 
Iſa. 45 1; Come buy 2without money and without 
price. Though we have nothing to' give for 
M, that can-in any way obſcure the freenels 
of Gods Grace in beftowing of 1t upon us, as 
being never able, out of all our tore to 
make up a valuable price for it; yet there 1 
ſomething that we muſt lay down in order 
zo our being made partakers in it which s 
(1n mens account) money's-worth, | 


:2.' That God, who alone hath the Truth 
to fell, and can only make a ſure: convey- 
ance of it to us, hath ſet a ſtated market: 
Price upon it : God doth not firſt make the 
_ -, offers of '1t, to draw men in, ande afterwards 
when they are engaged, come and- tell them 
how much they muſt give for- it z'but he 
deals openly with them, and as. he: hath: de 
THIS i ow ee OED EE "wo *, termin- 
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ornmges within himſelf what it ſhall certain- 


y colt every one that hath it, ſo in the ſend- 
ing it out in Goſpel Tenders, he hath fairly 
written, the price upon it, {0 that everyone 
may bg jable to read it, Prov, 2. begin. 1fthow 
crieſt after knowledge, &c. if thou [earcheſf her 
SRD... - 


3. Hence it is a vain thing (or you 'ever to 
think to beat down the Market. God 1s not 
Iike unto many men, who have their relerves 
and abatements, and may be in time brought 
to take half ſo much fo: a Commodity as 
they did at the firſt ask for it, rather than 


loſe 2 good Cuſtomer :' He is of ongmind; 

He hath pokitivaly ſet the price, and he-will 

-never go fromit; 1t 15 to no ara all to 
th 


uſe words and arguments with him, who's 
not to ba moved from what he hath deter- 
mined: if, when you hear what the Truth 
muſt coſt you, it God and.you drive a Bar- 
gain, you do find fault with it; and cry out, 
it 15 abundantly to hard, if you take a Eaſt 
and go away from him, refuſing to come to 
ins terms, He matters it. not» He hath de- 
clared his wonderful good will to the Chil- 
dren of men, in that he hach made the of- 
fers of 1t freely unto, them, but yet he will 
not lo.undervalug the Trath, as to ſuffer pe 
OPT 60 -OeIe 
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ſelf to be beaten down in his juft demands) 
or vouchſafe to trade with ſuch'men as would 
go about to caſt the difparagement upon tun 
of being an hard Dealer ; he is under no ne- 
ceflity, he wants not our Cuſtom, all our coſt 
enricheth not him at all ;' if we go away and 
never buy of him he 15s never the poorer; 
zts we only who ſhall be che loſers in the 
winding up : as on the other hand, if we 
buy, ours will be the great profit; ſo true is 
that in Prov.g.1 2. If thow be wiſe, thou ſhalt be 
Wiſe for thy ſelf, but if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone 
<< ot: | 


4+, Hence your great buſinefs is to fatishie 
your ſelyes in the jnfinite worth of the Truth, 
that ſo you may be perſwaded chearfully to 
come up to Gods terms, and drive this hap- 
Py Bargain. The want of this information 
and conſequent ſatisfation is"the 'great rea- 
ſon why there are ſo many eriflers, and tio 
few buyers, among the number of choſe who 
come to the Ordinances. Theres is nothing 
that makes men'to be more wreſolute in a: 
Bargain, holding them off, and continuing 
them in ſuſpenſe, than a fear of 'being over- 
reached, and this fear is for the moſt part oc- 
caftoned, becauſe they have nor gotten an 1n- 
fight into che true worth of the thing : ry 

EOTTC IS, _}- 
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could you ſee! the Truth in its native colours,” +3 
4nd be able to diſcernt '1ts glorious excellen- 
cies, you would be diſchafged of artiy ſuch 
fears 1n this concern, and be ſatisfied that it 
never Ccah be bought to' dear; that if it 
ſhould coſt you hever fo much, yet the poſ- 
feffion of 1t; would pay for all, and" reim- 
burſe you again with infinite advantage and 
uſury. 'Be therefore much and frequent in 
meditatinſ of thoſe commendations which 
were given it 1n tlie former Ule, and in the 
motives'of this, arid labour to get fo deep 
impreſſt on upon your minds by them,as may 
put you beyond'all hefirancy, and bring you 
plumply to draw up this Reſoive 5 That 
Truth you muſt have uppn' any” terms '; that if 
you put it away from you, when God is pleaſed 
to bring to you, you are enemies to your 0wn Souls; 


- 


but if you accept it on Gods ferms, you are made 
men for ever : * And et” this concluſion put 
you'upon it to do, as he in t' : Parable, Mar. 
T 3.44. The Kingdom of Het Jen is like a Trea- 
fure hid in a Field , the which whew a man hath 
found he hideth, and for joy thereof, goeth and 
felleth all that he hath,' and buyeth- that Field, 


But I ſhall endeavour a Intle -more parti- 
cularly ro apply this DireQtion; 'and here 
let ms {ay,that'if ever you, would” come ai | 
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be owners and poſleflors of the Truth, there 
are two, things to be done; conſider and 
praftiſe accordingly. 


I 


7. Tt will coſf you hard labour and great þ 
pains to obtain it.. It is true, all our pains 
will ftignifie nothing, without a Divine bleſ- 
fing to crown them' with ſucceſs: but this 
blefling is not given out to the idle and neg; | 
ane Bot only to ſuch as are up gnd doing, 
It we . ſhall look no farther than an head | 
purchaſe, which 1s the leaſt and mot eaſily 
| gotten, yet 1t 15 certain that a clear under- 

tanding and right conception of the form, | 
of- ſound werds, and skeam of ſaving Truths, | 
which'ts to be gathered.up out of the Sacred 
- writings of the Book of God, is not gotten || 
without a great deal of ſweat and travail; | 
' how much more then will it ſtand a man in 
to make an heart purchaſe of 1t ?. It coſts. a 
man a double Prenticeihip, and many a wea- 
ry day, and waking night to reach to be 
- Maſter of thoſe hand. maid Truths, which 
are the Servants of Religion, and are called. 
the Lberal Sciences : how long timethen, and 
how much labour muſt it HY him in to. 
get the miſtriſs of theſe, I mean the ſaving 
Truths of Religion ? and the difficulty of 
getting a right acquaintance with theſe, will 
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T2 Eopear to befar more than . what: conterns? 
We other, if we ſhalbconſider ; 


I. That we are all of us by nature meer 
at Þ,2ngers tothe Truth ; that 15 ſpoken» of all 
NS Fatural men, Rom. 3.17. The way of Peace 
ave they not known, As to other inferior 
Truchs, though there are none that are .born 
& [Artiſts in them, yer there, are fuch\common- 
& Principles; and natural powers in us, 7 asar&: 
ble to.graſp them, and receiwe;them in by 
eaching or inſtruction; there 1s an inbred or 
DNgenerate ability to -recerve thefe notions, / 
nd | the:reaſons of ; them,-provided we have: 
ne skilled to inform us,.and - hence they: are. 
"otten With the.more eaſe, becauſethere:1s. 
n our Soul a receptivity of them; or a. paſ+ 
ve principle: that can entestain them #But: 
25 to: theſes Divine Truths, we , are not-only- 
without them actually, or habitually; but are". 
al{o incapable of them. 1n our naturabeſtateg 
1 Cor.241 4 The natural man receiveth,; northe 
things of. the Spirit of God; neuther,cambe; know | 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,' 
For though there are ſome Relicks of: the! 
1d Law or Covenant left uponghe: Conſci- 
ences of the Children of men ; yet for thoſe: 
Truchs which are truly Evangelical and: Sa-! 
Y1Dg, thFre 15 n0t to be tound the leaſt uk 
HY 
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' Repof them in hs by nature; yea, they doſſ 


indeed tranſcendently- ſurpaſs the compre 
Henfion of all our natural reaſonings: ſo 
that there muſt he a change "wrought 1n our 
yery powers or faculties before we. can be 
capable of them. 


| 2» That we are exceeding anil and hard off 
hearing. and learning theſe things: there may: be 
not only a capacity-in a man,-but: a great 
deal of 'proniptneſfs to: imbibe . other Do- 
Arinesz..a commendable--docility, apt -to 
take m the notions of the precepts of them}. 

and make thern ours as faſt as they: are -toll 
us : but.as forthe things. of God; and the + 
verlaſting concerns. of our immortal Souls, 
che caſe 1s far. otherwiſe with. us- there ; thi 
Ox and the. Afſe are 1n-their kind mort 
docile-than we are, 7/ai. 1. 3. The Ox. knowl 
kiyows his ownet, and the Aſſe. bis Maſters crib, 
byt Iſrael doth tot know. When -a-great deal off 
tine, and 'pains; and patience Bath been beff 
ſtowed upon us, ant{ all condeſcention tf 
treat us in onr own language, and help uf 
by hetle and little; yet it 1s but a poor pittanc 
that we-/arrige-unto : what a b!'ockhead dF 
our Saviour Chriſt find Nicedems to be uf 
noſe things, though he was a Maſter uf 

Yrael, and one who by his Office ought bis 
FO (: | 
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offdf to have inſtructed others in the know- 
» fedg of themi? Toh. 3. beginning :-and how 
© Both he up-braid Philip after he had been (6 
wr fnany years in his. School? Fob.:14.- 899. 
e BHave 1 been fo long time with you: and baſt thou 
wt known me; Philip? and- the Apoſtle his 
, Hebrews, Chap. 5+ 11,12. Ye are:dul of hea- 
ring : for when for the. time ye ought 20 be Tea- 
bers, ye have need that .one teach you . again. 
what be the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
O» od. Nay; 


ml - 3+ That we are naturally built upm contrary 
WPrinciples, and hereupon are averſe and oppoſite. 
$0. the Truth; We have ſuckt 1n lies from the 
Yradle; and are greatly in love with them ; 
i: is one of the hardeſt things in the World, 
0 ger falſe Opinions, that have been,ſuited 
s mens Fanties, and drunk down with a- 
;þÞpundance of dehght, rooted out again, and 
Fejeted by the man ; and . yet this muſt 
weeds be done in order to the bringing of 
$hem to, and building of them upon the 
[ruth: If mans heart were no more bur. 
\c$84/4 Tabula, a fair and clean piece of Parch- 
4;$nEnt, that had nothing at all inſcribed upon 
Ft; 1f 1c ſtood in an equipoile te entertain 
Any thing that might be firſt offered co it, 1© 
nfyere then no great or diflagule matter co fill 
al | ik 
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| 3t-with the curious ingravings of the Truth: 
but whereas it15 a book blotted -and _ blurred [| 
and all over deeply graven with Flefhly Sen- 
timents, which muſt all be eraſed and taken {| 
away before any thing can be 'done to. pur- 
poſe of. this nature, it. ſpeaks it a. very great 
work, the very clearing ;and ſmoothing of | 
the Table, by which i may. be. fitted. and 
prepared totake the Imoreiiion of the Truth; 
requires abundance of pains, and. yet ths] 
muſt of neceflity be done 1n this. work;}] 
2 Cor. 10s &. Caſting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalt«th- it ſelf againſt the 
knowledg: of God, and bringing 4nio captivity} 
_ every thought to: the obedience of . Chriſt; Hence] 
therefore1t you will purchaſe-the.; Truth, tt} 
15 requiſite : trt-es 


1: To becenſtant in the uſe of the meant 
thar: are- appointed- to this end. God hath 
written his mind unto us in the Hoiy- Scrip: 
rures, but we muſt be ſure te read it there, tf 
ever we intend to come by the knowledge of 


it: he hath alſo'ſet tip his Holy Ordinances 
andin'thera hath appointed his Ambatladory 
to preſent men with the myſterious Truths 
of 'the Goſpel ; but if we have a-defire to 
get any gonad iby- ſich an advantage as this, 
we muſt come to them , 'yea,. WC wa 
y OE" AY "OL hos. 
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'* [wait at the poſts of his doors, fuch the blel- 
d ting 1s pronounced upon, Prov.$.34. which 
i- [waiting 1mplies conſtancy, The Truth 1s 
n too bulky a thing to be all ſet to-view at 
r- once, or difplayed in one Ordinance, 1t 1s 
at f therefore given” Line #pon Line, Precept upore 
of} Precept, here a little, and there a little: Soine 
id | Truths at one time, ſome at another, and 
hf therefore if we would miſs none, we muſt 
come continually : Truth 1s bound up 1n fe- 
£3 veral bails ( there acre divers heads to which 
14 [the points of Religion are reduced ) and if 
be we would have the- advantage of ſeeing all, 
T4we muſt come when they are opened, Hol. 
2&}6. 3. Then ſhall we know if we follow 91 to 
RY now the Lord. 


2.We muft add diligence and attention un- 
to this conſtancy, if we will make any work: 
of it. - It 1s not enoughÞÞ be frequent in our 
coming to the means, but we muſt take.a + | 
great deal of pains wuh our ſelves when'we 
do come, La. 55. 3. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me; hear and yeur Souls ſhall Ive: and 
tis 1s an hard work, which requires labour: 
It calls for a waketul- body : God doch nor 
tO] ordinarily 1h tackle dars reveal his mind to his 

| people wn Grams, to- be ſure not in his houſe 
|Whgre they are calied to hear him ſpeaking 
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 tothem: It would be a rediculous thing to 
find men {leeping in the market place and at 
market; and yet how many ſuch {:ghts doth 
this heavenly mart preſent 'us withal ? as if 
men expected vifions inſtead of in{truttions; 
and there mult allo be an attentive ear, and 
that accompanied with a -mind intent upon 
the preſent bulineſs : he that brings his bocy 
to the Houſe of God, and leaves his heart 
beinind him, or ſends 1t abroad from thence, 
to be wandring 1n the corners of. the earth, 
and roving after vain objects, 15 like to make 
but a poor;purchaſe: of ir, and might ever as 
well have tarried away, for any benefit that 
15 like-to accrue to him by coming : the pur- 
chaſe of the Truth requires the intenſe at 
vity of the whole Soul. about ut, Pal, 110 10, 
With my whole heart have I ſought thee, 


4-2. We muſt joyg, earneſt prayer to all the 
"Feſt: & that not off cha God would keep us 
from the danger of being miſtaken, and 
embracing of a Lye for the Truth, ( as was 
minted under the former direction ) bur alfo 
that we may come <o the knowledge of the 
,, Trath as it is in Jeſus: God is the father of 
Lights, and from him is every good and perfect. 
2i7t communicaced unto the children of men; 
tis he alone, by the influences of his Ws 
tha: 
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chat muſt open our blind eyes, and enlighte®# 
our darkneſs: all.our own endeavours, in rea” 
ding hearing, conferring, meditating, abfo* 
lately depend upon his blefling for good ſucs 
cels, and except he come in-, with his illumi- 
nating grace we ſtill remain -under'our natu- 
ral blindneſs ; this therefore -is the earneſt 
requeſt that Pas]. puts up in prayer for his E- 
phe/ſians upon their accounts, chap; I, 16,c- 
That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &C. may 


j give #7to you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revela- 


$101 171 the knowledge of. him, CC» and ' this 15 
the dire&tion given by Fames, chap. 1.5. if any 
among you tack wiſdom, let him- ask of Gog, 5 


C 2.44 " IIE _ . 
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: 4- We muſt. add meditation anteprayer: It 
15 not all our hearing will profit us, though 
we ſhould attend conſtantly on Ordinances, 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; 1f we go away 
and think 190 more of: the «things that have 
been told. us : the -way to» make the Truth 
ours, 15 by getting it fixt in our hearts, and 
that 15 not done-without {erious muſing up- 
on 1t :. Truth that.1s heard at an Ordinance, 
and: 1s not .afterrards taken. and digeſted by 
2 | meditation, 1s ike meat which 1s eaten, and: 
I preſently vomited up again, which affords 
vs no nourithment; hke the feed which was 
{own by the high way-ſide, that was ſuddenly 
2 | BREE: 
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pickt up by the Fowls of Heaven, and lay þþ 
not long enough to take any rooting. Me- þ 
d1tation 15 that whereby we take poſleflion of 
the Truth, and enrich our Underſtandings ; 
it was by this that David got the ſtart of his |, 
Teachers; Pſal. 119. 99. I have more Unaer- 
Fanding than all my Teachers, for thy Teſt1mo- 
mes are my Mcditation, Thinking hearersJ, 


are hke to be the moſt profitable Hearers 
of the Word of God. 


2 
! 


5. We muſt not reſt ſaticfhed in meaſures 
obtained, but reſtleſly purſue after more: 
that which 1s a vice, and deſerves a ſharp 
repro 1n the worlds trading, 15 a commen- 
dable. vertue in this kind of Merchandize; 
VIZ. tne more we have, the more to crave : 
and by. the purchaſe of every parcel of Truth, 
©o have our fpiritual appette whet up to 3 
greater ſhaipreſs and eagernels to be addingh 
to our purchale :» it's a worthy frame of Spt 
TIt1n him that hath Truth in queſt, not tof 
be contented with a little portion of 1t, buth, 
to be uling all endeavours, to lay field tofield, 
7:11 there be no room in the earth, 1 mean, tol 
be buying up of Truth as long as there 1s any 
to þe (old, and {tudioufly to engrols 3t all ;|, 

- and not to think himlelf rich enough, as 
long as he knows but 1n parc,though beangy 
PRge 
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' Fhave gotten a great deal more tan many of 
- his fellow Chriſtians : this! is Peters counſel, 
t }; Pet. 3. 18. grow in grace and in the know- 
> ledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſms Chriſt ; 
S Band Paul profeſleth it to be his practice, Phil. 
*$j.12,13,14. Not that I hav: already obtained , 
Orc. leaving the things that. ave behind, and 
reaching forth unto the things which- are before, 
preſs to the mark, It v a ſordid ſpirit in 
ſpiritual things, to covet no more Truth tha. 
what will bearly ſerve our turn as we fup- 
- Ipole ; and if we think we have gotten ſome 
*Tof the main and fundamental Truths, to. 
Pnegledt the reſt; and if Gods Servants are. 
Tdefirous to proceed further, and lead. us up- 
-3 to thoſe chings which are more deep and 
* *Imyſterious. , we preſently cry out, theſe 
hings are beyond . our reach, and lay, give us 
mitk, and let them that can bear 1t be fed - 
vith ſtrong meat; and care. not at all for . 
ing told any thing. more than what we 
think we know already ; as if heavens wealth-- 
vere not as defirable as earths, or we might be. 
burdened with.too much ſtore of ths prect-. 
ous and heavenly treaſure.: But the Truth 1s, 
1YIwe are too generally a lazy generation, that. 
Fare loth tobe at the pains that. the purchaſe - 
þf theſe Truths will coſt us. x ect 


WW K 3 zz. There . 


® &@ 
« I Rene > 


T34 Buy the Truth, and Sell it nots 


| 2. There # alſo. ſomething . that you 
'* muſt part-withal for the ſake of the'trath, 
if you . reſolve to have it: and 1t 1s: that, 
which every. natural man : placeth a very. 
high eſteem upon, and accuunts to. be. of- 
great worth, Which therefore makes fo 
many break .off, and .not drive a through: 
bargain.;_ but you ..can never be favingly: 


+0 


polle of the 'T rath till you have forgone: 
at. And here, DT ORe t > ; JI we 


_ IT. There are ſome things which you muſt 
actually part with upon this ſcore : you muſt 
lay them .down, and loſe all claim and title: 


to them, wiz. 


wo 


Il; 
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of his own to dire his ſteps, and lead him 
right : yea, and beſides that, 1t raiſeth in him 
prejudices againſt the Truth, and ſeeks how 
to render it ſuſpected of falfhood. He thar 
wilt buy this wiſdom that is from above, 
muſt firſt let go that which is: from below, 
which is carthly, ſenſual; deviliſh, and muſt 
become a faol 1n his own ſenſe and acknow- 
ledgment, xi Cor. 3. 18. Let hins that thinks 
barsſelf. wiſe, become a fool, that be may be 
wiſe.z and truly this 15 an hare ſaying, and 
cannot readily be born by men of great natu=' 
ral Parts, and rich acquired endowments ; wt 
5 a debaſing thing,and that which Fleſh and. 
Blood cannot well reſent, but looks upon 
with relutancy, to.come out of all, to come 
back afcer ſuch a progreſs as they have made, 


| and begin again at their AB C, 1n the Spi- 
If 17S School ; and without queſtion, this 15 


-| not the leaſt of the ſtumbling blocks that he 


in ſuch mens way, and makes it a fad- truth, 
that met many wiſe men of this world are mage 
ſavivgly wiſe unto God, + 


2. Tu muſt renCunce ell your worldly Iuſts 


Jtoo, if you weuld be-{avingly poſſeſt of the Truth: 


Not-but that it 1s to be confeited, that men 
may be Orthodox in Principles, and vicious. 
1n their life ; a poylonous- Toad may _ ; 

© 452"5; . - Joel 
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Jewel in his head of great worth ; men may |/ 
have great attainments in Theoretical Divi. 
nity, and Chrift may adviſe his Hearers to 
do as the Phariſees ſay, though he Together 
admoniſht them to beware of following their 
deeds : but fo to know God in his Son Jeſus 
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daceitful lufts, Beldes, every Fleſhly Luſt 18 
2 Lye, andthey are called hes, in the Scrip- 
ture, Plal. 40. 4. Nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies, 
i. ee to {inful and decentul Juſts : and hence. 
every ſuch luſt entertained 1n the heart, muſt- 
needs keep out the contrary Truth from ta- 
king up aroom 1n the foul; and he that will 
engage himſelf - to defend and plead for a- 
ny fooliſh and hurtful Juſt , - of - what 
kind ſoever, muſt in ſo doing (et himſcit a- 
gainſt the Truth, -and whether ſuch an one 
be 1n any hkely way to buy 2t, let any many 
judge. NN EN ET be 0. 
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2. And there are other things which you 
muſt part with. in afte&ion for the Truths 
ſake, and that 15 all whatſoever 1s precious 
and delightful to.you in this world. Love to 
the Truth, or our receiving of 1t in the love of 
ity 15 our entring. upon the poſleflion of it; 
and the ſtronge(t evidence of an indiſputable 
title unto 1t ; but it 15 not every pretended 
love that 1s fo, but it muſt be ſuch as under- 
values every other thing in compariſon with 
the Truth. I know that God doth not al- 
ways call men actually to part with and caſt 
away all theſe things, Houſes, Lands, Relati- 
on3, and going away from the company and 
cointort of them, turn deſolate Hermits, and 


dwell 


” 
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dwell in ſolitary caves void of all himane 
conver{e, that they may enjoy the fellowſhip. 
and friendſhip of the Truth, as if Truth: 
dwelt only in a. willderneſs,8& were no where. 
to be met with but in caves and deſerts, the [| 
good things of this hfe areGods common fa-. C 
vours, and he. hath engaged them to ſuch as I© 
fear him, fo far as ſhall beſt ferve to his own . Þ! 
glory and their advantage, Godlineſs hark the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and if God guves, 
h1s people ought with thanktulneſs to receive. 
theſe favours ; but ſtill he reqthres ablolutely. 
of us, that we withdraw our afte&ions from 
them to ſuch a degree,as to be at all tizaes 1n a 
chearful readineſs,either to-Jet them go one af. 
ter the other by retail, or al] at once by whole. 
fale, for Truths ſake, if there be occaſion for 
it. Neither is this a leflon to be.learned after- 
wards, or by thoſe that have been a great 
while trained in Truths School, and have at- 
tained to be of the uppermoſt forms of her 
Scholars; that have made a great proficien- 
cy in the learning of jt: but it 15 one of the 
entrance articles, it 1s a Jaw of the School, 
and to be comphed with upon acmilion ; it 
15 one of the conditions of Difciplethip, Mat, 
16. 24. If any man will be my Diſciple, let hin 
deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and foliuy 
wie, Luke 14» 26, If any mas come unite me, 
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and hate not his father and mother, and wife and, 
children; and brethren and fiſters, yea, and his 
aun life alſo, he cannot- be my Diſciple : 4. e, uf 
he doth not ſet a leſs and lower citcem vpon 
them, than upon the Truth ' and ways of 
Chrift ; and there 15 great reaſon {or it ; be-. 
cauſe berthat buys the Truth, buys toge:her with 
it the hatred of Men and Devils; and although 


'[God:is often pleaſed to curb: in their rage, 


and to'tie up their mouths,” ſo as. that they 
cannot devour his-people,-yet this 1s ever to 

CI Perſecution will 
9 together ; and God many times doth (for 
holy ends) permit Perſecution ts extend 1t. 
ſelf to the depriving his' people of all theſe 


things: and therefore he who doth not buy 


the Truth with ſach a ſuppoſal, and accor- 


Idingly is ſo provided for it, as not to be pre- 


jadiced at all theſe changes, had better to fit 
{fill and let it alone : 


This may ſufice for the Third Dire&ion. 


4« Finally, Tf you will buy the Truth,buy 
it Now, uſe no delays in the butineſs. There 
15 now a fair advantage in your. hands, 
Truths Shop ſtands open all the day long ; 
there 1s many a ſpiritual Market ſer open to 
you On the Lords dayes, and on other tre- 

quent 
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quent occaſions ; it is now a day of Grace 1 
{ 


with you, and ( I pray ) letit not ſlip : God 
timſelf offers to you the Truth, and intreats 
of you to buy i, and bids you, that if you I! 
have any purpoſe ſo to do, you will do it Þ' 
quickly,to day, while the Market laſts, and a |/ 
Price 15 11 your hands; and to urge this ad-'P 
vice, give me leave to offer theſe things to | 
your ſerious thoughts, | 


I, Truths Markt will certainly be over with 
every one of us in a little while, and then there 
will be no buying of it, though you ſhould never 
ſo much deſire it, There' was a time when 
the Prophet made that fad complaint con- ' 
cerning feruſalem; Lam. 2.9. The Law 1s n0 
anore, ber Prophets alſ, find no viſion from the” 
Lord. And winther we may hve to ſee the 
doors of Gods houſe fhut up, and publick 
Worſhip interdited, 1s with Him alone to' 
determine, who hath put the times and ſeaſons 
into his own power ; But this 1s certain, that 
there 1s none of us al) ſhall long enjoy a ſea- 
ſon to be purchating of this heavenly wil- 
dom in; there will a time come, and it may 
be before we think of 1t, when our feet ſhall 
Carry us no more to thoſe places, where God . 
hath been wont to come and reveal himſelf 
to the Children of men: unlels theretore: 
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e [you are reſofved to be for ever withour it, 
]' buy the Truth NOW. It 1s a folemn coun- 
s [ſel and caution which the wiſe man gives 
- Jupon this account, Eccleſ» 9g. 10. Whatſoever 
e | thine hand findeth to do, ao it with thy might s 
a | for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledg, 
| nr wiſdom in the Grave whether thou poeſt, 
» | There are no Lectures of wiſdom preached 
to the Congregation of the dead: and it 1s a 
{ylemn conf(iderat1on to be thought upon, to 
con(id:r, how ſeldom (if ever) there 1s an 
aſſembly met in this place on ſuch an occa- 
fon, but there 1s {ome one or. other of the 
company, that muſt come hithe: no more, 
but before anagher opportunity comes about, 
are lock up in ſilence, and Jaid out of the 
reach of ſoul faving means: and winch of 
us all that ſtand before God atthis time, can 
tell buc that we are hearing of the laſt Ser- 
mon, and ſhall never again have one more 
offer of the Truch made unto us ? and why 
will you dy fools ? will not Repentance then 
come to late? 
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2. Your trifiing will give God the provocation 
to pack up bis precious wares and be gone,Should 
a Merchant come among a peopie, and 
bring along with him the r1chelt and moſt 
- | neceſſary Goods { luch as men cannot do {: 
withow 


” qc 4 mma dd command _— 


S412 Buy the Truth, and Sell it not. 
without, and ſach as no otherthath to fel]) 
21d otter them to people at the eatteſt.r ates, 
{> :1atevery one, even the pooreſt, might be 
-bieto buy them, 1f . he had a mind to 1t ; and 
hen he hath opened, and ſet them to view, 
.:2, and given.ſufficient notice to all, bidding 
2 £9, OMe. z. and now,. though a great 
1:1ny pretended Cuſtomers do come to ſee 
679, and his Shop be full of fuch, yer. here 
:: one that ſtares up 2nd down, and never fo 
1h as minds'the Cominodities; there are 
CG*AMCTS {miling, and ſaying, KS Man hath 


-ten an excellent faculty 1n commending'}Þ 


t:5s own Wares; here are ſomes. hufting, and 
proteſting that they can ſee no ſuch excel- 
Bo in them, 23 they werecommended for, 
they are dull unhghtly things which have 
no gloſs upon them: others cry. out, we 
laokrt for ſomething new, but theſe are no- 
thing but a company of old worn things, and 
what lervice can we expect trom them 2 and 
here and there 15 one thar ſpeaks in their com- 
mendation, proteſleth the things are 200d, 
and begins to cheapen them, but. as. ſoon as 
ever he hears the price, cries ont It is an 
hard penniworth, and if he is re{oved tohold 
them up ſo tvgh, he muit even keep them 
fr him; and 1t may bs once 1n a great while 
rhere 15 01G or two that Goth Come and buy ; 
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would not this man thus conclude within 
himſelf, and ſay, 1 fee this 15 no place for me 


to vend my Merchandize in, this people have 


no-occaſton for it, I do but loſe my labour and 
time 1n waiting for cuſtom here ; and wall 
therefore pack it up, and carry it away to 
ſome other place where I may {inc better ac- 
ceptance, and rnore encouragement ; and 
truly I am very 'mach out in my obſervations 


*it this be nottoo much New. England's caſe, 


in reſpe& of the” Truth: There 15'no need 
for me to tel you what and: how many aw- 


ful Tokens there are amongſt us of God's 


deing threatning to 'depart from us : 1t 15 a 
Subje& that hath been much andSften dil- 
courſed of, and greatenquity there hath Deen 
made afcerthe provocation ; and there 15 no 
goubtto be made of 1t, biit thatthe Pride, Ya- 
nity, Profaneneſs, Eartbly-mindedneſs, Cons 
tention, &6G, of a profteſling People, have 
Deen highly provoking: to the great God, 
whole Name hath been diſhonoured, and 
wayes evil ſpoken of by reaſon of theſe 
things :* but yet T am fully perſwaded, thar 
the root of all theſe, and that which God 
nath principally to article againſt us for, 1s! 


"7 


ts, That the Lceth hath been a drug among 
us; the Goſnel of Fruch hath been wotully 
WRCre- 
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wherein. we have had the, free enjoyment of 
It, but hath not the Lord been all day long 
ſtretching out his hand to a gain-ſaying and 
dilobedient people ! there have been indeed 
a great many, boglers, but a few buyers; 
many that have. made fair offers as. if they 
would have done ſomethirig this way, but 
when 1t cams to the upſhot, they have fallen 
oft again 3 and may not God ſay unto us as 
Chrilt did in a like caſe to thoſe Jews., 
Mat. 21. 4.3. The Kingdom of God ſhall be ta- 
ken from yor., aud given to a Nation bringing 
forth the Fruits thercof. And let me ſay, God 
ſeems to F now 1n greater haſte than ordina: 
ry, Jet us be the more wary of putting him 
upon 1t; 
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3. Conſider that buying is the only 
way for you to continue and - keep ths 
Market up : if thz Merchant comes to -4 
place, and there firds full and free vent 
tor his Wares, he hath his dclizey and 
this will oblige him to fix his abods thers 
and not to think of a removal ; and 1 
chere were more of love to the Truth a 
mong us, if there were more buying - the 
Truth, and living by the Truth practiſed 
God would never take it away. irom us 
LI am fully periwaded, that if the Goſpel 

aid 
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and Ordinances of Jefus Chriſt were bettet 
prized,” ant the great Truths'of the Word of 
Gud mbre carefilly miþroved'; if we were 
more 'folicirous to acquaint vur ffelves , with 
God, and diligent to make ,uſe gf that ac- 
qtiaintante to the promoting of Holineſs 112 
our hearts and: lives} 'that whatever other 
trials God -might 'exercife the graces' of his 
people. withal, we fhonld never, want the 
Clear and, precious difpenfations of the Got- 
pel among us;” Our Saviour Chriſt intimas 
td thus much to them, when he gave that as 
the reaſon why: theſe 'things were hidden 
from them; Luke 19. 42. If thou hadft knowr 
even thou, at leaft in” this thy day, the things 
which belong auto” thy peace !* yea' Paul and 
Bartabas render that as the'very 'r#aſon why 
they went from the Jews, and turned to the 
Gentrles, Ats'13.'16. Steins yt put the Word 
of God from you, and judge your ſelves unriby 
df everlaſting life, ls ive turn to the Gentiles * 
ea, when God always in *th& Seripturej 
bi WI this to be 'thie' great? provocation for 
he cometh olit at *any*me- againſt a 
Profefling people in ths way of his -Judg; 
ments, eſpecially ro turn -them out of his 
houfſe, it plainly fpeaks thus much, viz. thas 
tt 1r had not bgen for this, that His Ward 
EY L Was 
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was ſlighted, and his Truth trampled upon, 
they had never felt the fierceneſs of. his 1n- 
dignation in ſuch a way, as to be ftript of 

the light, and left without people and viſion, 


Conſider alſo that if you now- buy, you 
thall then have ſomething to live on, when 
others muſt Rarve: how ſoon a Famine of 
the Truth, (that worſt of famines) may come 
upon us, we do not know ; there was a time 
when God threatned it to the people of 7/- 
rael, Amos 8. 11- behold the days come, [aith 
the Lord God, that 1 wilk ſend a famine in the 
Land, not.a famine of bread, nc a thirſfor was- 
ter, but of hearing the words of the Lord: and 
there 15 great reaſon why a people ſhould be 
afraid of 1t,there where fulneſs hath begotten 
loathing, and plenty hath produced carelel- 
neſs : where men have put greateſt {lights 
upon theſe-beſt things, and grown weary of 
them: and.if ſuch a time doth come, it will 
be known who husbanded the harveft, who 
rook the opportunicy of the market tiggro 
buy provifion, and furniſh themſelves agM 
2 tune of need :-then Truth (how low fſoe- 
ver it 15 now eſteemed) will be of worth, 
the wvifion will be precicus, and men ſhall feek 
for 'it in; Vain, as the Prophet follows 1t fe 
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» | verie 12..T hey ſhall wander from: Sea to Sea, 
- | and from the Nerth even to- the Eaſt, ' and they 
ty forall run to and fro to ſeek the Word of the Lord, 
ard ſhall: not find it. When the- Merchant 
hath traſt up his fardels and: 1s gone, it 15 then 
LF no time for any.to buy of him,:they that did 
1 | it nor in the. proper ſeaſon, :muſt now ſuffer 
f | the want whatever 1t be. - But when it is ſoy 
- | that all trading is ceaſed; and every market is 
2 | {hurt up, then that happy ſoul that had the wiſs 
- | dam and grace to get Truth his.own, 1n the 
d | ſeaſon wherein it was to. be had, and hath 
ef laid it up in his heart-as: a precious treaſure, 
jhall have the comfort. = it .indeed.. The 
Truth. that 1s. only.depoſited in- the publick 
{tore of Ordinances, and fet to fale in.them, 
nay be taken away from -us,-the market may 
be {topt, the doors. of..Gods Houle -may. be 
ſhut up: but he that hath gorten the- Truth 
lackt up in the.ſecret cabinet of his. ſou], cans 
never be robbcd..of. it, nor yet be hindred - 
from uſing.and improving 1t-for his fpiritual 
refreſhing. and corgfort, in the darkelt hours 
of opprellion ; take therefore your opportus 
*| nity, and. whillt you may, ſecure .this, and 
» | you ſhallbe happy, Thus may ſuffice for the 
firſt branch of the Exhortation ; a few words 
to the ſecond ſhall ſhut up this d1{conurle. 
BE ey 2, Let 
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2. Let it be a word of advice to ſuch 43 
have already bonght the Truth ; be you ad* 
vifed td hold it faſt, and never ſell it again. 
It may poſſibly be accounted ſuperfluous to 
{ay much here by way of advice ; in as much 
as thoſe that nave only entertained a notion 
of Truth in their heads, have not driven a 
through bargain for it ; and therefore are 
not concerned in this, but are-to be fent to 
the former exhortation: and they that have 
indeed received it into their hearts, - wall, 
can never relinquiſh 1 any more, it berng 
a faving work wronght in them, by the 
Spirit of God, whoſe giſts are unrepentable : 
But let ine anſwer to this, that God works 
by means, and that hot only in bringing 


men ove; to the Truth, But alſo in his 


keeping of them im 1t : no mat 1s ſo re- 
ſolved, Bat 1f he ſhould be leit to himſelf, 
he might eafily be beaten out of thoſe re- 
{olutions : ſtrong corruptions Within, abet- 
| ted by an hour of fore Temptatitn from 
abroad, oftentimes ſhakes the weak faith 
of a Chriſtian, and makes him to ſtagger 
in his Profeſſion : feeble knees had need to 
be ftrengthned, ana hands that bang down to 
be lifted up: and God is wont to do this 
for his people in the , ule of means; and 

thete- 
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therefore the Goſpel Ordinances are as well. 
appointed for the perfetting of the Saints, as 
for the converting of Sinners ; how. much 

| 25: - ol F 
therefore of the Scripture ſhall we find- to be. 
ſpent in captions, counſels and encourage- 
ments upon this account, 


The ſumme then. of. the. Exhortation is * 
That you.labbux to be confirmed i” an unchange- 
able reſolution, to maintain the” Truth both in 
beart and profeſſuon., in deſpite of all Temptations 
that may endeavour tq draw. you to part with it x; 
what are the Temptations, which any of us' 
may*be aſſaulted by, and.'to what an height 
they may ariſe, is at the difpoſe of. him who 
5 {fits upon the. circuit of. the Heaven ; there 

ſhave been fore ones that many of Gods faith- 
- [ful ones. have' encountred 'withal ;'and we. 
dwell in a world where they may be expected, 
nor have we any charter that gives us ſpecial- 
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immunity. from meeting the hke. 


To ſpeak more particularly, there- are two - 
ways, or two forts of 'Femptations by which 
they who have bought the Truth may be en- * 
cangered, viz. either of being colloagued or elſe 
affrighted out of it : Tn the former of theſe we '_ 
are znvited by the worlds hogours, profits, * 
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and pleaſares, which look' upon ' us with a 
{miling countenance, and -beſpeak us 1ni:an 
infinuating.:dialett : 1n the latter we: are: ſca- 
red with the. Croſs ahd Perſecution, looking 
grim and ghaſtly 'upon us, and fpeaking i 
Thunder. and Lightning to us : The: one: 
makes an offer .to us. of ſomething in ex- 
change for it, and would fan per{wade usto 
believe that we ſhall-be no-loſers by the bar- 
gain: the other tries all 1t cath to diſcourage 
us.from the\keeping of it, and urge+us- to'be-! 
eve it our wiſdom, to part with it: as :foon 'as 
we can, and- how great a folly it - will-be in 
us to reſolve. to:maintain it,” with theſe innu-: 
merable hazards and encumbrances. that are 
the certain;appendices of it: Now one: of: 
theſe two Temptations do (for the moſt part) 
make di{coyery. of thoſe that: have made. but; 
a {lghtly - purchaſe, and bought the Truth no. 
tarcher than.in an outward profeflion ;. and 
they are plainly. and fully chara&tarized'to.us 
by the. Lord'Jefus Chriſt; the one in the ſRo- 
ny, the other jn the thorny. ground, * mentio- 
ned 1n. that Parable, Math. 13. The former: 
of thele did (at the firſt preaching of it) re- 
cave the Truth with a great deal of ſeeming 
Joys but.it was but-an ourfide and flaſhy joy, 
which wanted god rooring,. and it-theremn 
Ls - ma» 
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manifeſted it felf to be ſo, becaule 
when the Sun of Perſecution rote high, and 
beat hot upon 1t, all. withered, which was 
becauſe it had no depth, werſe 20, 21. The lat- 
ter took ſome deeper impreſhon, but toge- 
ther with 1t there grew up thorny caves, and 
deceitful pleaſures, and they choaked all, werſe 
22, 23. and ut 15 very* certain, that 1& mere 
can either be: perſwaded that they may put 
off the Truth to fome conhderable advan- 
tage, or that they cannot maintain it with- 
out ſome notable loſs, they are prepared to 
make this unhappy bargain, to ſell the Truth ; 
IL ſhall therefore eflay to ſpeak fomerhing 
which may afford ſuitable help for your eſta- 
bliſhmente againſt the prevalency of both. 
theſe Temptations, and that only in fome 
few words of advice. | 


I. Endeawour to make ſure and clear your 
title tothe Tyuth, Manis a dependant crea - 
ture, and every ohne would willingly have 
{on:2thing which they may live upon, 'and 
whereunto they may ſafely traſt : and that 
which is the great engagement upon men to. 
ftand by a thing, hold-1r faſt, and utterly re- 
fuſe to let it go, 15 ( together with a perſwa- 
ton in thaw minds of the excellency and. 

EY y worth 


worth of 1t.) 'an--apprehenſion of afi1-inters 
eſt which they have init ; and ever the more 
donfidefit a' man is in this particular, the more. 
relolute may we expett that he wall be * A. 
man may enjoy-a goodly anheritance; be, 1 
the poſſeſſion of -1t; and be:exceedingly un- 
willing to be put ontof it';. and: yet,\notwith- 
itandinig, 'if he -ſwſpe& the validity of his 
deeds and evidences, and be afraid that he, 
mall never be able to make good- his; title to, 
*in Law; and may-{o'be put to a,great deal, 
of trouble and 8xpenie, and loſe all - at laſt,. 
this very. ſuſpicion will ma ke thin ; very ' cold; 
m the defending of -it, and put hym upon the, 
temptation to'forgo : it': at ya con{jderable |. 
diſadvantage: many are'in their. jadgments | 
periwvaded-of the: ineſtimable value: of this | 
Jewel, Truth ; and how.happy a portion they; 
have gotten who are the true owners of ut, 
bat theyare' withal'afraid leſt they have but 

deceived themſelyes, and have not driven a 
through” and - full: Bargain for 1t,, they. are 

doubtful whither the evigence. they, can Dro» 
duce for their.title' to it, will ftand good; and 
in the mean while, to. think, of ſuffering ' the 
toſs of all cthe-ontward. advantages of the de-. 
hhts of chis world, and tg undergo che trou- 

bles and hazards -of. perſecutzon m ſtanding 


&' y 
know :not ) and after.all this to. be diſpoſſeſ 
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by it (and how- far they. may extend the 


of che. Truth too, this-looks fadly upor» ther 
and theſe fears do many times make. them tas 
faint, and draw back, at leaſt. put them to; 
ſuch ſtands that they know:npt what: to do :, 
and without gueſtzon,.it mult needs yea fear- 
ful thing to Jof: credit, hberty, eſtate; tals 
and life:too for. the Truth, and loſe the Truth- 
at la(t, and the Soul: by:that loſs; which :15 a: 
poſlible caſe: -- That you may avoid heing're- 
duced to-fuch a Duermma, .and prevent this 
ahre(s, your work. 1s notto reſt till; you ſee 
the D2eds ſ1gned, iſealed.and -delivered-:; to. 
follow-that advice, viPet::I. 19. Giue a dilis, 


| gence ro make 'your's alli and electionſure; and 
C 


if once you 'can; lay fecurely wath -Panl, You t 
know whom you have truſted, you-\'may, well. 
build that tipor;, it- which he-doth, For thit - 
cauſe I alſo ſuffer theſe things, neventbeleſs I. am 
wit aſhamed, 2"T1m.-1. 12. if you are bat well. 
fatisfied: in -that, that you , ao:not lahour:at 
uncertainties,that the Truth 15: really: yours 
and ſhall without fail recompence. you, all 
your coſt, with infinite intereſt ; let the ex+ 
penſe in maititaining'of i be never ſo. much, 
this will certainly put life into your reſolu* | Þ 
tions, and make *you and your ground | | 
S.+ | without 


f 
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without flinching, entertaining with an holy 
ſcorn all the efſayes or offers which can be 
made, either to cog or wrelt the Truth, out 
of your hands : [334 ROB TT ED 


2. Beware of * being aſhamed to own, or per- 
ſfwaded through fear to ſuppreſs the profeſſron of 
cbe Truth. It is none of the leaſt of the de- 
vices of Satan : and leflons which he hath 


throughly initraced his inſtruments. 1n, to 


caſt an odium and obloquy upon the Truth, 
and the ferious profeſſors of 1t ; and 1t 1s 
grounded upon this preſumption, that if they 
can'once* obtain to make 1t infamous, they 
ſhall then with little difficulty draw men a- 


way from''1t, meerly to avoid that ſcandal. 


which they ſhall ottierwite expole themſelves 


unto, by the open profeſſion of it. It 15 not. 
ſeldomhat the Truth comes to be quite out 
of credit among the generality of mgn,when. 
the Prophets complaint 15 verified, 1/4. 59. 


14, 15. Treth is fallen in the ſtreet, and equity 


cannot enter, yea Truth faileth, and he that de- 
parteth from evil maketh himſelf a prey : when 
matters fo ftand in the World, that ang 


ſhall expoſe a man to fo much opprobry an 


contempr as the lively protefſion of un ; when 
a man's nam? and quiet {hail be more ens 
| ang. 
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and out of danger, in the commiſſion of all 
manner of debaucheries, than in'ithe ſober 
aſſerting of ſuch a Profeflion'; and ſuch men 
as do ſo profels; ſhall' be 1o {trangely cha- 
ractarized, and reprefented to the World as 
more :dangerous-to the civil-intereſts,' and' 
more pernicious enemies to the: peace and 
fafery of man:kind than the' moſt profatie 
and profligate- men'; when openly to own 
and affert the Truth, ſhall -expoſe- a man to} 


be the ridicle of the world and: (corn of the 


generation : ſuch things as theſe there have 
been many:of -the peopleot God rthat-have 


been: experienced witneſſes of: and now 


when it is fo, the greateſt number 'of men 
that have ſometimes made a profeflion, may 
be ready- to withdraw, and think it to-be-a' 
&reat deal more ſafe for them' to ſuppreſs 1t;' 
2nd keep-1n'the Truth; they may be-loth to 
lay themſelves open, and to have their per- 
ſons vilihed,' and. names beſpatered with all 
reproachful refle&ions 2: and when they have 
given: way to ſuch a ſhame as 'this 1s, 1t will 
readily put them upon diſſembling, and that 
they may ihore up: their reputation, they 
make bold to iz»priſon the Truth, to thrink-in 
from it, and leave it alone to plead for it ſelf; 
quieting thew own conſciences , ( which 


— 
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would elſe give them woful girds, and lead ſat 
them a diſquiet hfe )- with ſuppoſing that »f 
they::do- not. openly. abjure+1t; but embrace I 
and-lodg it-in their thearts;, and keep them 
true to'1t, ſich a courſe as this, 115 eſt for Is 
yp tiryes, and ſufficient for ther own ſecury, Þ 
; Butler us-know that all 'Fruch 1s: practis 
A, and vg requires alſo! of us that: we let Þ 
the - world know that :it 1s our hope ; and Jo 
 therefgre:the Apoſtle Perer gives that. advice 
to'Gods. people in reſpett of 'luch times at | 
are.under. confideration,i 1 Pet. 3. 15. Be 
ready always to give an anſwer unto every man 
that asketh you a weaſon of the bope that is in | 
you, with meckye[s and with fear, + He thats | 


aſhamed to make a profeſſion .of the Truth;'||\ 
15 aſhamed of: the Truth, and he' that'is a+ 


ſhamed of the Truth, 1s "aſhamed: of: Jeſus | 
. Chniſt, who 15 Trath. it ſelf and 1f. he: be Þ 
thus aſhamed of. Chriſt, Chriſt will be as 
much aſhamed of him :in that day 'wherein | 
t-would be his: only intereſt :and* happineſs | 
to be acknowledged by him; Mark. $. 38. & 
we may take it for granted, that # ob, man 


who is aſhamed of the Truth, hath at Nas 
made half a fale of 1t;: ; 


{a Taks heed chat you. do not part with 
| E any 
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\[Liny one Truth. Ie 15 a vain ,and fooliſh 
thing for vs to let one go, and yet think to 
keep the reſt :; if once you begin to be, barre- 
ring here, it will be an eaſy matter to buy 
-ou out of the whole ſtock; for let men. pal 
i and excuſe things as cunningly as they » 


« ['will, yer chis wall prove certain, that, by the 
t [fame reaſon that a man may be prevailed up» 
| fon co give his conſent-in_the alienation of 
z [4ny one, let it be ſuppoſed to - the leaſt 
2 [Truth 1n the whole ſyſtem of Theology, 
s [that man will in time be wrought, upan. ta 
$ [{el1 all otHers which he hath pretended to.; 
4 | There are ſome men who think that if the 
s [do but keep co the fundamentals, and hand 
;' [by chem, chere 15 leſs danger though they 
& [part with fuch as are Circumitantials : 
| Lhey applaud cheir own prudence, that they 
{| have taken up a reſolution to Lo Trich 


3 

© 

s | £n0ugh co be faved by at laſt; and. that they * | 

2+ | Will ( if need be) ſtand in the defence of 

5 (and for all the reſt, if they. renounce and 

z | 4iſclaim thiem, for their preſent profit, or, ſer 

n | curty, to keep themſelves in an whole skit 

{ and make the lels diſturbance in the places 

- hey hve in, there will be no ſuch great harm 
init: and when once the D2vil hath ar 

h | £2 this hold of men, hethinks chat he hath 

y. | gotten 
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-gotten enough to undo, bankrupt and ruine 
chem : Nay this is his own trick, or .way 
which he himſelf hath contrived .co rake with 
men.as the moſt likely to whedle them out 
of their Religion. . The Devil knows well 
enough, that ſuch men as have made. a great 
Profet 10n are, not to be perſwaded. to ſtep 
mrco the depth' of Apoſtaſte. at .one ſtride, 
that they will nor fell Truth and Religion 
all :n one ſale: and hence' he accomodate 
the Temptations that he uſeth with them to 
the beſt advantage, to which purpoſe he in 
the rſt place begins to cheapen ſome Truth 
which he ſuppoſeth they ſet the leaſt by, 
and do.not account to be fo momentous as 
they do ſome others ; and it..either by Flat: 
te:1es,or, Menaces, by fair pronnles,.or furs 
ous threatnings, he.can but bring them up to 
a conſent to deny ſuch a Truth, and profeſ 
againſt it; his moſt difficult ta)k is over, and 
all the reſt'is gotren with more eaſe. 


- "The Devil hath learnt more wit at length 
St © ask men to throw themſelves down 
from the pinacle of the Temple proitrate at 
his feet, at a leap, the very fight and appre- 
henſfion whereof would appear amazing and 
frightful ; bur he hath gotten fair and ealie 
FRET bo Try By "Wann 
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winding ' ſtairs, where a man ſhall neither 
ſee back from whence he caine, nor fctward 
whither he 1s going; and hath allo many a 
Landing where he may ſtand fill and 
breath ; and thus by flow paces and eahe de- 
grecs he draws men infenh1bly away, fto.n the 
Truth: And how many Profeffors have 
{o been brought to make ſhipwreck of. their 
Fath # Hence Hells Factors and Cheats 
would fain perſwade men' to heatken to 
them, and fay, alas ! theſe are but poor nt- 
cetics, dilputable points, matters of no great 
moment whether you believe them or no: 
they are things too {mall and inconfequen- 
tia] to diſquiet the Church with, or , deprive 
thennelves of favour and preferment for : 
But it 15 very notorious, that men who have 
ſuffered ther Conſciences fo to be bribed, 
and have againſt the hght of them, kear- 
ken2d to the alluring 1nvatations that have 
been thus propoſed to them, have not made 
any long time of 1t, ere they have been de- 
ſerters, and not ſtaying there, grown to be 
zealous Perfecutors of Religion ; except 
God hath in mercy to. their ſouls awakened 
and reclaimed them: Know this then that 
as ſmall a matter as 1c 'may look” to 'be, and. 
how high foever the cunning of Seducers 

may 
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may per{wade you to make of it, yethe th 
abandons ene.known Truth, though it loo 


to, be of. the. leaſt 6ze, 15 a ſep:to the moſt 


fearful Apoſtahie, and if you are once ſtept | 


eſt probability of being loſt for ever Fi, 


y 


znto the. way of it, you are under the great-( 


; . , Now, for your. help to the prad(e ' of 


theſe duties, take theſe two words of Ad- 
VICE. 


[4 


þ 
- 


i I, Be perſwaded to believe what loſers you 
ſhall be, if  ycu ſhall exchange the Truth f9? any 
worldly things what(oever.. Men that do buy 
and {s}] do aim at ſome/advantage by 1t,'or 
elſe.chey had.ay good fig {till and ſpars them: 
ſelves. the trouble ; but if : you ſhould let. go 
any one Tiuth for all thar 1s to be gotten 1n 
the World, you would not only:;be no gain 
ers, . but inexpjeflible. loſers : thits,. to dg 
would be nothing leſs or better. chan' to ſella 
ſubſtance for a ſhadow 3 an .enduring {ub- 


france for. a. flyjng, ſhadow: conipare thef. 
higheſt offers that, the world is able co make, 


With the. Truth, and ſee. how incomparably 
they fell ſhort of having the worth and 
good-in them which that kath.: is x wealth, 
1X tempts you with ? (and ſo poor Demis 


was| 


Jearthly pleaſures and 'carnal delights? 4fe * 


.* 2.” Beware of being frighted by the appreherl- 
fon 'of the hazards. which the preſerving of the 
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was footed out of his Religi6n') why they 


*are but the Treaſures of Egypt, and the reproach 


of Chriſt is greater Richts than all theſe, Heb. 
-X1. 26. Gold it ſelf is byt*periſhring duſk, 
'Truth1s af'everlaſting Treature. "Are-the 


fufed Truth 15 upon a mature deliberation to 
'be chiſer* before them';\as being more eligible, 
Heb. F 1+ 55+ this to part with 1t, b tor give 
,undefiled Delights ad everlaſting, 'for 1#e 
pleaſures of 'fin which are, but for & ſeaſtue 
-f tavour and reſpe&'in the'World 7 1t- 15 to 
exchange the love -of the.eternzl God, for 


the good will of dyitig men,-and'to:put-yoift 


ſelves under their - charatter, Fob: 12.43. 


#hey lowed the praife of ne more then the praiſs. 


of . God, In a. word, put then all together, 
and make ths moſt of them you poſlibly car, 
and they will amount butto a fading felicity, 


upon which you ſhall never ſettle 5 but keep 


the Truth, and it {hall crown you with > 
mnortality.and eternal life, | EST. 


* 
- 
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Truth may expoſe 'you unto : They are- unto 
Fleſh and Blood terrible and {caring things, 
but to a rightly informed and ſpiritual yudg- 
ns. = ment 
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ment they are var vug-bears and ſcarecrow 
they cannot of themſelves make a -divorce 
between you and the Truth ; and as long as 
they cannot do tha:, they can do you no rea] 
harm; the Apoſtle Peter ſeeks to quiet the 
Spirits of thoſe he writes unto with ſuch 2 
conſideration, 1 Per. 3+ 12, and who js he 
that will harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good? they might readty reply, De-| 
vils will, and the enenes of God and good. ff 
neſs will the rather do it for this; Peter knew 
all this, but he would have you to underſtand 
that it is out of their reach, that though they] 
would, yet they cannot do it : do you but 
Keep the Truth and that will keep you ; it 
will be a Gariſon that can never be ſubdued. | 
There 15 indeed an evil in theſe things, and[ 
therefore it 15 lawtul to deſire & if ur mayf 
Rand with divine counſel ) that they may beſþ 
Kept from us ; but whither they {hall or no 
s with hini who knows what 15 beſt; and}? 
this 15 ſufficient for us, that the God of Truth F 
Hatch engaged his Word and Faithfu'neſs to 
Turn it unto good 11 the operation; and you 
may ſafely truſt him with it, for he 1s able to 
do it. Be not {laviſhly atraid 5 what fſanth 
the wiſe man, Prov. 29+ 25, The fear of man 
bringeth a ſnare, but whoſoever rrutterh in the 
Fi Ch Eh Xe LE 0 t 
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* [7.2rd (hall be ſafe» They are poor reverfges 
hat the World can wreak upon us, and 
herefo-e, in the judgment of our Saviour 
heiſt, not worthy of a Chriſtian fear, Mar. 
0.28. Fear not them which kill the body, but 
e n0t able 'to kiilthe ſoul, "When the three 
Shildren were threatned with a fiery Fur- 
nace, they thought 1te nor a thing worth the 
anſwering, Dan, 3. 16. O Nebuchadnez%ar, we 
pre ot careful to anſwer thee in this matter < 
4 ſhe proud King thought to'have {cared thent 
-finco a ly; but he was greatly miſtaken: the 
, ear of God; and love of the Truth, nad put. 
{hem beyond ſuch puny fears. 


| Now for your furtherance, letmedd a few 
becial Rules, which may help to ſtrengthens 
you to this great duty, vis. 


6 1. See that you do mat place your hopes for hap? 
kl ineſs. in this life or the things of its [Char is 
t which makes thefe Do&trines whichrepre- 
ſent - the Worlds grandure: as contemptible, 
«2d the atti(@ions of .1t as ſcarce regardable, 
oO ſeem Paradoxes to us, becauſe we confine 
» (1ans happineſs too much to this preſent time. 

[The Apoſtle: ſaw. how incompatible theſe 

40 were, to be a Chyiſtian, and to ty'up 

: M2 Ones 
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.onts. hopes to this ife, when he Jaid dow 
that doncluſion, 1 Cor. 15. 19. If: our hope 
Chriſt vere for. this life only, we-were .:of al 
men moff miſerable, If we think 1t an undo. x 
ing thing. ether to be without the :delrghts 
or to (uffer the. afitions of this World, «t , 
will be no hard matter to. make us -put off, 
the Truth as a cumberſome Commoduty ; Y 
yea, as that the keeping whereof will endan- 1 
ger Our ruine:: -- And that1s the reaſon whyſ, 
carnal men account reſulved Chriftians to f 
be the verieſt Fools in nature. 

: 


t 


» 


| y 
. He. muſt have - his hopes fixed no where : 
ſhort of Heaven, who will ſtand by his Pur: R 
chaſe 'of the Truth : againſt all che aſſaults], 
that he may undergo for 1t upon Earth, |, 


That which made the primitive ,Chr:. 7 
. ; ay j 
ſhans {o ſteady in this practiſe was, they 
wok their eyes. off from Temporal, and fixt ; 
them upon Eternal things, 2 Cor. 4. alt, yea, , 
this was 1t that made the antent - Patriarchs 
to forſaks all for the Truth, becauſe. they 
confeſſed themſelves . Strangers ana Pilgrims 
por Earth, and looked ſor a City which hath 
Foundations, | 


* -—. 
” 


Py - 


Fi 
{( 
0 
x 


; 2: Hence 
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2. Hence'you muſt be much in the mar 
tity:ng of flethly laſts, So much of carnal 
concupiſcence as there 15s in us, ſo much there 
is of enmicy againſt the Truth ; and hence, 
flo much as there' 15 of the. auvity. and. pres»: 
ralency of it, fo much danger there will be 
of our yielding to the Tem2ration oftered us x: 
theſe will be ever crying out, with Fobs. 
Wife, h»w !ong wilt thou retain: thine integrity 2 
Cnrſe Godi ond, Dye ; rand with Perer, Maſter 
ſave thy ſelf,.theſe are they which will be e-' 
yer fightmg\ apainſt- the'Son!,, and mult there- 
fore oe abltained from, 1: Pet. 2. 11s theſe be. 
they which know no other happinels, bur. 
what 13 enjoyed in the pomps and- pleaſures: 
of the work, and apprehend-no other miſery. 
but what 1s {uffered by the loſs of-tacle things, 
and being ſubjected to the: trizls-of this hte 3 
"Fif theſe: therefore may: be heard, and their 
pleadings be any whit regarded,” we hall be: 
but wavering Chriltians, and toſſed to and fro. 
pyirb every wind of Temptations. It theres, 
fore you would not {el the + Truth, be ſure, 
No ſubdue yourluſts, bring them to the Croſs 
of Chriſt, learn to:deny your ielves,.labous, 
to be crucified to the wortd, and get that cruci> 
ed to you : beware then of .teeding and: 
' [pampering of them, of gratifying their de- - 
fires, 
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166 Buy the Truth, and Sell it ndt; 
fires, and. giving'them their ſcope; by - plea: 
ding for, and defending of them in any. of 
their exorbitanctes : '. 1 you. give them the 
Teins now, they will be maſters' when an 
hour. of trial ſhall come, and 'will carry you 
away to ſeek ſhelcer under a lye, rather than 
expole your ſelves by ſtanding your. ground 
in maintainance of the Truth, ' - 
' 3: Hence alſo arm your ſelves to endure 
hardneſs ; he that will refolve.nat to ſell the 
Truth; 'and never go from that reſolution, 
mult expe& (and accordingly prepare ) to 
meet with a thouſand hazards, and combate 


_-> 


tet thouſand difficulties in the preſervation of 


it' ; Paul-knows net in particular, what things 
ſhall befall hizz for the Truths ſake, but this 
he is well aware of hat bonds and affiittion: 
do abide bims. | After that we have bought the 


Truth, and been at never {o much coſt for 


It, 1f Satan and wicked. men may have their 
' wills, they will never ſuffer us to' enjoy the 
quiet poſſeſſion of it, but do all they can'to 
caſt us out of this. inheritance: and. though 
it be not always actually fo, yet there 15 ever 
great reaſon to expect that 1t may fo be, that 
it we will not'ſell. c2e Trwh , we may dye 
for ic: if Naþotb. will not part with” his in- 
Tow RM rr :_. : heriance 
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Buy the Truth, and ſell it not, 167 
heritance, he muſt part with his life, and this 
is an hard chapter to Fleſh 2nd Biood ; na- 
ture reluas here, Skin for Skin, and all that & 
nan bath: will be give for bis life. They. are 
not' the tender and delicate, but ho handy 
and exerciſed Chriſhans who are hke to en- 
dure. ſuch a ſhock as this 1s, hence therefore 
the Apoſtle gives 7;-1thy that advice, 2 Tim. 
2. 3- Thow therefore enduve hardneſs as a goods 
Souldier of. Teſus Chriſt ; ne 1s a. man indeed, 
who when he lees all creature. comforts go- 
ing, his houſe rifled, his goods confiſcated, 
his farnily' dt{perſsd, ' his perſon fezed and 
laid ap.in Irons, and his very life expoſed to 
cruelty and rage, and all chis for Truths ſakes, 
thou can'with.a chearſul countenance, and 
undaunted foul; look upon all this, and fay 
with Paw, none of theſe things mayuve me, nor 
do I count my life to bew#dear, ſo [ may but 


| fave the Truth and we may live and die tO. 
gether : he who doth but read what this ſtood 


theſe Worthies of old 1n, recorded in Heb. 
11. 38, &'c. will ſay thole were not tender 
Chits, but hardy Souldiers of Feſus Chriſt. 


4+ Beware of being.too much led. by ex- 
amples, he that-will ſtand by the Truth muſt. 
relolve, not only condumonally , but abſo- 
; | MR Re genie lutely ; 
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lately ; not only to ſtand as long as. this or 
that man whom he placeth great credit and 

gongdence.4n, but he muſt reſolve as Peter, 
zhough all men forſake.ther, yet pill mot Te -TE: 
we will truly obey this, command of God, it. 
yauſt be no prejudice to us, if we ſee a thou-. 
Stand fall at our r1ght. hand, and ten thouſand- 
at our: left, though great Stars ſhould come. 
tumbling down-.out .of the Firmament, and- 
thoſe ſeemingly of the. firſt magnitude : tho' 
this ſhould be brought as an argument againſt 
us, and thrown in qur dith- co.'upbraid us, 
yet we muſt not regard it,.ſo -as, to be ſha- 
Ken in Spirit, 'but when many go away and 
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walk no more ith* Chriff, 2e muſt make the , 
Jame anſwer that. his' Diſciples did to him, : 
when he askt them. if.,they ' would go allo, 
Jcha 6. 68. Whither ſhall we go?. thou © onely ; 
haſt the words of Etagna; Life; and 1t .15 NO. 
unuſual thing for an hour of Temptation to; 
preſent us with the raines of many an Emi; 
nent Profefior,. who-bath forſaken the truth, 
and embraced the world, thele muic be ogr 
monitors, and not our, Pretzdents, 


; 5, Beware' of Carnal. Conadence , and 
Jearn to be humble. Jt 1s Pauls advice, I 
©or, 10.1% Let him that thinkets be as 
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Buy the Truth, and Sell it not.” 16g 
take heed leſt he fall; there 15 many a mam; 
that makes a great bluſter with a Profeſſion 
and he ſell the Truth ? No not he:. here 1s 
this or that nian'they arcafraid of, (Canditis 
to be hoped their Charity' will engage 'them 
6 pray for them.) but for themſelves:they- are 
faxt, and:fay as. Peter, I be offended $: no, 'tho 
ai] be 6ffepded, ;1 will net x, 1.deny thee * 219, 
though I ſheuld dye with thee, 1le not deny thee; 


>». We GINA. | 1 i 4% 
there are a great many {uch boaſters, whom 


(it is to be feared) 1 tryals come indeed up- 


. 


humble - felf ſuſpe&ing * ſoul,” that 15-;ke' th 
keep his ground, and maintain the Truth, 
as his inheritance, : with ynthaken reſolute 
ONS. Fans ITT + -. ; 3: "= RN} bo bal \Q 


' 6+ Hznce be much in the exerciſe of 
faith and.prayer. ; believe in Chriſt, and 
rely on his promiſe; Truths great re- 
wards are in reverſion, and received by 
faith; and our ſirength 15 not in our own 
hands but in, Gods, and therefore to be 


ly can carry us through ; all that encou- 


ICs 
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on them, God will put 'to ſhame: 'K rs. the 
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ſought for by earneſt ſupplications; If *: 
God do not help us we ſhall fail, he on-, 
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z7o Buy the Truth, and Sell it nos. 
relief which is requiſite to the making us 
ſtable and-unmoveable, muſt come down 
from bim who is the Pather of lights ; his 
Promiſe muſt be our ſtrength; and his 
Spirit our aſliſtor : and therefore let. us 
fludy to be ſtrong in the faith, and ſpiri- 
ted unto Prayer, ſo ſhall we never be des 
ferted of that help by which we ſtand. 


7. Taſte the ſweet and contemplate 
the excellency of the reward which is 
Jaid up in 'the Fruth: What Dav:d faid 
of God, I'may ſay of Truth, Plal. 44. 8. 
Oh taſte anil ſee that Truth is good; were 
our life more ſpiritual, our purpoſes 
would be more ſtable: one through ſa-' 
voury reliſh of the Truth, is enough to 
make us to reſolve to loſe all rather. than. 
that : and when we have gotten a guſt 
of its incomparable preciouineſs, now Jet. 
us contemplate theſe vaſt treaſuries;that 
immenſe and eternal fountain' of this 
"-goodnefs, which is contained in it, where 
there 1s enough to ſatisfie and fill the 
fouls of the people of God for ever. A th-t 
SR Bilge 
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Buy the Truth, and Sell it nof. 175 
Kingdom and Crown, thoſe glories and 
pleaſures. which the. purchaſe of the truth 
gives us an indiſputable title to ;: and'let 
us. oppoſe theſe things:to the: Temptati-: 
ons which aſſault us; and if: we have: any 
thing of Truth, really implanted-in us, 
this will be enough to conquer them all; 
and here is a. work cut out for every oxe ; 
you that -have-not . already purchaſed, 
your buſineſs is to buy the Truth, and you 


that haye ſo. done; your. cate is not. 70 felt 


zt again; 2nd in ſo doing, the Fruth ſhall: 
preſerve us:here from. the harm. of every! | 

evil; it ſhall condudt jus ſo as: that: we 
ſhall not be in danger. of. loſing oar ways: 
aud it ſhall finally bring us to, - and: poſſeſs: 
us of a Kingdom of Everlaſting Glory, . 
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This Book i 15 to be Sold by Foſeph Brun: 
2/7, at his Shop near hs _ 
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He oreateſt- Slahers exhorted.and. 
| Encouraged to come to Chriſt ,: 
= j that. NIW, without: Delaying - 
A)fo::the excceding,. danger of men's. 
deferring their Repentance. - Together 
with a. Diſcourſe: about the Day. of 
| Judgment And'on-ſeveralother Subjects. 
By Lncreaſe Mather, Teacher of © 
Church at BeFor | in N. P. 
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T Here is a ſmall Book Intituled 4 
| WWedding Ring fit for the Finger, which 
will ſoon be out of the Prefs: And will be 
Sold by Samuel - Phillps at the Welt End of 
the Townhouſe 11 Boſton, CO re 
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T) Ezder, You are requeſted candidly to 
'\. bear with ſome few literal miſtakes,arid 
 mi{pointings, vrhich are hardly avardableg 
and to corre& theſe more obſervable Errats 
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